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AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANNEL 
COAL. Analysis—10,000 cubic feet of gas per ton 
of coal; 26-candle gas; 134 cwt. coke per ton of coal. 
RAMSAY’S PATENT CONDENSED COKE. 
DO. GARESFIELD COKE. 


RAMSAY'S FIRE- — ARTICLES. 


BETORTS, introduc 1828. FIRE-BRICK 

WORKS, established 1804. TIRE-CLAY SANITARY 
PIPES, CHIMNEY-TOPS, and all s made of Fire- 
Clay. The Fire-Clay is worked from Blaydon Main Colliery, 
is of excellent eA no exvense spared in perfecting 
every article. The FIRE-BRICKS (marked ‘* RAMSAY”) 
are to be seen in all parts'cf the world, and the Works 
are the most extensive in the Kingdom. 

Manufac s—Derwenthaugh, Swalwell, and Hebburn 
Quay, near Newcastle-on-Tyne; 
Falcon Wharf, No. 80, Bap edd and Honduras Wharf, 


Cubit Town.’ ‘Large 
Address G, H cory 


GEORGE GLOVER & CO, 


Patentees of the Standard Gasometers for the 
Government, and of the 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS.| 


N DWoasrLz-o¥-TYxR, 





These Meters are warranted to measure cor- | 


rectly and not to vary. Their acknowledged | 
superiority has brought them into general use | 
mote rapidly than any Meters hitherto manu- | 
factured. 

To meet the increasing demand, G. Grover 
AnD Co, have just entered on possession of ex- 
cone remises adjoinifg their present Works | 

Ranelagh Road, and they are now prepared | 
“ execute promptly, orders to any extent. They 
keep in stock all sizes of Meters up to 200 lights. 
In cases of haste, on the receipt of a telegram 
early on one day, "their Meters can be delivered | 


next day in any part of England, and in the | WET AND ORY GAS-METER |) 


large towns in Scotland. 
Particulars and lists of prices forwarded on | 
application to— 


RANELAGH ROAD, PIMLICO, LONDON, S.W.; 
236, GEORGE STREET, GLASGOW; 


on 
15, MARKET STREET, MANCHESTER. 


and London Wharves— | 





COWEN’S PATENT. FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 


JOSEPH COWEN and CO., 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Were the only parties to whom a Prize Mepat. was 
awarded at the Great Exurerrion of 1851, for ‘*Gas- 
Rerorts and orHeR Ossects in Fire-Ciay,” and they have 
also been awarded in the InrernationaL Exursrtion of 
1862, the Prize Mepat for “‘Gas-Rerorrs, Fize-Bricxs, 
&c., for Excettence of Quatrry.” 

J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most extensive 
Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the United Kingdom; 
and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts of all shapes and dimen- 
sions, Fire-Bricks, and avery otper. erties eh wal is Fire-Clay, are 
promptly executed at their Works as abo 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COALS. 
Coal Office, 
Quay Sipz, Newcastrir-on-T Ynez. 








eae RUSSELL and C0Q,, 
THE OLD TUBE-WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 
ALMA WORKS, 
WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 
and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 


BLAYDON “BURN AND LOW ‘BENWELL FIRE- 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK.WORKS, 
Ngan NgwcastLe-0n-Tyne. 


Win COCHRAN CARR 

most respectfully* to’ thank “the Metropolitan, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas. Companies for their 
patronage for several _— past, and to intimate that he has 
rebuilt and ei is extensive premises for the manu~ 
facture of CLAY RETORTS; and that he is now prepared 
to execute the te re with punctuality and despatch. 
Orders for FIRE-C. RETORTS, of all shapes and 
sizes, YIRE-BRICKG. ~ all other articles in Fire-O 
executed on the shortest notice, and on the most reasonab: le 


terms. 
London Agents: JAMES LAWRIE & CO., 


63, Op Broap Srreet, City, Lonpon. 


CANNEL COAL FACTORS. 
J & W. ROMANS, of Edinburgh and 


London, in zorereing thanks for the confidence 
hitherto reposed in them, beg to intimate that they have 
exended their Colliery connexion for the supply of 
SCOTTISH CANNELS, and have taken a lease of the 

CROWN WHARF, LIMEHOUSE CUT, LONDON, where 
these rich Coals can be obtained at the lowest prices. 

Messrs. Romans, being lessees of several Gas-Works in 
Scotland, have their Cannels tested in the ordinary working- 
process-way of gas-making, thus securing for theircustomers 
additional guarantee, beyond mere Jaboratory experiments. 

Contracts made to supply any quantity, and analysis sent, 
on application to the Offices, 53, Frederick Street, Epin- 
BURGH, or 1, Walbrook, Mansion "House, Lonpon. 

Shippers "of steam "and house Coal, entered on the 
Government list. F reightage secured on best terms, 








LESMAHAGO GAS COAL, 


Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Ivon eaten * = iA U Cc H 1 N H E A T H Cc Oo L L l E R a 


Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam- Boilers. 
J. R. and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittiogs for 
Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest orders may be | 
executed in'a few days. 
Gun Metal, and all other 
Taps. Galvanized Tubes, 


warranted. 


pe real Eee 


JOHN BENT & SON, 





STREET- LAMP 
MANUFACTURERS, 
BELL BARN ROAD, BIRMIN 
Estasrisagp 1830. 


| All materials found for the alteration of Public Lamps for | 
| lighting with the Rod. Regulators with Lava Burners. 


t 
i 
| 


LESMAHAGO N.B. 


kinds of Cocks, Stocks, Dies, and RG U US 0 nN & cd. 
ee JAMES FER 


N.B.—All goods thoroughly tested before sent out, and 


LESSEES SINCE 1832. 





| LONDON 





AGENTS: 
JAMES LAWRIE & CO. 





| 63, OLD BROAD STREET, £.¢. 


CONTINENTAL AGENTS: 


LA COUR & WATSON, 


| 


LEITH. 





GEORGE GLOVER AND CoO.,, 


Patentees of the Standard Gasometers for the Government, 
TWO MEDALS, 





LONDON, 1862. 


PAR 





HAVE OBTAINED THE 


HIiGHEsS Tv 


PRIZE 


FOR 


is 








SILVER MEDAL, 


Hi 


a le 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS AND GASOMETERS, 


AT THE 


EXHIBITION. 


RANELAGE WORKS, RANELAGH ROAD, PIMLICO, LONDON S.W.; 


AND 


127, BOULEVARD - DE 


MAGENTA, PARIS. 


? 





SSS Saas 
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2 HENRY HOWARD %& CO.,, 


COOMBS WOOD PATENT TUBE-WORKS, 
OLD HILL, near DUDLEY, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


HOWARD’S PATENT IMPROVED WROUGHT-IRON TUBES, 
FOR GAS, STEAM, AND WATER; 


fAlso ORDINARY WELDED WROUGHT-IRON TUBES and FITTINGS, 
FOR GAS, STEAM, & WATER, EITHER BLACK, GALVANIZED, OR ENAMELLED. 
CORE BARS FOR TRONFOUNDERS, STOCKS, TAPS, AND DIES, IRON COCKS, &c. 





London Agent—W. G. DAVIS, 2, Brabant Court, Philpot Lane, E.C. 





SILVER MEDAL, PARIS EXHIBITION, 1867. 


LLOYD AND LLOYD, 
ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
WROUGHT-IRON wt JU BES AND FITTINGS 
or Gas, Steam, Water, &c. 
SOLE LICENSEES for the United Kingdom for the LAVENANT PATENT ENAMELLED TUBES & FITTINGS, 


the Coating of which does not shell off, is a certain preservative from rust, and resists all effects of expansion and contraction. 


LAP-WELDED IRON & HOMOGENEOUS METAL TUBES 


For Locomotive, Marine, and Stationary Beilers, 
Boiler-Tube Ferrules, Gun-Metal Gland Cocks, Water-Gauges, Whistles, &c. ; Stocks, Taps, and Dies for Sorewing, and Gas-Fitters Tools of all kinds, 


London Offices: No. 4, Cloak Lane, Queen Street, E.C. 
WAREHOUSES: 
LONDON: No. 157, Upper Thames Street, E.C. LIVERPOOL: No. 63, Paradise Street. MANCHESTER: Barlow’s Croft, 
Chapel Street, Salford. PARIS and LILLE. 


ECONOMY IN GAS PURIFICATION. A PURER GAS AT LESS COST, AND GREAT SAVING IN LABOUR. 


M'DOUGALLS’ PRECIPITATED PEROXIDE OF IRON. 


The above Oxide is now in use at some of the largest works in the kingdom, and has gained a decided preference, owing to its efficiency, 


cheapness, and the great saving in labour effected by its use. 
t is a pure artificial Hydrated Peroxide, with an addition of only sufficient sawdust to give it the needful lightness or porosity to prevent pressure, 


and every particle is available for use. . sgiot 
In selecting an oxide, a point more important than its price, is to learn the cost of labour entailed in its use. Whilst at large works the 


cost of labour for purifying, where lime alone or the natural oxides are employed, is 2d. to 3d. per ton of coals, by the use of the above 
Oxide it is reduced to 1d. to 14d., owing to the purifier’s working so much longer when charged, and to rapid revivification—two points of 


special importance in the busy season. 
For export to Foreign Works it is unequalled, every particle being available, and saves freight over less concentrated materials. 
Nots.—It is important to note that only the Hydrated Peroxide of Iron is useful, simple oxide being worthless, Inferior oxides show a large 


per centage of simple oxide, but very little Hydrated Peroxide. 
MSDOUGALIL. BROTHERS, 
LONDON—158, LEADENHALL STREET, EC. MANCHESTER—68, PORT STREET. 


E. J. & JI. PEARSON, 


DELPH & TINTAM ABBEY FIRE-CLAY & BRICK WORKS, 
STOURBRIDGE, 


PROPRIETORS OF 


BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY; 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


GLASS-HGUSE POTS, CRUCIBLES, GAS-RETORTS, & FIRE-BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


TRADE MARK. THE MEDAL FOR 1862. 
. 5 The only Prize Medal awarded for TUBES & FITTINGS. 


CROWN TUBE-WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE. 
WAREHOUSE: SOUTHWARK STREET, LONDON. 


JAMES RUSSELL & SONS, LIMITED, 


PATENTEES & FIRST MAKERS OF WROUGHT-IRON TUBES, 


ONLY MAKERS OF HOMOGENEOUS METAL TUBES. 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


TUBES and FITTINGS for GAS, STEAM, and WATER; 
LAP-WELDED, LOCOMOTIVE, MARINE, and other BOILER TUBES; 
HYDRAULIC TUBES, BEDSTEAD TUBES, WELL TUBES, TELEGRAPH FOSTS, COILS, &c.; 
fGAS-FITTERS TOOLS, VALVES, COCKS, &c. 
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THOMAS PIGGOTT & CO., 


(Established 1822,) 
SPRING HILDL, BIRMINGHAM, 


TELESCOPIC & SINGLE GASHOLDERS, 
CAST & WROUGHT IRON TANKS FOR DITTO; 
PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, SCRUBBERS, RETORTS, VALVES; 
IMPROVED WROUGHT-IRON RETORT-LIDS, CROSS-BARS, & SCREWS; 
AND GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
CAST AND WROUGHT IRON GIRDERS, BRIDGES, AND ROOFS, 
STEAM-ENGINE BOILERS, & GENERAL WROUGHT-IRON WORK. 








London Agents: PORTER and LANE, 172, FENCHURCH STREET, E.C. 


D. BRUCE PEEBLES & CO., 
ENGINEERS, WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 
| BRASSFOUNDERS, & GAS APPARATUS MANUFACTURERS, 


FOUNTAINBRIDGE WORKS, EDINBURGH. 





SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF 
Peebles’ Patent Wet and Dry Gas-Meters in Tin-Pliate Cases, 
with Tongue and Groove Joints. 
IMPROVED WET METERS IN CAST-IRON CASES. 


STATION -METERS, GOVERNORS, EXPERIMENTING METERS, PHOTOMETERS, 
PRESSURE-GAUGES, &c. 


C. & W. WALKER’S GAS-VALVES. 


These celebrated Valves of all kinds have been in use for so many years, and are so well known, that a description is ynnecessary 
They are made of all kinds to suit all the requirements of engineers. 


Midland Iron-Works, Donnington, near Newport, Shropshire; 8, Finsbury Circus, London. 








TO GAS COMPANIES, ENGINEERS, AND MACHINISTS. 


NEW LUBRICATINC OIL. 


This Oil is suitable for every kind of machinery, being entirely free from anything liable to produce 
corrosion, and is equal in lubricating power to sperm or lard oil (though supplied at half the cost). 

It is prepared in two consistencies—viz., LIGHT MACHINE OIL, for machinery where the pressure 
is moderate and the motion rapid. HEAVY MACHINE OIL, on machinery where the motion is com- 
paratively slow. Samples sent for trial free of charge. 


WALTER CARSON & SONS, Belle Sauvage Yard, Ludgate Hill, London, E.C.; 
21, BACHELORS WALK, DUBLIN. 


IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, 
FOR CITIES, TOWNS, VILLAGES, &e., 
INVENTED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


W. Cc. HOLMES & CQ. 


WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 
SOLE MANUFACTURERS of B. W. THURSTON’S IMPROVED SCRUBBER, CONDENSER, and WASHER, in use in 
many of the principal Gas- Works un the Continent. 
PATENTEES of the IMPROVED COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, so eminently adapted for Exportation. 
ESTIMATES, PLANS, and SPECIFICATIONS PREPARED for BUILDINGS and APPARATUS. 
Prospectus, Price Lists, &c., on application. 


LONDON OFFICES—57, GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 
*,* Please address letters to Huddersfield. 
REFERENCES TO NEARLY 300 GAS-WORKS. 














Seeks SPSS ee 


es 


208 THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, = [March 28, 1871. 





THE FARNLEY IRON COMPANY, LIMITED, 


FARNLEY, near LEEDS. 





Since they so largely extended their Works, the F. I. Co. have experienced a most important increase in the demand for their Fire-Clay Retorts, which they 
owe chietly to the superior quality of their make, and to the facilities they now possess for executing orders promptly, either for home or for export, : 

The Fire-Clay raised from the Farnley Estate (commonly catied the Wortley bed) is unsurpassed by any other known in the district, and is peculiarly well 
adapted for Retorte, Gas-Ovens, and Fire-Bricks; and the F. 1. Uo. beg especially to invite those connected with Gas-Works, who have not yet used thei 
Ketorta, to be good enough to favour them with a trial. 

The F. I. Co. generally hold in stock, for immediate supply, FIRE-BRICKS of every size and kind, White Facing Bricks, the White, Buff, and other 
GLAZED Bricks, in various colours and shapes, now extensively used for Engine-houses, Business Premises, as well as for Domestic and Public Buildings. 

Pricea, Drawings, and all other information may be obtained by applying as above; to the 


Offices, 3, Westminster Chambers, Victoria Street, S.W.; or to F. Sutton, 464, Queen Street, Hull. 


N.B.—The Farnley Iron Company, Limited, give notice that they have the exclusive right of manufacture and sale of 
“KRASER’S PATENT RIBBED” FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
BY SPECIAL AGREEMENT WITH THE PATENTEE. 





KING BROTHERS, 
STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 


eirre 


ASAD 02 Fi 








KING BROTHERS beg especially to cali the attention of Gas Companies to the superiority of their Retorts, which are made from the celebrated STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY. 
Mr. King has patented a Kiln for burning Retorts, by which Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering them FREE FROM CRACKS ANI 
CORRECT LN FORM. By great carein Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning, a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE is obtained, rendering them less liable to carbonize. 

Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are all Manufactured of the same quality of Clay. 
Every Retort and Brick is branded ‘‘ King Brothers, Stourbridge.” 
Agent in Ireland—Mr. JAMES FURNESS, No. 3, FOWNES STREET, DUBLIN. 


WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 


FIRE CLAY RETOR 





TS} Leeds. 


Ste 





W.INCQHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY PiIRE-CLAY 


bes io call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be unsurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, the 
©2448 and the ADBESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of ali parties interested in the making of Gas. 

he Works are of such magnitude as to engure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. i 

Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 

GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. | 


A large Stock of Fire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all Sizes kept in London at Mr. ALFRED WILLIAMS, 


Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 
N.B.—Ezport orders continue to have prompt attention. 


Cc. &* W. WALKER’S 


WooD SIEVES FOR PURIFIERS 
Have mow been in use for more than ten years, and their advantages and durability fully established. They are made entirely by 
steam machinery in very large quantities at the. most moderate cost. 
Midland Iron-Works, Donnington, near Newport, Shropshire; 8, Finsbury Circus, London. 


GEORGE SKEY AND COQO,, 


LIMITED, 
WILNECOTE WORKS, NEAR TAMWORTH, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
Fire-Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks, Furnace Bricks, Lumps, Burrs, Tiles, Quarries, Grate Backs, 
Crucibles and Chemical Apparatus; 

Glazed Stoneware Sewerage Pipes, Invert Blocks, Traps, Syphons, &c. 
SOLE AGENT FOR FIRE-CLAY RETORTS AND GAS COMPANIES FIRE GOODS. 


THOMAS PROUD, Gas Engineer, 
’, UNETT STREET, ST. GEORCE’S, BIRMINCHAM. 


ir FREZEVOM FROM 
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THE THORNCLIFFE IMPROVED CENTRE-VALVE, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


MESSRS. NEWTON, CHAMBERS, & CO., 


THORNCLIFFE IRON-WORKS, NEAR SHEFFIELD. 





ee ese es gee ee ee ee 








THORNCLIFFE 





ee rer 


— ay Aa || } IMPROVED IMPROVED 





BYE-PASS VALVE. STOP-VALVE. 





Sires of the SIZES sizes! f 
THORNCLIFFE IMPROVED CENTRE-VALVE. From 3 ins. upwards. From 3 ins. upwards. 
| Ins. | Ins. | Ins. | Ins, Ins. | Ins. | Ins. | Ins. | 
Bore of Pipe...| 4, 5] G6' 7| 8] 91/10! 12 


Diam. of Body. 16 20 | 23 26 | 28} 31 | 34 | 40 
> | Heightof Tank. 33 35 | 38 43 | 46 | 48 | 51 | 56 
| Depthof Cover. § 9{|10 11/12/13) 14) 16 
| Total height...| 41 44/48 54 | 58 | 61 | 65 | 72 any required pressure. 


Saxe 


In all cases the Covers are cast heavy enough to resist 


The advantages derived from the adoption of these Valves are so manifest and cardinal that in the immediate character of the 
change—the simplicity of the machine—the facility affording for cleaning out connexions between Valve and Purifier—the perfect 
collection and delivery by suitable overfiow of the ammonia, at a greatly diminished depth from ground-line over the old form of 
Valve—the advantage of connecting on the same level, and at any angle, or opposite to each other, the inlet and outlet pipes without 
dip or rise—the clear acquisition of space in the purifying-house, by being able to place the boxes nearer together, the new Valve 
being entirely under the fioor—and lastly, though of the greatest importance, the passage of crude and unpurified gas during the 
change is minimized to the merest fraction, thus preventing the fouling by impure gas the delicate machinery and easily affected 
exposed movements of the station-meter, thereby preventing the introduction of the enemy (unpurified gas) into the gasholder. 
Also a dead abutment is offered to all back pressure, imparting thereby to the gauges, governors, and hydraulic seals, a steadiness of 
action never realized with the once famous, but now fast becoming obsolete, Hydraulic Centre- Valve. 

These Valves may be made of auy size to suit any position of boxes, to stand any amount of pressure, warranted and tested 
with gas before leaving the manufactory, prepared to work any number of boxes in rotation—say, two, three, four, five, six, or eight 
—and for all Valves above 12-inch ports a suitable rack-and-pinion movement is attached if preferred. These Valves (specially 
arranged) are applicable to inlet or outlet pipes of gasholder, to act as Bye-pass Valves to meters, governors, exhauster, condensers, 
scrubbers, washers, driers, and duplicate systems of hydraulic main; also to act as Stop-Valves on special mains about the works. 
Where it is important no impediment be offered to tar or ammoniacal liquar, the same having yninterrupted flow to the general tar- 
well on the works, and for which purpose the slowly changed, often disordered, and at all times obstructive Slide-Valve (challenging 

_the best of them) is superseded by the exceedingly simple, instantaneously changed Dome-Top Valve, which also carries so marked an 
index, whether open or shut, at any distance from close observation, providing the Valve can be seen at all. See sketch in 
perspective, No. 3. 


London Office—34, LONDON WALL, MOORGATE STREET, E.C. 





i 
i 
| 
i 
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JOHN HALL & CO, 
STOURBRIDGH, 
MANUFACTURERS of FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, & TILES, 








AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF FIRE-CLAY GOODS. 
N.B.—A Stock of 15 and 1¢ in. CIRCULAR RETORTS always on hand. Other kinds made to order on short Notice. 


WILLIAM SUGG, 


GAS ENGINEER. 





LONDON, 1862. 


™~AR 





CLASSES 24 and 53. | 


PUBLIC LAMP GOVERNORS, LEVER COCKS, AND POLE LIGHTERS, 


LAMP METERS AND BOXES. 


LOWE’S JET PHOTOMETERS can now Be rateo To 14 CANDLES. 


VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W. 











FULLERTON, SON, & CO., 
LONDON ROAD METER-WORKS, EDINBURGH, 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF 


THE PATENT IMPROVED TIN-PLATE DRY GAS-METER, 


WITH SPECIAL FACILITIES FOR ADJUSTMENT AND REPAIR, 
The principal parts of the mechanism being accessible by the removal of a single Screw. 


GAS-METERS on the WET and DRY principles made in CAST-IRON and TIN-PLATE CASES. 
STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, EXPERIMENTAL & TEST METERS, GAS APPARATUS, &c. 


LONDON AGENTS: THORNELOE & CO., 34, LONDON WALL, City, E.c., 
GAS & WATER ENGINEERS, & CONTRACTORS 


FOR GAS & WATER WORKS APPARATUS. 
SHOW-ROOMS AND WHOLESALE WAREHOUSE FOR 
Wrought-Iron Tubes and Fittings for Gas, Water, and Steam; Chandeliers, Pendants, Lamps and Brackets; 
Plumbers Work, Water-Closets, Pumps, &c.; Lead, Composition, Brass, and Copper Tubes. 
METERS SUPPLIED TO ORDER FROM STOCK. 


MESSRS. NEWTON, CHAMBERS, & CO., 


THORNCLIFFE IRON-WORKS AND COLLIERIES, 
NEAR SHEFFIELD. 


CELEBRATED SILKSTONE GAS COALS. 


Analyses by F, J. EVANS, Esq., Chartered Gas Company, Horseferry Road, Westminster :— 





(COPY .) 

Destin, ee “see ee. eae ee 
Best Silkstone s. e 10,900 jee ITO owen 12°8 éaginte 2°6 wake iv 
Norfolk Silkstone . . 11,000 ares & SE kw 12°5 bcide 4°4 ies 1°64 
Silkstone Brights . . 11,500 boson peer 12°6 whe 7°4 ieeen 1°85 
Silkstone Nuts o % 10,800 ee 1596S occas | eee 6°0 5 gthe 0°69 


— Nors.—tThe illuminating power of the Gas was tested by the standard burner now used in London by the Gas Referees, 
ander the City of London Gas Act, 1868. 
Horseferry Road, Westminster, March, 1870. (Signed) F. J. EVANS. 


OFFICES, 34. LONDON WALL, CITY, E.C. 
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TANGYE BROTHERS & HOLMAN, 
10, LAURENCE POUNTNEY LANE, LONDON, EC.; 


And BIRMINGHAM Aree BROS.) Oe WAL WORKS, SOHO. 








SOLE MAKERS OF 


MORTON'S PATENT SELF-SEALING RETORT - LIDS, 
WITH HOLMAN’S PATENT SELF-ACTING FASTENINGS. 


Over 1000 of ui i i 





HT . i i) { Dy : 
the Patent Te \ r. E 3] Adopted in th 
tort - Lids and i | ! i J | Gas-Works at 
fastenings  al- r - LIVERPOOL 
| ’ 
ready supplied (i MT te Willi, Ne 
At) i jr ‘DUBLIN, 
to the great NA i 
al 
works of the i ‘i wey NOTTINGHAM, 
Gas Company at At TTT 1 ST. ALBANS, 
Beckton. i I Sh | Ae : S 
nA Hii “aN f F | BURSLEM,1\= 
BOURNEMOUTH, 
Several hun- 
; WINDSOR, 
dreds in use at 
the works of the OSTON, 
London Gas &c,, &e, 


Company. 





The expensive and cumbersome process of sealing the mouths of Gas-Retorts by means of luting the Lids with lime and other materials 
hitherto used for that purpose, is henceforth rendered unnecessary, and will be superseded by the very efficient method shown in the 
accompanying illustrations. 

The Self-Sealing Lid reduces labour, saves wear and tear, obviates all the inconvenience and discomfort consequent on the preparation 
of luting, and effects a great reduction in the working expenses. The cost attending the process of “luting” in several large gas-works 
exceeds £1000 per annum, ranging in various works from 20s. to 35s. per aise sate 


THE “SPECIAL” STEAM - PUMP 
BEST PUMP FOR PUMPING AMMONIACAL LIQUOR, TAR, AND WATER IN’ GAS-WORKS, 


The “ SPECIAL” Steam-Pump is adapted for all ordinary purposes for which Steam-driven Pumps are used. 
It is economical in first cost, occupies very little space, and the wear and tear is reduced 
to a minimum, because there is absolutely no extraneous gear. 


NO FLY-WHEEL, CRANK, GOVERNORS, CONNECTING-ROD, GUIDE, or ECCENTRIC. 


Each one is care- Requires NO 
fully tested with Shafting, Gearing, 
Steam and Water Riggers, or Belts. 
before leaving the 


Manufactory. VC All Double Acting. 
In case of special IR 

quotations, the fol- OVER 1000 IN USE. 

lowing particulars 

are required, viz.— 
Pressure of Steam 

in Boiler. 


The number of 
gallons required to : ‘ J, : . 
be lifted in a given AN ma, - = Delivers a con- 
time. |). oi ! ae = = stant stream. 

And the height of | ie 
Lift from level of 
water to the point of 
delivery. 

In ordering, state 
the purpose for 
which the Pump is 
required, to ensure 
suitable valves be- 
ing sent. 














Works at any 
Speed, and any pres- 
sure of steam. 





Will force to any 
height. 








Can be placed at 
any distance away 
from a boiler. 





Occupies little 
space. 





Simple, Durable, 
Economical. 





























Diameter of Steam 
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iameter of Water ae ae an ee ees —— — —. — — —— |— 
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PRICE. . . . . .£10 £16 £22 10,€20 £27 10,£35£80 £40 £47 10250252 10 £57 10 £50 £55 £65 £85 £70,280, £100 


Now Ready, TANGYE BROTHERS & HOLMAN'’S New [Illustrated Catalogue, containing upwards of 230 closely 
printed pages of descriptive matter, and nearly 800 high-class Engravings of Machinery, Engines, Tools, Hydraulic Work, 
Pumping Machinery, &c. Price 7s. 6d., or 8s. 6d. post free in the United Kingdom, 
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PATENT DRY GAS-METERS, 


The latter being the Highest Medal awarded for \ 
Dry Gas-Meters by the Imperial Commissioners for the ‘ 
Universal Exhibition, Paris, 1867. 


THOMAS GLOVER & CO., 
DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 


214 To 222, ST. JOHN STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, 
LONDON, E.C. 


THOMAS GLOVER & CO’S PATENT DRY GAS-METERS, 


Ist, Are a remedy for all the defects of Wet Meters; 

2nd, Are suitable for all climates, whether hot or cold; 

3rd, Incur no loss of Gas by evaporation ; 

4th, Cannot become fixed by frost, however severe; 

5th, Are the most accurate and unvarying measurers of Gas; 

6th, Prevent jumping or unexpected extinction of the Lights; 

7th, May be fixed either above or below the level of the Lights; 

8th, Cannot be tampered with, without visibly damaging the outer case; 
9th, Will last much longer than Wet Meters; 
10th, Will not cost more than one-half for repair that Wet or Water Meters do; 

Are upheld for five years without charge. 











es Pes we ES 
WILLIAM PARKINSON & CO., 
(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY,) 


COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, EC. 
Established 1816. 


Li 
5 ’ => 





MANUFACTURERS OF 


PATENT WET & DRY METERS, 
STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS, 


PRESSURE REGISTERS, GAUGES, 
EXPERIMENTAL METERS, PHOTOMETERS, GASHOLDERS, &c., &c. 


WATER METERS. 





W. P. & Co. beg to state that they are now prepared to supply Station-Meters with planed joints. 
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TUESDAY, MARCH 28, 1871. 
Hotes upon Passing Events. 


Pusuic questions ripen in the present day with a rapidity that 


must be quite amazing to the meirbers of Parliament whose early | 


active career was between 1830 and 1850. But there are more 
earnest men in Parliament, more searching debates, and more 
practical writing in newspapers than when we were discussing first 
principles. It should never be forgotten that our English Parlia- 
ment, with its long and often wearisome debates, has not only to 
legislate, but to form public opinion before it legislates. For that 
purpose, not only the opinions of all the wisest men are necessary, 
but also of the fools. Was it Lord Melbourne who had his fool- 
ometer, whom he consulted when he wished to know the opinion of 
the stupidities of the nation? Here, after scarcely a twelvemonth’s 
active agitation, not led by one old or important politician, the 
army commission purchase system has crumbled away in one 
week—shall we say, sapped by the events of the great German 
Victories ? or 
Pierced by the shaft of household suffrage through ? 
It may not, perhaps, be said that it 
Dies and gives no sign. 





At any rate, it expired after one debate of five nights without any 
serious opposition. Thus disappears a system in which all the 
richer—not to say aristocratic classes (for aristocratic means rich 
in England) had a vested interest. When we compare this sudden 
collapse with other questions, it most reminds one of the corn 
laws, the maintenance of which, after being carried by a 
triumphant majority in June, 1844, were absolutely surrendered 
in December, 1845. But long agitation, in which the most 
vigorous writers and speakers had taken part, preceded by years 
the fall of the corn monopoly—an Irish famine settled the ques- 
tion. To discuss further the pros and cons of a settled. policy 
would be a waste of time. An army, with officers compelled to 
understand their profession—which is quite a different thing from 
a professional army—opens out a new profitable career to a large 
and almost new class of teachers, quite distinguished from ‘“‘ cram- 
“mers.” With all these changes in the direction of instruc- 
tion and competition, one begins to ask, ‘‘ What is to become of 
“our stupid, well-dressed boys and men?” We do not say fools, 
because folly is consistent with a very large amount of book educa- 
tion. But the dunces who learn to spell with difficulty, who can 
by no means be taught to write a decent letter, or a description of 
a familiar scene; who have no taste for languages, and never do 
learn more than enough to read a French novel under the instruc- 
tion of one of the class who form its heroines; the boys who 
never sit still except upon compulsion, and never learn anything, 
or much of anything, when they do; who hate reading, are not 
sharp enough for trade, and quite above handicraft. What is to 
become of this large class, which includes some remarkably plea- 
sant fellows, with unfailing animal spirits, great energy in idleness, 
and extraordinary fluency over a dinner-table? The colonies used 
to be open for their education, but that avenue to practical instruction 
is closed. For the fools who are not dunces the Church, of every 
denomination, will remain open, because there a man can talk as 
long as he can stammer through a sermon, and not be contra- 
dicted; but for the true dunces the prospect is really alarming, 
| now that the civil service, India, and, lastly, the army, are all 
closed—open only to hard work, practical and theoretical. It is 
true that necessity is a wonderful task-master, and that many 
men of a class who now run to seed from mere idleness, or spend 
their abilities in making up a.book on the Turf, or playing a first- 
| rate game at whist—abilities which gained their first commission 








| 
_ | by competition—will in the future army become first-rate officers. 


For a first-rate officer may still hunt many days a week, play 
| whist, and amuse himself exceedingly. 
| For many years farmers have been discussing the inconveniences 
to which they were subjected by the existence .of more than a 
score of different modes of selling grain by all sorts of local mea- 
sures and weights, in spite of the Act prescribing imperial mea- 
sure. But, up to the present time, although all corn merchants 
have been in favour of sale by weight, we do not remember an 
instance in which a farmers club dared to plainly recommend a 
uniform system. The resolutions when passed have always halted 
between two opinions. But the other day the farmers London 
club, certainly including some of the most important and intelli- 
gent tenant-farmers in the kingdom, by a sub-committee appointed 
to meet the International Decimal Association, came to a report, 
which was accepted by the committee of the whole club, recom- 
mending a change of the most sweeping character. This report 
was based upon a letter putting questions as to the desirability of 
weights or measures, addressed by the London club to every 
board of guardians, chamber of commerce, and district farmers 
club. Forty-three unions and seventeen clubs were in favour of 
sale by weight. Twelve unions and six clubs were for sale by 
measure without weight. The other answers represented every 
shade of difference of opinion. The following are the concluding 
words of the London club’s report :-— 

It certainly appears, alike from the harmony or consistency of the principle, 

| and the success which has so far attended its introduction, that the metric system 
has more promise of obtaining uniformity of weight and measure than any scheme 
which has so far been propounded. At first the terms may look like * hard 
words,”’ but when these come to be analyzed they are quite as significant as those 
still almost mystic phrases, a bushel and a gallon. If, moreover, other countries, 
like France, Belgium, Italy, and India, can accommodate themselves to these 
new weights and measures without inconvenience, it is difficult to understand 
why the English people should fail to do so naturally not for common 
observance in the outset, but to be by tuition gradually familiarized in our 
schools, and more directly recognized in Government and other public contracts, 
previous to its general introduction. 
It rests now with the President of the Board of Trade, the virtual 
Minister of Education, to decide how soon, through schools, the 
decimal system shall be popularized. Until that step is taken, 
any Act of Parliament will be a dead letter. 

The late discussions in the Common Council and Court of 
Commissioners of Sewers show that asphalte paving has com- 
pletely conquered the prejudices of the City of London. We 
wait with interest to see how a tramway set in asphalte will work. 
At present the extra wear of the paving-stones near the rails is 

one cf the difficulties of the tramway system. 
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Dr, Letheby read a paper, on the 6th of March, at.a meeting 
of the Social Science Association, on “Legislative Measures for 
“Preventing the Adulteration of Food, Drink, and Drugs,” 
remarkable for the boldness and simplicity of its recommendations. 
In this paper, which will be reprinted in a future number of the 
Jounnat, the writer, after slightly sketching the regulations and 
restrictions of the Jews, the Romans, and our medieval fore- 
fathers, traced the modern agitation to 1820 and Mr. Frederick 
Accum’s ‘‘ Death in the Pot.” Dr. Hassall’s contributions, as the 
“chief analyst of the Sanitary Commission,” to the Lancet, he 
treated as “‘ sensational.” Considering that this will bring down 
the indignation of the Lancet, we must say “ the captain,” or 
rather the “‘doctor’s a bold man.” Dr. Letheby would divide 
/dulteration into what is harmless and what is poisonous. Trades- 
men who mix flour with mustard, chicory with coffee, inferior 
starches with arrowroot, he would compel to put an explanatory 
label on their packets, and punish them if they did not. ‘ What 
“‘ good reason is there,” he says, ‘why we should prevent the 
‘* dealer from increasing the bulk of an article, or improving its 
“ appearance, or adding to its flavour, providing he does it with- 
“‘ out injury to the nutritive quality, the dietetical uses, or the 
‘‘ wholesome nature of the substance? If he fails, by means of 
“a distinct label or otherwise, to specify what the article is, he 
“* should be liable to a penalty for fraudulent dealing. It must 
“ be otherwise with the case of mineral poisons or unwholesome 
“* compounds, or of any mineral substance mixed with food. All 
“such should be strictly prohibited.” In the discussion, some 
wished to go further, no one to stop short of Dr. Letheby’s 
secommendations. The difficulty will be in the cost. Certainly 
a tradesman constituency will not vote for such a measure to 
increase local taxation, and also opposed to trade and vestry 
interests. Perhaps a union of county gentlemen and working 
men might do it. Of all punishments, the publication in the 
shop-windows would be most effective. Amongst those who 
took part in the discussion were several who wished to go a 
great deal farther than Dr. Letheby,but it is evident that he pro- 
poses as much as is practicable in the present state of public 
opinion. He mentioned incidentally, in reply, that pure butter, 
like many other eatables, was a matter of supply and price; that 
there was not nearly butter enough manufactured in all Europe 
to supply the demand; but, he said, do not let butter dealers sell 
bad fat as cheap butter, at any price. 

In an article, in a supplement to the Times. on Lord’s Dunmore’s 
Road Traction-Engine, which he applied last autumn to drawing 
harvest carts, the following passage upon the effect of patents is 
well worth quoting, not only for its intrinsic merit, but for the 
emphatic manner in which it contradicts the arguments, commonly 
put out in the leaders of the Times, against the principle of patent 
monopolies ;— 

The inventor has two classes of difficulties to contend with. From the 
moment he has conceived the idea to which he is to give form and life he is 
engaged in a fierce struggle with brute matter, which he must bend to his will, 
while, at the same time, he himself must yield at every turn to some immutable 
physical law. To co this he must effect new combinations, climb rugged and 
tortuous paths, and step from the known intothe unknown. While the contest 
lasts, he is a prey to alternate fears and hopes ; he must give up his days and 
his nights to the one thought ; he must put aside every other interest, abandon 
every other pursuit, sacrifice all to it,even his strength and health. One would 
think that a man striving thus over a creation the object of which is the general 
good, would receive the warmest sympathy and encouragement from his fellows 
—that they would regard him whose aim is to provide hundreds and thousands 
with fresh spheres of work as a great benefactor than the philanthropist who 
can only give them alms, But so far is this from being the case, that the 
inventor’s second class of difficulties is almost harder to overcome than the first. 
He has to deal with incredulity, doubt, and conservatism, and where his inven- 
tion interferes with old interests nothing is spared to crush it. In proportion 
to its rarity, then, should we esteem such public spirit as Lord Dunmore’s, who 
did not fear to proclaim his faith in, and to identify himself with,a yet untried 
invention, and who has devoted toit unflinchingly his experience as an eminent 
farmer, his energy, and time. Now that his exertions are crowned with 
complete success, and that agriculture has acquired in the road steamer a new 


servant, ready to perform every kind of farm work, we must not forget that if Mr. 
Thomson gave us this servant, it is Lord Dunmore who has trained it for us. 


The gentleman who wrote this eloquent passage was not aware 
that the proprietors of the Times have been constantly obstructed 
in their attempts to get the very best printing machinery by the 
claims of rival patentees, and have then come to the natural and 
very unjust conclusion that inventors, without having anything to 
sell except assent, should be left to make their profits by bargains 
with the people who wish to use their inventions. 

Until the other day the tramway was the latest thing in rail- 
way history, the general tendency being towards cheap lines; and 
the costly luxury of the broad gauge was gradually disappearing 
under the influence of a coal trade not contemplated when the 
magnificent line was opened between London and Windsor. But 
the latest thing in railways is a line with a single rail, devised by 


: Mr. Haddan, who, if we mistake not, has previously given his 


mind much to the improvement of artillery. Mr. J. L. Haddan’s 
attention was drawn to the need of an improved mode of carrying 
goods in the Turkish Asiatic dominions, where the traffic is, at 
present, trifling, where time is of no object, where it is of im- 








portance to use the draught animals of the country, and where the 
natives object to pay tolls for the best highway road. The fol- 
lowing is his description :— 

Imagine a bicycle let into a longitudinal aperture in the centre of the bottom 

of a cart, and the cart nearly touching the pry so that only about 6 inches 
of the wheels would be visible; next, a kind of balancing-pole run through the 
sides of the cart at right angles to the single rail on which the bicycle is to run, 
The two ends of the pole are to project about 3 feet on either side of the cart, 
and rést upon, and be harnessed to, the backs of two mules. The animals wil} 
thus be one at each side of the load, instead of being in front in the ordinary 
way. ‘It would be impossible for the cart to turn over, because, in order to do s0, 
it would have to force one mule to the ground and to lift the other into the air ; 
and, moreover, as its fluor would only be 6 inches above the rail, an overtip 
would be of no acccunt. All the weight in the cart, if evenly distributed, would 
bear upon the rail; and the animals, having no load on their backs, would be 
able to exert considerable traction power. 
Mr. Haddan proposes to give the wheels broad double flanges, so 
that in case of need the carts would run upon any good road. He 
states that.responsible contractors are prepared to lay his single 
line, with 30-lb. rails and De Bergne’s pot sleepers, at a cost of 
£450 per mile, all sidings included. He does not consider that 
the utility of his invention will be limited by the precise con- 
ditions that first called for it. He not only suggests its employ- 
ment for military purposes, but also for tramways in large cities ; 
and he says that, where space is very valuable, a horse or mule on 
only one side of the cart would be sufficient. In towns, on 
bridges, and other important places, the rail might for a short dis- 
tance be dispensed with; and passenger vehicles should be fitted 
with small friction-wheels on either side, so that, if a horse should 
fall down, the balance of the carriage would remain undisturbed. 
We are not -particularly inclined to smile on projects for public 
works in any part of Turkey; but this plan seems to deserve 
serious consideration by the Government of our Australian colo- 
nies, where horses and draught oxen are plentiful, and where 
mineral districts are divided from ports by long rolling plains, 
either barren or fit only for pasturing stock. This sort of tramway 
might be called the Precursor, being more easy to make, in many 
instances, than a common road. It is also suited to the less 
wealthy districts of our Indian possessions. Perhaps it may be 
made the subject of a study in the early days of the Civil Engi- 
neering College at Cooper’s Hill. 

A discussion in the House of Commons on the failure of the 
Land Transfer Act to simplify and cheapen transfers of land, 
opened by Mr. Gregory, led to a remarkable declaration in an 
earnest speech from Mr. Wren Hoskyns, a barrister, the younger 
son of a baronet, and author of the celebrated ‘‘ Chronicles of a 
“Clay Farm.” Mr. Hoskyns declared—and he is not far wrong— 
that English titles can never be simplified, or the conveyance of land 
made cheap, as long as so large a liberty of entail by settlement 
and bequest is permitted. He said it was impossible to register 
titles until you had a larger number of fee-simple titles :-— 

There now existed so many estates for life extending to the next generation 
before the actual ownership of the land was decided by the fee simple. 

It had been said that it ought to be as easy to buy land as to buy a horse ; 
but how would it be possible to buy a horse if the ownership of the one half of 
it was in one century and that of the other half was in another century, as was 
the case with land? The real impediment to the transfer of land was the im- 
mense period over which the ownership extended. Our middle classes were 
accustomed to invest their money where they could at once obtain what they 
purchased—where there were no delays, no unknown costs, no wearisome forms 
that disgusted them with their bargain before it was completed; and as to our 
lower classes, they found the purchase of land to be utterly hopeless, That 
subject of the transfer of land was made too much of a lawyer’s question. They 
ought first to make the article itself transferable, and then its transfer would 
not be so difficult. The common charge against the Code Napoléon was that it 
subdivided the land to excess, prescribing so much, and leaving so little scope to 
testamentary power; but in thiscountry we almostimitated the mistakes of that 
code in a still more dangerous degree, though in a different way, because we cut 
up the ownership of land into so many different, deferred, and complicated 
interests, breaking up the true interest into such a great variety of small 
estates. The hopes built upon Lord Westbury’s Act had been disappointed 
owing to that state of things. Lord Cairns’s admirable intentions in regard to 
that subject were frustrated by the dissolution of Parliament, and Lord Camp- 
bell, Lord Brougham, the present Lord Chancellor, and, indeed, almost all the 
law lords, had, in turn, attempted to give facilities for simplifying that question ; 
but he was sorry to say he believed that none of those efforts would be successful 
until they first consented to go into the whole subject of the law of real pro- 
perty. That work was begun in Prussia in 1807, and completed in the middle 
of this century, and it had nearly doubled the value of land in that country, in- 
creasing the national happiness in @ manner seldom witnessed in any State. He 
did not reproach our landed interest in this matter for a state of things of which 
he believed they were more the victims than the authors. Many men of their 
class had expressed a most liberal desire to see the transfer of land facilitated in 
England, and the great subdivision of the interest in land put an end to by fee- 
simple.ownership becoming more common. 

Thus it will be seen that what Mr. Hoskyns aims at is not to 
cheapen land ; on the contrary, he seeks to make land more acces- 
sible to purchasers by making titles cheaper and less mysterious, 
and therefore dearer. To call such views the application of Free 
Trade would be absurd. The effect of confining all settlements and 
entails to lives in being would be to put a large sum of money 
into the hands of landed proprietors under settlement. It would 
be entail limited to one generation, and most landowners who 
could would take advantage of the change to sell and pay off 
incumbrances, to provide for younger children, or to invest i 
better-paying property. But in this country, where the active 
part of the population—the people who want to make money— 
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have so many better investments than land, it is almost im- 
possible to create a class of peasant proprietors. As to farming 
on the best system, it involves so large a capital that it can only 
be done by a sort of partnership between landlord and tenant, 
the one finding the plant—that is, the land and buildings—the 
other, the capital to’ work it—viz., live stock, implements, 
manures, and cattle food, with security of tenure for a series of 
years. That the limitation of the power of settlement, and the 
diminution of the number of impoverished persons holding merely 
a life interest in the land, would encourage the progress of agri- 
culture, there can be no doubt, but it will not encourage small 
freehold farms, although it may fancy farms. In Scotland, until 
recently, the landlords possessed extraordinary privileges in the 
way of pre-emption over their tenants property, even when 
removed and sold in a fair. These privileges, called hypothec, 
have recently been abolished, except one under which the tenant 
cannot sell a growing crop while rent is due. A bill brought in 
for abolishing this pre-emption was supported by the great body 
of rich Scotch tenant-farmers, not on any Free-Trade or liberal 
or generous grounds, but because this power leads landlords to 
trust tenants with small capital, and thus raises rents against the 
rich farmers. The Lord Advocate supported this Bill, and went 
further and declaimed against the whole law of distress. This 
brought up Mr. Leeman, the advanced Liberal of York, an 
attorney of many years standing, in fierce opposition. He argued 
that by abolishing the law of distress, you destroy the only credit 
poor men can get, and throw not only farms but all shopkeeping 
and manufacturing businesses into the hands of the few who can 
pay money in advance before they have earned it. Nothing can 
be more true; and apparent clap-trap liberality such as this would 
be most injurious to the class it professes to serve. The Law of 
Hypothec Bill was thrown out by a majority including English 
members, who seldom meddle in Scotch questions. 

There are some classes of reform that grow by what they feed 
on. Such are the improved communications of London. Park Lane 
is about to burst through Hamilton Place into Piccadilly, in spite 
of the obstinate resistance of the Woods and Forests, and now 
North London traffic, let more easily into Piccadilly, wants more easy 
access to the parliamentary regions. So does St. James’s Street, 
and “all the parts that there adjacent lie.” St. James’s Park 
was once a sacred place, open only to privileged courtiers. But, 
by a narrow circuitous route, even cabs are permitted to roll and 
rumble past the palace where our Queen never lived when she 
could help it, and where for nine years she has never lived at all. 
But the Constitution Hill entrance is still a sacred way through 
which only the privileged are permitted to pass. The gate- 
keeper’s book is a very thick one now; in the time of George III. 
it consisted of only a leaf or two. But if your name is not in it 
you cannot pass. Why this obstruction should be maintained 
against private carriages no rational person can explain, for it has 
nothing to do with the privacy of Buckingham Palace. We do 
not desire to put a carriage road across the ornamental water, 
but we maintain that Constitution Hill gate should be free to all 
private carriages, as well as the Horse Guards—which the officer 
commanding in chief is about to abandon—and that the steps of 
Carlton Terrace should be turned into a sloped road, and opened 





The Royal Commission, whose report is before us, have been 
sitting for the last twelve months to inquire into the administration 
and: operation of these laws ; and the report bears evidence of the 
profound study they have given to a very complicated subject; 
while the recommendations are such as will in general commend 
themselves to approval. Much of the complexity of these laws, 
and all the inoperativeness, may be clearly traced to the principle 
of local self-government which all the general sanitary Acts 
recognize, and which the Royal Commissioners acknowledge to be 
the essence of our national vigour. Local administration, how- 
ever, as carried out at present, is admitted to have its drawbacks. 
We have a variety of administrative areas for different depart- 
ments of local government; we have several kinds of local 
authorities, sometimes with conflicting jurisdictions ; and, to add 
to the confusion, the sanitary laws have given controlling powers 
to three separate central authorities. 

Necessarily the first step towards any improvement in the law 
must be its reduction to something like uniformity and order, and 
to this end the commissioners recommend the total repeal of 
existing general Acts, and the consolidation of their provisions 
into one comprehensive statute. The subsidiary Acts, such as the 
Burial Acts and the Baths and Washhouses Act, cannot be included 
in the consolidation; and as regards local and special Acts, it is 
recommended that they shall be in force concurrently with the 


| new statute, except so far as it may be opposed to their provisions, 
| and in case of any conflict of this kind, it is suggested that power 


for carriages and all light traffic to go out at Storey’s Gate, which | 


Mr. Ayrton has consented to open, even at the risk of disturbing 


the clubs of Waterloo Place, and shocking the nerves of the | 
inhabitants of Carlton Terrace by rolling cabs “‘ betwixt the wind | 


“and their nobility.” 
ment would be to carry the Hamilton Place road across Piccadilly, 


Another very easy and obvious improve- | 
retirement of a part of the members. 


through the Green Park, into the existing Park Road—turning | 
| health authorities; and thus we should have a consolidation of 


| functions to the extent that the administration of the laws relating 
| to public health, poor-law relief, and highways would be in the 


the triangle left into a garden—heavy traffic to be excluded. 


THE SECOND REPORT OF THE ROYAL SANITARY 
COMMISSION. 
Conrvusion reigns throughout the British statute-book ; but, con- 


| said in favour of such a 


sidering the few years we have been legislating on sanitary 


matters, it may be said to have reached its height in the laws 
relating to public health. It is just about forty years since the 
first modern provision was made for the protection of health in 
a law (3 & 4 Will. IV., c. 90) which imposed penalties for con- 
taminating water with gas, and empowered surveyors of com- 
missioners of sewers to enter and inspect gas-works, which in 
those days were objects of much suspicion. There was an older 
law passed in 1388, which imposed a penalty of £20 on any one 
who threw animal refuse into rivers; and courts leet possessed 
some powers for the suppression of nuisances, under which we are 
told that Shakespeare’s father was twice fined for depositing filth 
in the street, and not keeping his gutter clean. But the enact- 
ment above named was, as we have said, the first in modern 
times specially directed to guard the general health. Since then 
we have passed some 15 general sanitary laws, and 40 or 50 
other public Acts, which constitute a mass of law difficult to be 
understood, and to a great extent inoperative. 
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may be given for the repeal or amendment of local Acts by a pro- 
visional order, The optional application of the law which is pro- 
vided for by all our existing general sanitary Acts is strongly 
condemned by the commissioners, who recommend that no option 
should be left to localities to adopt or escape from the provisions 
of the new statute, but that with necessary exceptions they should 
be applicable everywhere. Circumstances, however, vary in dif- 
ferent localities, and therefore it is proposed to distinguish between 
urban and rural districts, some of the provisions of the new statute 
being made applicable to each separately, and the rest to both 
alike. In order to provide against conflicting jurisdictions in some 
places, and the absence of any jurisdiction for health purposes in 
others, it is suggested that there should be one local authority for 
public health purposes in every place, so that no area should be 
without such authority, or have more than one, As a necessity, 
existing Local Boards of Health must be preserved with their dis- 
tricts, property, and liabilities; but, as some other authorities will 
be fused together under the new statute, provisions must be made 
as to their works, property, contracts, and liabilities. The com- 
missioners consider it expedient that Town Councils, Improvement 
Commissioners under special Acts, or Local, Boards of Health 
within the respective districts assigned to them, should be the sole 
local authority for administering the provisions of the new sanitary 
law; but in the absence of either of these they consider the 
guardians of the poor to be the fittest authority, more especially 
in rural districts. This last authority the commissioners consider 
to possess many recommendations. They are elective, they exist 
everywhere, they possess a complete organization, they have 
medical officers acquainted with the state of disease in their dis- 
tricts; and since the commissioners go on to recommend 
that the functions of a Minister of Health should be combined 
with the administration of the poor-law, they naturally propose 
to avail themselves of existing machinery. But where a Board 
of Guardians are the health authority, it is suggested that they 
should be elected for three years, with fit provision for the annual 
The duties of highway 
surveyors, it is also suggested, should be exercised by the local 


hands of the same authority. There is, no doubt, much to be 
concentration of power. Under the 
present system, or want of system, the commissioners accurately 
state there isa waste and weakening of authority, a redundancy 
of officers, while the varying areas of administration lead toa 
duplication of rates, and a general uncertainty of jurisdiction. 
The new central authority it is proposed to create under the 
new statute will be charged with very extensive powers and 
duties. He will preside over the relief of the poor, and wil! have 
full general powers of supervision, control, and direction over all 
local health authorities ; the medical and veterinary departments of 
the Privy Council, the Local Government Act Office, the Registrar- 
General's office, and al] sanitary powers and duties now exercised 
by or under the Privy Council, the Home Office, or the Board of 
Trade, will be placed under his superintendence. The combina- 
tion of powers under one local authority, we have mentioned above, 
will necessitate the revision of poor-law unions and highway 
districts ; and thus the central authority is to have power to unite, 
divide, add to, and dissolve districts and authorities; and, further, 
to confer a power of union or combination between local 
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authorities for the execution of joint- sewerage works, extended 
drainage, and the like. 


We need not detain our readers over the proposed constitution 


of the new central authority, which, we need hardly say, is likely. 


to become an extensive and expensive department of State. By 
combining, however, the various offices we have mentioned under 
one head, it may be that in time some saving of expense may be 
made. 


A very important suggestion made in the report is that local 
authorities should have the power of combination for the execu- 
tion of extensive drainage works, or for economizing a water 
supply, and for this purpose to take part in the formation of Boards 
under the Land Drainage Act, 1861, each local authority within 
the extended jurisdiction to be represented by one or more mem- 
bers of its own body on the united Board. And for the purpose 
of securing due consideration for all interests possibly affected by 
any such operation, it is proposed that there shall be no purchase 
by a local health authority of water, or of land for yielding water, 
for public supply, without the consent of the Watershed Board (if 
any) of the district affected, or of the central authority if there be no 
watershed authority, or of the central authority on appeal from the 
watershed authority, who on all proceedings are to be entitled to 
appear and be heard. But, subject to the above conditions, the 
commissioners consider it expedient that all local health authorities 
should have power to acquire by compulsion water or land for 
yielding water, whether within or without their districts, for the 
purposes of public supply. 

The commissioners go on to recommend that the medical de- 
partment of the Privy Council should be continued in the new 
central department with a largely increased staff of inspectors, who 
should from time to time visit all local health districts. In the 
case of obstinate districts, which decline to elect members of a 
Local Board, it is suggested that they should be brought to reason 
by having members appointed for them by the central authority, 
who should further have the power of securing the due action of 
elected Boards by enforcing penalties for neglect of duty, and, 
whenever necessary, interposing to perform the neglected duty 
(including the execution of any works deemed requisite), provid- 
ing for the expense by imposing rates, and borrowing money on 
the security of the recalcitrant Board. It must be confessed that 
local self-government under such conditions has a very peculiar 
aspect. 


Although the subject of the pollution of rivers is under the 
consideration of another commission, it is recommended in this 
report that the powers of the proposed new statute should be so 
restricted as in no case to authorize or occasion the pollution of 
any river through their exercise. We may here remark on the 
change of opinion which has taken place within a comparatively 
few years. It is not so long since our sanitary authorities 
encouraged, if they did not actually recommend, large towns to 
drain their refuse into the river which the pious monk thanked 
Providence for the care it took to send through every large town. 
Now all our efforts are directed towards diverting sewage from 
this receptacle, and distributing it upon land. But who can say 
shat in the course of a few years sewage farms will not be, in 
turn, proscribed, and what shall we do then? 

We have gone through nearly all the resolutions of the com- 
missioners, but perhaps the most important of all remains to be 
mentioned. It is: ‘* That in addition to the duties prescribed by 
‘the existing Registration Acts, it shall be made the duty of 
“the Registrar-General, and of district registrars, to register 
“disease and sickness, or specified cases of disease and 
* sickness.”’ The best-written section of this report is that 
which treats of registration. It sets forth clearly the uselessness 
for any sanitary purpose of a mere register of deaths, the causes 
assigned for which are but too often erroneous, in consequence of 
ignorance, carelessness, or from regard for the feelings of friends. 
It is not suggested, however, that a complete registration of 
disease should be made. It would be sufficient for the present to 
register those which affect large numbers of the population, and 
which may be considered in a greater or less degree preventible 
by sanitary arrangements, and are not usually difficult of dis- 
crimination. 

Such are the chief recommendations of this report. How soon, 
and to what extent, the Government will be prepared to carry out 
the suggestions in the new statute proposed remains to be seen. 
We shall, probably, hear nothing of it this session. But while it is 
delayed, we may inform our readers that, in the opinion of the com- 
missioners, the clauses of the Nuisances Removal Act, 1855, 
which prohibit the access of gas washings to streams of water, or 
drains communicating therewith, require amendment. The powers 
conferred, it is said, should be strengthened, and there should also 
be power to enter gas-works. 











Circular to: Gas Companies. 


Tue gas interest has been taken by surprise by a Bill introduced 
by the Board of Trade for amending the Gas-Works Clauses Act, 
1847. It was well known that the department had under con- 
sideration a measure for amending the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, 
and the City of London Gas Act, 1868; bat no suspicion, so far 
as we are aware, was entertained that more extensive legislation 
was contemplated, or that it was intended to interfere with an 
Act which, for nearly a quarter of a century, had worked so well 
both for the public and for those who had their capital invested 
in gas undertakings. We reprint the Bill in eztenso in another 
column, and may preface the remarks we may have to make on 
its provisions with the observation that, although ostensibly 
intended to apply only to such gas undertakings as may be here- 
after authorized by any special Act, or by any provisional order 
made under the Gas and Water Facilities Act, 1870, yet that 
they may be introduced into any Act promoted by authorized 
companies whenever they apply for further powers, and therefore it 
is incumbent on them to watchits progress. The Bill, as we have 
said, is to have no retro-active effect, but is to apply to every 
undertaking hereafter to be authorized. But a curious exception 
will be noticed in clause 4, which declares that its provisions may 
not apply ‘‘ when the powers and privileges conferred by a special 
‘* Act or provisional order are not granted to the undertakers for 
“‘ their own pecuniary benefit.” It may be asked here how far 
local authorities are to be made free from obligations which are 
to be binding on gas companies. Any exception of this kind may 
open the door to great abuses, and the public may find in the 
long run that the little finger of a Corporation is thicker than the 
loins of a gas company. The system of a quinquennial revision of 
price provided for by clause 6 is open to great objection, and 
would operate most prejudicially to a company desirous to raise 
their capital. Who would think of investing money in a concern, 
the profits of which may be cut down at the arbitrary will of a 
Government inspector? It is bad enough to fix a maximum price 
for gas at all, for no one can predict what change may take place 
in the price of the staple of gas companies; but a revision of this 
maximum price every five years must derange all commercial cal- 
culations, or indeed render any calculation or even guess impos- 
sible. And then the undertakers are to pay the costs of all 
inquiries which may precede a revision of price. We know only 
one parallel for such an enactment, and that is to be found in the 
Turkish law, which provides that when a man is bastinadoed he 
shall pay the operator for his labour, and the man who counts the 
strokes for his time. 

We may pass over the clauses relating to the supply of gas to 
owners and occupiers of premises, which are, on the whole, fair 
enough, and come to that one which prescribes that undertakers 
shall supply public lamps at the lowest price charged to any con- 
sumer or consumers in the district. There is a speciousness about 
this clause which will make most people overlook the manifest in- 
justice which is likely to be done in some instances. Take a case 
which is tolerably certain to occur. A company supplying public 
lamps over a considerable area, but with a comparatively small 
amount of private consumption, applies for statutory powers. 
Their best customer is a railway company, with whom a contract 
is made fcr the supply of a large station at a reduced rate. In 
such a case there is a large consumption—possibly some million of 
feet per annum—over a small area, and any loss from leakage is the 
loss of therailway company. But.the supply of public lamps may 
involve much profitless outlay in pipe-laying, and great loss to the 
gas company by leakage. The conditions of supply, in the two 
cases, are, in fact, not at all comparable; and it would be the 
height of injustice to compel the one to be made at the same cost 
as the other. 

The general provisions which the Act proposes to make for the 
testing of gas may be so far objected to that they are wholly in- 
applicable in the case of small companies and of villages, which 
in future will constitute the bulk of applicants for parliamentary 
powers. Examiners will never be appointed in such places, and 
it would be absurd to saddle a company with the expense of pro- 
viding a testing-place and apparatus which will never be used. A 
similar objection may be made to the system of account-keeping 
prescribed. Such accounts must be prepared by skilled ac- 
countants, but could not be made up by ordinary managers of 
sinall works with the multifarious duties they have to perform. 
Nor can it bealleged that in these cases there is the smallest occa- 
sion for such accounts, unless they are intended to pave the way 
for the system of confiscation suggested and favoured by clause 30. 
The history of gas undertakings in general shows that at first they 
are altogether unprofitable, that for many years they yield but 
little profit, but that at the end of, perhaps, fifteen vears of careful 
management they become prosperous concerns. [tis at this point, 
when the shareholders are beginning to reap the value of their 
investments, that this Bill invites local authorities to step in with 
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a twelvemonth’s notice and buy up the undertaking. The excuse 
is the benefit of the public. In fact, it is only a peculiar form of 
the “‘ liquidation sociale’ demanded by the Red Republicans of Paris. 
There are always plenty of men on Local Boards who, having no 
gas property, are ready and willing to promote these schemes of 
confiscation, but we feel quite certain that the House of Commons 
will hesitate before it sanctions the general invitation to plunder 
contained in this clause. 

We must refer more at length to Schedule B, and the regula- 
tions respecting the testing apparatus, and the rules for testing. 
As regards the apparatus, we may say, first, that we object to the 
enclosed photometer being stereotyped in any Act of Parliament. 
It possesses a single recommendation—it dispenses with the ne- 
cessity for a dark room. On the other hand, it is inconvenient to 
use, and is liable to defects which may seriously interfere with the 
accuracy of an experiment. We object also to the specification 
of any particular burner as a test-burner in an Act of Parliament. 
Sugg’s London Argand is unquestionably, to-day, the burner 
which evolves the most light with common gas. But who can 
say that to-morrow another may not be invented which will evolve 
more light, and be better adapted for general use. The history of 
gas legislation contains a description of many burners, all in their 
day supposed to be the best. We have had the Birmingham 
burner, the Dublin burner, the Sugg-Letheby’s Argand, and we 
have now Sugg’s London Argand. But in this matter, as in all 
branches of physical science, ‘‘ the point which was invisible yes- 
“‘terday becomes our goal to-day, and may be our starting- 
“ place to-morrow.” There is no such thing as “finality” in 
science. Under such circumstances it is far better to leave the 
company to select the burner which they consider the best 
adapted to evolve the luminiferous quality of their gas, under, it 
may be, some control from the Board of Trade. The company 





are just as likely to choose a bad one as a good one, and, in the 
former case, the Board of Trade, who have the public interest so 
much at heart, would never think of interfering with them. Even 
the standard Argand burners here prescribed we know may show 
variations of 7 or 8 per cent. in value with gas of the same 





quality. What, again, is a steatite bat’s-wing No. 7, prescribed for 
testing cannel gas? A name—nothing more; for we have no 
evidence that any two burners of the description will agree in | 
their indications. 

Then, as regards the rules prescribed for the testing of gas, 
complete and reasonable as they appear, we may repeat that it is 
absurd to attempt to impose them on the little companies in the 
country, who will probably seek to avail themselves of the pro- 
visions of the Gas and Water Works Facilities Act. It is im- 
possible for them to adopt the same perfect means of purification | 
which can be employed with profit in larger undertakings in great | 
cities. The material for purification is not always readily accessible, 
and they have few opportunities of disposing of waste products. 
Under such circumstances it is unreasonable to impose on them a 
fixed standard of purity, and the most that can be expected of 
them is to keep their gas free from sulphuretted hydrogen. 

The Bill is described by its title as an ‘“‘ Amendment ” Bill, but 
it might be more accurately characterized as “‘ A Bill for the Dis- 
‘*couragement of Private Enterprise.” We are glad to see that 
it is to be opposed on the second reading ; and we recommend 
that no time should be lost in petitioning against it, both on the 
part of incorporated and unincorporated companies. 

We have referred before to the circular letter of the Board of 
Trade tothe metropolitan gas companies, asking their opinions on 
the various points with which the Board proposes to deal in the 
forthcoming Government measure. The companies, we believe, 
have replied to this’ letter; and, so far as we learn, there is a 
substantial agreement in the answers. As regards the power of 
purchase it is proposed to give to some local authority or 
Corporation, some companies see no objection to this, but others 
are strongly opposed. So in the proposal for amalgamation, 
most of the companies make no objection to the principle of 
permissive amalgamation, but at the same time express doubts 
whether, if general, it would be advantageous to the public, while 
it is urged by some that it would undoubtedly involve loss to them. | 
No objection, we believe, is made by any company to the principle | 
of an insurance-fund; but at the same time a reserve-fund is | 
considered indispensable. No company, we understand, has any 
objection to have their 'gas tested by properly qualified examiners. 
As regards illuminating power and price, and the revision of these, 
most agree that the provisions of the Imperial Act, 1869, are 
reasonable, and might be accepted. Some, however, contend 
for the seven days average asked by the Chartered Company. It 
must be said here, for the honour of some companies, that they 
now supply gas of a quality greatly in excess of their statutory 
obligations, at a lower price than they are empowered to charge. 
As regards penalties, it is in general urged that they ought not 
to be paid out of dividend, and that those imposed by recent 
Acts are excessive, but no objections are made to penalties for 








| 
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substantial defaults. In no case is any disapprobation of the © 
proposed audit of accounts expressed. So far we gather that the 
replies of the companies express a willingness to make every 
concession to public demands consistent with a due regard to their 
own interests. 

Considerable progress has already been made in the gas _ busi- 
ness before Parliament. The old Aberdare Company have again 
failed in their application, and now cannot be expected to renew 
it. Their fate suggests a double moral to companies—first, to go 
to Parliament while the way is clear of opposition; and, if this 
opportunity ve lost, to sell their undertaking with grace when 
there is the best chance for doing so. 

The Thirsk Gas Bill has passed through committee with but 
small alterations, after a feeble opposition on the part of some of 
the inhabitants, who succeeded, however, in cutting down the 
amount allowed for “‘ original” capital, and compelling the sale of 
new shares by auction, so as to give the inhabitants of the town 
the opportunity of embarking capital in the undertaking. 

The opposition in the case of the Whitby Bill was of a similar 
kind, the Improvement Commissioners of the town wishing to 
have a large deduction made from the amount of capital asked for 
by the promoters. It was proposed to insert a clause giving the 
Commissioners or the Local Board, when the Local Government 
Act has been adopted, power to make a compulsory purchase of 
the undertaking, but this was rejected by the committee. They 
stipulated that the original capital should be fixed at £18,000, 
instead of £40,000, and the additional at £15,000, instead of 
£20,000, again introducing an auction clause, which is now be- 
coming a common feature in gas Bills. The maximum price of 
gas was fixed at 5s. all over the district. 

The Sheppy Gas Bill was disposed of before the committee in 
a much shorter time than could have been anticipated. At the 
last moment a compromise was effected, and the Local Board 
virtually accepted the Bill as it stood. In deference to Lord 
Redesdale, the shares are to be converted into shares of £10 each, 
and the maximum dividend on the new capital is limited to 7 per 
cent. The maximum price is reduced to 4s. 6d., without any 
stipulation as to discount for prompt payment; and as until now 
the price has been 5s., with a discount of 10 per cent., the charge 
for gas remains practically the same. An attempt was made to 
introduce a clause to save more particularly the rights of the 
Local Board, but the committee considered the clause proposed 
by the company to give ample protection, and rejected that 
proposed by the Board. It is worthy of remark that after 
all the “‘ tall talk ” of the chairman, and the acrimonious disputa- 
tion, the principle of supplying the public lamps on average meter 
indication, proposed by the company in the earliest stage of the 
dispute, has been accepted by the Board as satisfactory. 

In addition to the foregoing gas Bills, the proceedings on which 
are reported in other columns, Bills for incorporating companies 
for the supply of Todmorden, parts of Wandsworth, Barnet, and 
West Houghton, have been disposed of by committees, the reports 
of which we are compelled to defer. In the Todmorden case, the 
committee inserted a clause for the protection of Messrs. Fielden 
Brothers, the great cotton manufacturers, who, in addition to their 
own mills, supply 1200 of their workmen with gas. In the 
Wandsworth case, the committee passed the Bill promoted by 
Mr. Dormay, the owner of a small gas-work in the heart of 
Wandsworth, with a rental of about £300 per annum, which 
gives that gentleman the power to carry on his works in compe- 
tition with the Wandsworth Company. In the Barnet case, the 
committee threw out the Bill, principally on account of objections 
to the site proposed for new works; and in the West Houghton 
case, the committee struck out some townships already lighted by 
the Bolton Gas Company. The important Bill of the Chartered 
Company has been passed by committee, after striking out the 
clauses intended to amend the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, and the 
City of London Gas Act, 1868, and making some further verbal 
alterations. 

We may compliment Mr. Arnold Taylor, and at the same time 
congratulate the ratepayers of Sheerness, on the decision that 


| gentleman arrived at with respect to the proposal of the Local 


Board to borrow £5000 to erect gas-works. The reception of the 
report by the Board was such as might have been expected. The 
chairman ate his leek like ancient Pistol, and indulged in much 
vulgar abuse of Mr. Taylor, still protesting that the Board had 
the power to erect gas-works. It must have been in a spirit of 
emptiest bravado or broadest hypocrisy that he subsequently 
lectured the clerk for not having given notice to terminate the 
agreement with the company, for he must have known 
that the only course open in that event was to renew the 
contract on terms he had refused or leave the town in 
darkness. There is one paragraph in Mr. Taylor’s report to which 


particular notice may be directed, since it will serve to correct an 
impression which we fear is commonly entertained by local authori- 
It is as follows :—‘' The chairman and clerk of the Local 


ties. 
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“Board admitted that, if the latter could establish gas-works of | 


“their own, it was their intention to compete with the present 
*“*eompany in supplying private consumers. I cannot think that 
“such a proceeding is justifiable, or that this department would 
“sanction a course by which a Local Board could raise cepital 
** at the expense of the ratepayers, and spend it ina contest with 
“an existing company, the capital of which is mainly in the hands 
* of residents of the district.” And so for the present ends this 
“storm in a teapot.” But by-and-by the inevitable bill of costs 
will come in, and the question will become urgent—How is it to 
be paid? There will be more angry discussions, we fear, at the 
Sheerness Local Board. 


Correspondence, 


WATER-METERS. 

Siz,—I find reported in your Journal of the 14th inst. a very 
imteresting paper on water-meters, read at a meeting of the Society 
ef Arts, and the discussion following thereon. I am sorry to trespass 
on your space at atime when parliamentary proceedings render it 
most valuable, but will deem it a favour if you will allow me space 
to correct some statements then made. Mr. Bodkin is reported to 
have said, in speaking of our meter, that ‘the acknowledged defects 
of expense and great complexity have gradually caused this meter to 
fall into disuse.” At present 170 of our men are exclusively engaged 
in the manufacture of water-meters, being about four times the num- 
ber similarly engaged four years ago. Among other customers, I find 
that within the last two years we have sent to 

Manchester . . 970 meters. 

Birmingham . 338: » 

GIMOOW .0o5,) 2: 4, > 2H ‘a 
Fsubmit that the managers of these works are as likely to have as 
much practical experience in water-meters as any three gentlemen 
he could name. We are informed, by one of the oldest and largest 
ef our customers, that last year it cost them 4 per cent. on the cost 
ef our meters to keep them in repair and replace frost bursts. 
Instead of being complicated, they seem to be the only meter which 
‘water-works managers find no difficulty in getting their turncocks to 
vepair. I can assure Mr. Pickstone that he is mistaken in supposing 
that our meter can possibly register against the consumer. { pre- 
same that his words do not convey his meaning, when he states, as 
an advantage of a particular meter, that it enables him, as the director 
ef a water company, to charge his customers for water while he is 
actually delivering air. Any high-pressure meter will register air; 
bat it is the duty of a water company to make provision for carrying 
off air before it gets to the meter. Did your space permit, I would 
have spoken of the absurdity of stating that any one meter is capable 
of passing water unregistered, by showing that that must necessarily 
be possible in eyery single cylinder and inferential meter. There are 
many water-works managers who know that attention to their meters 
is not lost. If all would only give one hundredth part of the atten- 
tion to their meters which they are expected to give to their pumping- 
engines, they would find that meter makers are not so far behind as 
they imagine. THos. KENNEDY, Jin. 

35, Elizabeth Street, Cheetham, Manchester, 

March 18, 1871. 





PAINT FOR GASHOLDERS. 

Srr,— Would you or some of your readers inform me what is con- 
sidered the best paint for gasholders? I have been using red oxide, 
which I find stands very well on the crown and upper sheets, but on 
those which dip into the water frequently it soon blisters, and comes 
eff with the least touch. During the late frosts, two sheets were 
stripped as bare as if they had never been painted. My gasholder is 
on the sea-coast, and very much exposed to the sun. A. V. D. 

March 24, 1871. 


Manchester, writes to the Chemical News, in reply to an inquiry of a correspon- 
dent, explanatory of the boiling over of tar-stills. Hesays: “ Itis the presence 
of ammonia water amongst the tar which causes the latter to froth up and boil 
over in the stills, although a moderate degree of heat be applied, and even that 
gradually; the danger never ceases till almost all the ammonia water has come 
over, and it is greater the larger the amount of this water present in the tar. 
The reason then that itis found at times that the stills will inevitably boil over, 
and that there is scarcely any possibility of preventing it, is that the men, in 
eharging, have run more water in with the tar than usual. The best means of 
separating the two bodies (the tar and the water) is, I believe, as follows:— 
The tar and ammonia water are emptied together from the barrels into one 
well, in which the two separate, the ammonia water being in the upper layer 
of fluid, and the tar, holding a considerable amount of water in suspension, in 
the lower. There ought to be a tank elevated on brickwork, so high that the 
bottom thereof shall be level with the man-holes of the tar-stills; and this tauk 
should be sufliciently large to hold, at the least,a charge fully sufficient fo™ 
the largest still, so as to preclude the necessity of refilling. If possible, it would 
be most convenient to have the tank of such capacity that it would contain two 
or three charges of tar, but they must be full charges (e.g., no fraction oa 
eharge left). The tank is to be furnished with tap and 3-inch bore pipe, leading 
to the man.- holes of the stills. The tar is now to be pumped from the well, by 
a pump whose pipe dips nearly to the bottom of the layer of tar, into the tank 
above, and there it should stand, at least twelve hours, if possible more, before 
running into the stills. By this means the water held in suspension by the tar 
has time to rise, and will be found after the above-mentioned lapse of time, to 
be floating in a thin layer on its surface. It is impossible thus to separate all 
the water, but ¢ ¢s possible to separate such portion thereof that the distillation 
ofthe tar may be rendered practicable. Of course, even after taking these 
precautionary measures, the greatest care is still requisite in commencing 
operations, and till, in fact, all the crude benzol has ceased to come off.” 














— Regal Intelligence. 


SUSSEX COUNTY ASSIZES.—Lewes, Turspay, Marcu 21, 
(Nisi Prius Court, before Mr. Justice HANNEN.) 
ELLSEY AND WIFE v. PHILLIPS, 

This was an action to recover damages for injuries sustained by the alleged 
negligence of deferndant’s servants. 

The Hon. G. Denman, Q.C., and Mr. Granrmam were for plaintiff; and 
Serjeant Parry and Mr. Barry for defendant. 

Plaintiff was formerly a porter at the Brighton station, and his wife kept a 
little general shop at 79, New England Street, Brighton. Defendant was 
contractor for the construction of the sewers in Brighton, and made the sewer 
in New England Street in September last. After they were made, there was a 
great escape of gas in the street, and while defendant’s foreman was engaged 
on the 25th of September in endeavouring to ascertain whence it proceeded, an 
explosion occurred. It extended into plaintiff's house, his wife was thrown 
down and hurt, various articles on the table in the room were broken and 
destroyed, and the plaster of the ceiling and a partition were blown down. 
The case for the plaintiff was that the escape of gas was ¢aused by the imperfect 
ramming in of the earth over the sewer, inducing the main gas-pips to subside, 
and thus breaking the pipes connecting it with the houses ; that the explosion 
was caused by the light which the foreman was. using when searching to 
discover the escape; and that Mrs. Ellsey was so much hurt that her husband 
was obliged to give up his situation at the railway, where he was earning £1 a 
week, to attend to the shop. 

Mr. Barry, for the defence, contended that the plaintiff and his wife had 
exaggerated their losses; thatit was unnecessary and unreasonable for defendant 
to give up his situation for the purpose of carrying on his wife's business; that 
it was not proved the escape was caused by anything the defendant's servants 
did, for the pipe was an o!d one, and the escape should have been attended to 
by the gas company, and that there was no proof whatever of any act by a 
servant of defendant's to cause the explosion. 

After his lordship had summed up, the jury returned a verdict for plaintiff 
—damazes £50. 


Parliamentary Intelligence. 


A BILL TO AMEND THE GAS-WORKS CLAUSES ACT, 1847. 
Wuereas it is expedient that the provisions contained in the Gas- Works Clauses 
Act, 1847, should be amended :— 

Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in 
this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows 
(that is to say) :— 

Construction of Act. 

1. The Gas-Works Clauses Act, 1847, so far as the same is not inconsistent 

with this Act, and this Act shall be construed together as one Act. 
Short Title. 

2. This Act may be cited as ‘* The Gas- Works Clauses Act, 1871,’’ and “‘ The 
Gas-Works Clauses Act, 1847,” and this Act may be cited together as ‘‘ The 
Gas-Works Clauses Acts, 1847 and 1871.” 

Repeal of certain parts of Gas-Worlks Clauses Act, 1847, specified in Schedule. 

3. From and after the passing of this Act, there shall be repealed the several 
sections of the Gas-Works Clauses Act, 1847, specified in the schedule to this 
Act annexed: Provided always, that no repeal hereby enacted shall affect the 
said sections in any case in which they or any of them are incorporated in any 
Act of Parliament in force at the time of the passing of this Act, nor any act, 
contract, matter, or thing duly done or made under or by virtue of any of the 
sections hereby repealed. 

Application of Act. 

4, The provisions of this Act shall apply to every gas undertaking authorized 
by any special Act hereafter passed, or by any provisional order made under the 
authority of the Gas and Water- Works Facilities Act, 1870, save where the said 
provisions are expressly varied or excepted by any such special Act or provisional 
order, or where the powers and privileges conferred by such special Act or pro- 
visional order are not granted to the undertakers for their own pecuniary benefit ; 
and every such special Act and provisional order is in this Act included in the 
term “ the special Act.” 

Interpretation. 

5. Terms used in this Act have the same meanings respectively as the same 
terms have when used in the Gas-Works Clauses Act, 1847, and in the Gas and 
Water Facilities Act, 1870. 

The term ‘‘ prescribed ’’ in this Act shall mean prescribed by the special Act ; 

The term “‘ premises” in this Act shall include house and building ; 

And the expression ‘‘ superior courts” or **court of competent jurisdiction,” 
in this Act or in any Act wholly or partially incorporated herewith, sball be read 
and have effect as if the debt or demand in respect of which the expression is 
used were an ordinary simple contract debt and not a debt or demand created by 
statute. Prick or Gas. 

Limiting Price of Gas. 

6. The price to be charged by the undertakers for gas supplied by them to 
consumers (in this Act referred to as the ‘‘ maximum price’) shall not during 
the period of five years next ufter the passing of the special Act, exceed the 

rice prescribed, nor subsequently such sum per one thousand cubic feet as may 
rom time to time be fixed in the manner by this section directed. 

The Board of Trade shall, during the last three months of the said period of 
five years, and during the last three months of every succeeding period of five 
years, proceed to revise the maximum price then fixed, and shall fix as the 
maximum price to be charged by the undertakers from and after the expiration 
of any such period of five years, fur and during the next succeeding period 
of five years, such sum as is in their judgment reasonable and just, having re- 
gard to the circumstances of the undertaking, to the prescribed illuminating 
power of the gas supplied, and to the consumption of gas within the limits of 
the special Act. 

For the purposes of such revision the Board of Trade may appoint a competent 
person to make inquiry, within the limits of the special Act or otherwise, as to 
such matters as they think proper and necessary to be inquired into; and of 
every such intended revision and appointment they shall give due notice to the 
local authority or authorities, as the case may be, having jurisdiction within the 
limits of the special Act, to the undertakers and to the inhabitants within the 
limits of the special Act. 

The costs of any such inquiry as aforesaid shall be paid by the undertakers. 
Suprty or Gas to OwnERS AND OccuPrIers OF PREMISES, 
Undertakers to furnish sufficient Supply of Gas to Owners and Occupiers within 
the Limits of the Special Act. 

7. The undertakers shall give and continue to give to every owner or occupier 
of premises within the limits of the special Act, requiring the same, a sufficient 
supply of gas for such premises, and they shall furnish any pipe that may be 
necessary for such purpose, subject to the conditions following (that is to say) :— 

The cost of so much of ary pipe for the supply of gas to any owner or oc- 

cupier as muy be laid upon premises the property of such owner or in the 
possession of such occupier shall be defrayed by such owner or occupier, 
and the cost of so much of any such pipe as may be laid for a greater dis- 
tance than thirty feet from any pipe of the undertakers, and not on such 
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premises as aforesaid, shall be defrayed by such owner or occupier and the 
undertakers in such proportions as they may agree on, or, in default of 
agreement, as may be determined by arbitration in manner provided by 
“The Companies Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845,” with respect to the 
settlement of disputes by arbitration. 

Every owner or occupier of premises requiring a supply of gasshall—- 

Serve a notice upon the undertakers at their odice, specifying the premises in 
respect of which such supply is required, and the day (not being an earlier 
day than a reasonable time after the date of the service of such notice) upon 
which such supply is required to commence ; 

Enter into a written contract with the undertakers (if required by them so to 
do) to continue to receive and pay for a supply of gas for a period of at 
least two years, of such an amount that the rent payable for the same shall 
not be less than twenty pounds per centum per annum on the outlay in- 
curred by the undertakers in providing any pipe to be provided by them for 
the purpose of such supply; and 

Give to the undertakers (if required by them so to do) security for the pay- 
ment to them of all moneys which may become due to them by such owner 
or occupier in respect of any pipe to be furnished by the undertakers and 
in respect of gas to be supplied by them. 

Provided always, that the undertakers may, after they have given a supply of 
gas for any premises, by notice in writing, require the owner or occupier of 
such premises, within seven days after the date of the service of such notice, to 
give to them security for the payment of all moneys which may from time to 
time become due to them in respect of such supply, in case such owner or 
occupier has not already given such security, or in case any security given has 
become invalid, or is insufficient, and in case any such owner or occupier fails 
to comply with the terms of such notice, the undertakers may, if they please, 
discontinue to supply gas for such premises. 

Undertakers may require Consumers to use Meters, 

8. Every consumer of gas supplied by the undertakers shall consume such gas 
by a meter duly stamped under the authority of an Act passed in the session of 
Parliament held in the twenty-second and twenty-third years of the reign of 
Her present Majesty, intituled “* An Act for Regulating Measures used in Sales 
of Gas,’’ and being a legal meter within the meaning of the said Act, or bya 
meter supplied or approved by the undertakers: Provided always, that the un- 
dertakers shall not refuse to approve of any meter which when duly tested 
according to the rules contained in the said Act for regulating measures used in 
sales of gas is found to be correct within the meaning of the said Act. 

Undertakers to supply Meters, 

9. The undertakers shall supply to any owner or occupier of premises within 
the limits of the special Act requiring the same a meter for registering gas sup- 
plied by them: Provided always, that such owner or occupier shall, if required, 
previous to receiving such meter, give to the undertakers security for payment 
to them of the price of such meter if he desires to purchase the same, or of the 
rent of such meter if he desires to hire the same. 

Nature and Amount of Security. 

10. Where any owner or occupier is required by this Act to give security to 
the undertakers, such security may be by way of deposit or otherwise, and of 
such amount as he and the undertakers agree on, or as, in default of agreement, 
may be determined, on the application of either party, by two justices, who 
may also order by which of the parties the costs of the proceedings before them 
shall be paid, and the decision of the justices shall be final and binding on all 

arties. 
. Where any sum of money is deposited by way of security under the provisions 
of this Act with the undertakers, they shall pay interest thereon so long as the 
same remains in their hands, at the rate of five per centum per annum, 
Consumer tu keep his Meter in proper order. 

11. Every consumer of gas supplied by the undertakers shall at all times, at 
his own expense, keep all meters belonging to him, whereby any gas of the 
undertakers is registered, in proper order for correctly registering such gas, and 
in default of his so doing the undertakers may cease to supply gas through such 
meter. The undertakers shall have access to and be at liberty to take off, 
remove, test, inspect, and replace any such meter at all reasonable times, such 
taking off, removal, testing, inspecting, and replacing to be done at the expense 
of the undertakers if the meter be found in proper order, but otherwise at the 
expense of the consumer. 

Undertakers to keep Meter let for Hire in Repair. 
12. The undertakers shall at all times, at their own expense, keep all meters 


let for hire by them to any consumer, in proper order for correctly registering | 


gas; and in default of their so dving the consumer shall not be liable to pay rent 
for the same during such time as such default continues. The undertakers 
shall, for the purposes aforesaid, have access to and be at liberty to remove, test, 
inspect, and — any such meter at all reasonable times. 
egister of Gas-Meters to be prima facie Evidence. 
13. The register of the meter shall be prima fucie evidence of the quantity of 


gas consumed, and in respect of which any rent is charged and sought to be 


recovered by the undertakers: Provided always, that if the undertakers and the 


-consumer differ as to the quantity consumed, such difference shall be determined 


upon the application of either party by two justices, who may also order by 
which of the pony the costs of the proceedings before them shall be paid, and 
the decision of the justices shall be final and binding on all parties. 
Power to remove Meter and Fittings. 
14. In all cases in which a consumer of gas supplied by the undertakers ceases 


ito require a supply of such gas, andin all cases in which the undertakers are 


authorized to take away and cut off the supply of gas from any premises, it 
shall be lawful for the undertakers, their agents or workmen, after twenty-four 
hours notice in writing, under the hand of the secretary of the undertakers, to 
the occupier, or if unoccupied, then to the owner or lessee, of any premises in 
which any pipes, meters, fittings, or apparatus belonging to the undertakers are 
laid or fixed, and through or in which the supply of gas is from any such cause 
discontinued, to enter such premises between the hours of nine in the morning 


and four in the evening, for the purpose of removing and to remove such pipes, 


ain Se or apparatus, repairing all damage caused by such entry or 
removal, 
Suprry or Gas to Loca, AvurTHoritizs, 
Supply and Price of Gas to Public Lamps. 

15. The undertakers shall supply gas to public lamps within the limits of the 
special Act in such quantities as the local authority of each district within the 
limits of the special Act may from time to time require to be supplied, and the 
price to be charged by the undertakers, and to be paid to them, for all gas so 
supplied to or for any such public lamp, shall not exceed the lowest price for the 
time being charged by the undertakers to any other consumer or consumers 
within the limits in which such public lamps shall be situated. 

As to Consumption of Gas supplied to the Public Lamps. 

16. The gas supplied to the public lamps within the limits of the special Act 
shall be consumed by meter at the option either of the local authority of the 
district or the undertakers, and in case of its being consumed by meter the 
meter shall be provided and fixed by the undertakers, and be paid for by the 
party requiring it, but neither party shall be entitled to require that a meter be 
affixed to more than one in every twelve lamps then supplied with gas under 
this Act: Provided always, that if the gas is supplied to the public lamps in 
any district by average meter indication, the undertakers shall, for securing 
uniformity of consumption between metered and unmetered lamps, from time to 
time provide the public lamps in such district with proper burners to the satis- 
faction of the loca! authority of such district. 





The average amount of the indications of all the meters attached to the 
public lamps within such district under the control of the local — shell, 
except as hereinafter mentioned, be deemed to be the amount consumed by each 
such lamp in such district. 

Governors for Street Lamps. 

17. In case gas is supplied to the — lamps in any district by the under- 
takers, they or the local authority of such district may, at their own expense, 
cause to be affixed to each lamp the instrument known as a street-laump governor, 
and the undertakers or such local authority (as the case requires) shall be 
entitled to have access thereto for the pur of examining the same; and in 
case any dispute arises between the undertakers and such local authority with 
reference to the affixing, operation, or inspection of ate wary the same shall 
be referred to the determination of the inspector appointed by the Board of 
Trade under the authority of this Act, whose decision shall be final and con- 
clusive. 

For Settlement of Differences between the Undertakers and the Local Authority. 

18, Any difference which may arise between the undertakers and any local 
authority in relation to the supply or consumption of gas to or by such local 
authority, or in relation to any matter connected therewith, except as to the 
affixing, operation, or inspection of governors, shall be from time to time settled 
by arbitration in manner provided by “The Companies Clauses Consolidation 
Act, 1845,” with respect to the settlement of disputes by arbitration, 

Map oF THe Liwits oF THE Specrat Act. 
Map showing Limits of Special Act, §c., to be made and kept at Office of 
Undertakers. 

19. The undertakers shall, within éwelve months after the passing of the 
special Act, provide a map, to the scale prescribed, showing the limits of the 
F pene Act, and shall show upon such map the lines, sizes, and depths beneath 
the surface of all pipes laid by them, excepting the service-pipes to separate 
houses, and the positions of all valves, syphons, and other appliances, and shall 
once in every year on or before the thirty-first day of July correct such map 
and make such alterations therein or such additions thereto as may be nec 
to show correctly as near as may be the lines, positions, sizes, and depths of the 
various pipes, and also their appliances, and s keep such map at the prin- 
cipal office, and the same shall be open to the inspection of the public generally, 
and such map may be inspected or copies of or extracts from the same may be taken 
by any persons desiring so to do. 

The undertakers may charge and take the sum of one shilling for each in- 
spection of such map, and the further sum of two shillings and sixpence for 
each extract, tracing, or copy taken of such map. 

In case the undertakers make default in complying with any of the provisions 
of this section, they shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding forty shillihgs for 
each day during which such default continues. 

TrsTinG or Gas. 
Testing-Place. 

20. The undertakers shall, before supplying gas under the authority of the 
special Act, cause to be provided, at the place prescribed, a testing-place, with 
apparatus therein, for the purposes following, or such of them as may be pre- 
scribed by the special Act (that is to say) :— 

1. For testing the illuminating power of the gas supplied ; 
2. For testing the presence in the gas supplied— 
(a.) Of sulphuretted hydrogen. 
(6.) Of sulphur other than sulphuretted hydrogen. 
(c.) Of ammonia. 

The said apparatus shall be in accordance with the regulations prescribed in 
Part I. of the Schedule B. to this Act annexed, or according to such rules as 
may from time to time be substituted in lieu thereof by Act of Parliament, and 
shall be so situated aud arranged as to be used for the purpose of testing the 
illuminating power and purity of the gas supplied by the undertakers, and the 
undertakers shall at all times thereafter keep and maintain such testing-place 
and apparatus in good repair and working order. 

Appointment and Powers of Gas Examiners. 

21. The local authority of any district within the limits of the special Act 
— | after the passing of the special Act appoint and keep appointed a competent 
and impartial person to be a gas examiner to test the gas at the testing-place 
provided in conformity with the provisions of this Act; and such gas examiner 
may there test the illuminating power and purity of the gas supplied by the 
undertakers, on every day between the hours of five o’clock and ten o’clock in 
the afternoon from the first day of October to the thirty-first day of March, both 
inclusive, and on every day between the hours of eight o'clock and eleven 
o’clock in the afternoon from the first day of April to the thirtieth day of Sep- 
tember, both inclusive. 

Representation of Undertakers. 

22. The undertakers may, if they think fit, on each occasion of the testing of 
the gas by the gas examiner, be represented by some officer, but such officer 
shall not interfere in the testing. 

Mode of Testing. 

23. Any tests taken in pursuance of this Act shall be taken in accordance with 
the rules prescribed in Part II. of the Schedule B. to this Act annexed, or 
with such rules as may from time to time be substituted in lieu thereof by Act 
of Parliament. 

Report of Gas Examiner. 

24, The gas examiner shall, on the duy immediately following that on which 
the testing of the illuminating power or purity of the gas has been conducted, 
make and deliver a report of the results of his testing to the local authority by 
whom he was appointed, and to the undertakers, and such report shall be re- 
ceivable in evidence. If the undertakers think themselves aggrieved by an 
such report, they may, within seven days after the day on which the report of 
the gas examiner was delivered, appeal to the Board of Trade, who shall direct 
an inspector to make inquiries into the matter, whose decision shall be final and 
conclusive ; and the inspector shall, after hearing the parties, report every such 
decision to the Board of Trade, the local authority or local authorities, as the 
case may be, and the undertakers; and the expenses of such inquiry shall be 
paid by the local authority or the undertakers, according to the decision of the 
inspector, 

Additional Testings may be ordered by Board of Trade in certain cases. 

25. In addition to the testing by this Act authorized, the Board of Trade may 
direct an inspector to make additional testings in case any twenty or more con- 
sumers of gas supplied by the undertakers complain in writing to the Board of 
‘Trade that the amount of gas supplied by the undertakers is not sufficient, or 
that the illuminating power or the purity of such gas is less than it ought to be 
according to the provisions of the special Act, and deposit, by way of security 
for the costs of testing, such sum as the Board of Trade may require. 

Report of Inspector to be conclusive Evidence, 

26. The statements in any report of any such inspector as to the insufficiency, 
illuminating power, and impurity of gas supplied by the undertakers shall 
taken as conclusive evidence of such insufficiency, illuminating power, and im- 
purity on the day when such testing was made. 

Cost of Testing in certain cases. 

27. Where such testing is made in pursuance of a complaint made by twenty 
consumers, as aforesaid, if the inspector reports to the Board of Trade that the 
gas supplied by the undertakers was, as to the sufficiency in amount, illumi- 
nating power, and purity at the time of the making of such testing, in aecord- 
ance with the provisions of the special Act, then the expenses of such testing 
shall be paid oy the consumers who made the complaint; but if the inspector 
reports to the Board of Trade that the gas supplied by the undertakers was, as 
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to sufficiency in amount, illuminating power, or purity at the time of the 
making of a testing, not in accordance with the provisions of the special 
Act, then the expenses of such examination and testing shall be paid by the 


undertakers. 
Access to Testing-Place. : 

28. The undertakers shall give to any inspector appointed by the Board of 
Trade, and to his assistants, to the gas e~aminer and to his assistant, and to 
every local authority within the limits of the special Act, and their agents, 
access to the testing-place, and shall afford all facilities for the proper execution 
of this Act; and in case the undertakers make default in —. with any 
of the provisions of this section they shall for every such default able to a 
penalty not exceeding five pounds. 

ACCOUNTS. 


Accounts, §c. i 
29. The undertakers shall fill up and forward to the local authority of every 
district within the limits of the special Act, on or before the day of 
in each year, an annual statement of accounts, made wp to the 
thirty-first day of December then next preceding, as near as may be in the form 
and containing the particulars specified in the Schedule C. to this Act annexed. 

The undertakers shall keep copies of such annual statement at their office, and 
sell the same to any applicant at a price not exceeding one shilling for such copy. 

In case the endertabers make default in complying with any of the provisions 
of this section they shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding forty shillings for 
each day during which such default continues. 

SaLe or UNDERTAKING TO THE LocaL AUTHORITY oR AUTHORITIES, 
Undertakers to sell Gas- Works and Undertaking on request of Local Authority. 

30. If at any time after the expiration of the prescribed period, or where no 

eriod is prescribed, of fifteen years after the passing of the special Act, the 
ocal authority where there is only one such, or all the local anthorities where 
there are more than one such having jurisdiction within the limits of the special 
Act, desire to purchase the lands, gas-works, and undertaking of the undertakers, 
and the property connected therewith, and of such desire shall give to the under- 
takers twelve calendar months notice in writing, the undertakers sball sell to 
them their lands, gas-works, and undertaking, and the property connected there- 
with, and all their right and interest therein, for such sum, and upon such 
terms and conditions, as may be agreed upon between such local authority or 
authorities and the undertakers, and failing such agreement, as may be deter- 
mined by arbitration in the manner provided by ‘‘ The Land Clauses Consolida- 
-_ Sear 1845,” for settling by arbitration questions of disputed compensation 

or land. 

For the purposes of such arbitration the lands, gas-works, and undertaking of 
the undertakers, and the os connected therewith, shall be deemed to be 
included in the term “land” in the said Act; and in such agreement or by such 
arbitration all necessary provisions shall be made for conveying and transferring 
to and vesting in the local authority or authorities the estate and interest of the 
undertakers in the said lands, gas-works, and undertaking, and the property 
connected therewith, and the provisions of the Lands Clauses Consolidation 
Acts, 1845, 1860, and 1869, shall apply generally to such sale. 

PENALTIES. 
Penalty for Failure to supply Gas. 

31. Whenever the undertakers fail to give a sufficient supply of gas to an 
owner or occupier of premises within the limits of the special Act as by this 
Act required, they shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding jurty shillings for 
each day during which such default continues. 2 . 

Whenever the undertakers fail to supply gas as by this Act required to all or 
any of the public lamps within the limits of the special Act, they shall be liable 
to a penalty not exceeding forty shillings for each default. ae ‘ 

f on any one day the gas supplied by the undertakers is insuflicient in 
amount, or is of less illuminating power or of less purity than it ought to be 
according to the provisions /of the special Act, the undertakers shall in every 
such case be liable to a penalty not exceeding ji/ty pounds. 

Provided that no penalty shall be incurred in any case with respect to which 
it is certified by the gas examiner or inspector that the insufficiency or the defect 
of illuminating power or excess of impurity was occasioned by an unavoidable 
cause or accident. 

Penalty for Injuring Meters. 

32. Every person who wilfully, fraudulently, or by culpable negligence 
injures or suffers to be injured any meter or fittings belonging to the undertakers, 
or fraudulently alters the index to any meter, or prevents any meter from duly 
registering the quantity of gas supplied, or fraudulently consumes or uses gas 
of the undertakers, shall (without prejudice to any other right or remedy for 
the protection of the undertakers or the punishment of the offender) for every 
such offence forfeit and pay to the undertakers a sum not exceeding five pounds, 
and the undertakers may in addition thereto recover the amount of any damage 
by them sustained; and in any case in which any person has wilfully or fraudu- 
lently injured or suffered to be injured any meter or fittings belonging to the 
undertakers, or has fraudulently altered the index to any meter, or prevented any 
meter from registering the quantity of gas supplied, the undertakers may also, 
until the matter complained of has been remedied, but no longer, discontinue 
the supply of gas to the person so offending (notwithstanding any contract pre- 
viously existing) ; and the existence of artificial means for causing such altera- 
tion or prevention when such meter is under the custody or control of the con- 
sumer shall be primdé facie evidence that such alteration or prevention, as the 
case may be, has been fraudulently, knowingly, and wilfully caused by the con- 
sumer using such matter. 

Recovery oF Gas-RENTs. 
Incoming Tenants not liable to pay Arrears of Gas-Rents, Gc. 

83. In case any consumer of gas supplied by the undertakers leave the 
premises where such gas has been — to him without paying the gas-rent 
or meter-rent due from him, the undertakers shal} not be entitled to require 
from the next tenant of such premises the payment of the arrears left unpaid 
by the former tenant, unless such incoming tenant has undertaken with 
the former tenant to pay or exonerate him from the payment of such arrears, 

Recovery of Rents, Fe. 

34. If any person supplied with gas or with any gas-meter or fittings, by the 
undertakers, neglects to pay to the undertakers the rent due for such gas, or the 
rent or money due to the undertakers for the hire or fixing of such meter, or 
any expenses lawfully incurred by the undertakers in cutting off the gas from 
the premises of such person, the undertakers may recover the sum so due in like 
manner as a penalty under this Act. 

Recovery of Sums due to Undertakers. 

55. Whenever any person neglects to pay any rent or sum due and payable by 
him to the undertakers, the undertakers may recover the same, with full costs 
of suit, in any court of competent jurisdiction, and the remedy of the under- 
takers under this enactment shall be in addition to their other remedies for the 
recovery of such rent or sum. 

LEGAL ProceEDINGs. 
Contents of Summons or Warrant. 

36. Any summons or warrant issued for any of the purposes of this Act may 
contain, in the body thereof or in a schedule thereto, several names and several 
sums, 

Warrant of Distress shall include Costs. 
37. Any justice who issues a warrant of distress in pursuance of the provisions 





of this Act may order that the costs of the proceedings for the recovery of the | 
money to be levicd shall be paid by the person liable to pay such money, and | 


such costs shall be ascertained by the justice, and shall be included in the 
warrant of distress for the recovery of oat money. 
Summary P. s for Offences, Penalties, $c. 

38. All offences and penalties talor this Act, and all money forfeited, and all 
money and costs by this Act directed to be recovered as penalties, may be pro- 
secuted and recovered in manner directed by “‘ The Gas-Works Clauses Acts, 
1847,” with respect to the recovery of penalties. 

Service of Notices by Undertakers, 

89. Every notice which the undertakers are by this Act required to serve 
upon any person shall be served by being vole § to the person for whom it is 
intended, or by being left at his usual or last known place of abode, or sent by 
post addressed to such persons, or if such person or his address be not known to 
the undertakers, and cannot after due inquiry be found or ascertained, then b 
being affixed for three days to some conspicuous part of the premises to whic 
such — 

Liability to Gas-Rent not to disqualify Justices from Acting. 
40. No justice or judge of any county pe = quarter sessions ‘shall be dis- 
ualified from acting in the execution of this Act by reason of his being liable to 
€ payment of any gas-rent or other charge under this Act. 





: SCHEDULE A, 
Sections of the Gas-Works Clauses Act, 1847, repealed by the foregoing Act. 
Sections 16, 17, 30-38, both inclusive. 


SCHEDULE B. 
Part I. 
Regulations in respect of Testing Apparatus. 

1. The apparatus for testing the illuminating power of the gas shall consist of the 
improved form of Bunsen’s photometer, known as Letheby’s open 60-inch photometer, 
or Evans’s enclosed 100-inch photometer, together with a proper meter, minute-clock, 
governor, pressure-gauge, and balance. 

The burner to be used for testing the gas shall be— 

For fourteen-candle gas, a Sugg’s “London” Argand No. 1, with a 6-inch by 
1j-inch glass chimney; and if at any time the gas-flame tails over the top of 
the glass, a 6-inch by 2-inch chimney shall be used. 

For sixteen-candle gas, a Sugg’s ‘“‘ London ” Argand No. 1, with a 6-inch by 2-inch 
glass pre 4 and if at any time the gas-flame tails over the top of the 
glass, a 7-inch by 2-inch chimney shall be used. 

For cannel gas, a Sugg’s steatite bat’s-wing No. 7 shall be used. 

The candles used for testing the gas shall be sperm candles of six to the pound, and 
two candles shall be used together. 

2. The apparatus for testing the purity of the gas shall be as follows :— 

(a.) For Testing the Presence in the Gas of Sulphuretted Hydrogen.—A glass 
vessel containing a strip of bibulous paper moistened at one end with a drop 
of a solution of acetate of lead, containing sixty grains of crystallized acetate 
of lead dissolved in one fluid ounce of water. 

(b.) For Testing the Presence in the Gas of Sulphur other than Sulphuretted 
Hydrogen.—The improved form of Letheby’s sulphur-test apparatus, as pre- 
scribed by the | referees appointed under the Metropolitan Gas Acts. 

(c.) For Testing the Presence in the Gas of Ammonia.—A glass cylinder filled with 
glass beads, and charged with fifty septems of a solution containing three 
grains and seven-tenths of a grain of crystallized oxalic acid dissolved in one 
hundred septems of water. 

Besides which there shall be a delicate balance and the needful chemical apparatus for 
the proper determination of the impurities. 
I 


Parr II. 
Rules as to Mode of Testing Gas. 
1. Mode of roa dif Illuminating Power. 
The gas in the photometer is to be lighted at least fifteen minutes before the testings 
begin, and it isto be kept continuously burning from the beginning to the end of the tests. 
Each testing shall include 20 observations of the photometer, made at intervals of half 


“a minute. ‘ 


The consumption of the gas is to be carefully adjusted to five cubic feet per hour. 

The candles are to be lighted at least ten minutes before beginning each testing, so 
as to arrive at their normal rate of burning, which is shown when the wick is slightly 
bent and the tip glowing. The standard rate of consumption for the candles shall be 
120 grains each per hour. Before and after making each set of 20 observations of the 
photometer, the gas examiner shall weigh the candles, and if the combustion shall have 
been more or less per candle than 120 grains per hour he shall make and record the 
calculations requisite to neutralize the effects of this difference. 

The average of each set of 20 observations is to be taken as representing the illumi- 
nating power of that testing. 

2. Mode of Testing for Purity. 

(a.) For Sulphuretted Hydrogen.—All the gas that is consumed in testing for illumi- 
nating power shall be passed through the glass vessel containing the strip of 
bibulous paper moistened at one end with the solution of acetate of lead, and 
if, after the testing for illuminating power, any discoloration of the test- 
paper is found to have taken place, this is to be held conclusive as to the 
presence of sulphuretted hydrogen in the gas. In case of discoloration, 
the strip of test-paper so discoloured shall be preserved in a small clear 
stoppered glass bottle, 

(b.) For Sulphur other than Sulphuretted Hydrogen.—The gas is to be burnt at the 
rate of about half a cubic foot an hour from a small steatite Bunsen burner,,. 
which is mounted upon a short cylindrical stand, perforated with holes for 
the admission of air, and having on its upper surface a deep circular channel 
to receive the wide end of a glass trumpet-tube. Upon the top of the stand, 
between the narrow stem of the burner and the surrounding glass trumpet- 
tube, are to be placed fresh pieces of commercial carbonate of ammonia, 
amounting to about two ounces in weight. 

The products of the combustion of the gas and of the gradual volatilization of 
the ammonia salt go upwards through the trumpet-tube into a vertical glass 
cylinder, packed with balls of glass to break up the current and promote 
condensation. From the top of the cylinder there proceeds a long glass tube 
or chimney, serving to effect further condensation, as well as to regulate the 
draught and afford an exit for the uncondensable gases. Inthe bottom of 
the cylinder is fixed a small glass tube, through which the liquid formed 
during the testing drops into a beaker placed beneath. 

When ten cubic feet of gas have been thus consumed the test is to be dis- 
continued ; and when the cylinder and trumpet-tube are cold they are to be 
well washed out with distilled water, and the washings mixed with the 
condensed liquid in the beaker, the washings being so apportioned as to make 
a total quantity of 20 fluid ounces of liquid. 

One-half of the liquid is to be preserved for further examination if neces- 
sary, and the other half is to be divided into two equal parts, each of which 
is to be separately evaporated to dryness in a weighed Berlin crucible, and 
the dry residue weighed. This residue consists of sulphate of ammonia, 
every grain of which represents 0°242 of 2 grain of sulphur. In case the 
product represents an excess of sulphur, it is to be redissolved in boiling 
distilled water, and precipitated with a slight excess of an acid solution of 
chloride of barium. The precipitate is to be collected in filter, and thoroughly 
washed with hot distilled water. It is then to be dried, incinerated, and 
weighed ; every grain of the sulphate of barium thus obtained represents 
0°137 of a grain of sulphur. 

(c.) For Ammonia.—In this test the gas must be passed through the apparatus 
containing the solution of oxalic acid before entering the meter, so as to 
prevent the possibility of any error from the action of the water of the meter 
on the gas, 

The apparatus is to be charged with 50 septems of a freshly made solution 
of oxalic acid, the solution being made with 3°7 grains of crystallized oxalic 
acid dissolved in 100 septems of distilled water. 

The apparatus is to be connected with the inlet of the meter which is used 
in testing the gas for sulphur other than sulphuretted hydrogen, and the ten 
cubic feet of gas consumed in that experiment is to be thus passed through 
the apparatus containing the beads moistened with the solution of oxalic acid. 

At the end of the testing the apparatus and its contents are to be well 
washed out with distilled water, using eight ounces of distilled water for the 
purpose. Half of this liquid is to be put aside and kept for further examina- 
lion if necessary; the other half is to be tested with a few drops of an 
alcoholic tincture of logwood, and if the liquid acquires and retains a yellow 
colour, it shows that the maximum quantity of ammonia (five grains per 100 
cubic feet of gas) has not been reached ; but if it acquires and retains a pink 
colour, it shows that the gas contained more than five'grains of ammonia per 
100 cubic feet. 
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SCHEDULE C.—FORM OF ANNUAL ACCOUNTS. 



























































The Gas Company, Year ended December 31,18 . 
A. —Statement of Share Capital, on December 31, 18. ° 
1, $. 3. . | 5. | 6. 7. 8. 9. 
Maximum No. Nominal Calledup | Total Amount Remaining Total 
Deseription of Capital. Dividend autho- of Shares Amount of | per aid fs issued but not to Amounts autho- 
| rized. pg Hon Share. | Share. | P : paid up. be issued. rized. 
| 
————oo—wwe[E)HN—_—_—_—_—_y_yES=_—_—_SSa=== = — — — — ———— = —— a = ———_———F 
B.—Statement of Loan Capital, on December 31, 18 
% 2. | 3. 4, | 5. 
Description of Loan H Total | 2 | ; 
(Mortgage, Bond, Debenture, Rate per Cent. of Interest. | Amounts borrowed at | Remaining to be borrowed. Total Amounts authorized. 
Stock, &e.). Dec. 31,18 . 
| 
| 
| 
Total, share eapital paid up (see A),£ j ditto | loan di tto borrowed | (see B) £ ; total capital received, £ 
C.—Capital Account, for the Year ended December 31,18 . 
- | | 
| Sapna, Ex- Total Certified Re- Re- Total Receipts 
| pended this to ceipts, to ceived during to 
| Dec. 31, 18 . | Year. Dec. 31,18 . | Dec.31,18 . | Year. Dec. 31,18 . 
| £8. @ | £# @ £2 @ | | £$a¢6 | fe & £s 4d. 
1.—To expenditure to Dec. 31, 18 | 1.—By ordinary shares, of £ each 
Since that date— | 2.—By ditto, of £ each 
2.—To lands acquired, including law | 3.—By preference shares, of £ each 
charges . | 4.—By debenture stock. . . | 
3.—To new buildings, manufacturing 5.—By mortgages and bonds . 
plant, machines, storeage wks.,! 6.—By amount received in  anticipa- } 
and other structures connected tionofcalls . . A | 
with manufacture. . 
4.—To new mains and service-pipes 
(not being in place of old ones), 
including laying same, paving,| 
and other works connected with! | 
distribution . 
5.—To new meters (not i in place of old’ | 
ones), including fixing . | 
6.—To costs of promoting special Act. 
7 —To special items (ifany) . . 
Totalexpenditure . . cae » 6S | 
To balance of capital account. . . . Total . . a+ «= e af 
= - £ ie 
——— = epee Saceere ree —-— — — = _— — $7. a . — 
D.—Rev enue Account, for the Year ended December 31, 18 . 
‘To ee pee of gas— £s. 4d, S 6. «@ By Sale of gas— a ¢ 6 a. & 


1,—Coals, including dues, carriage, unloading, 

and all expenses of depositing same on 
works. . 

2. —Purifying materials oil, ‘water, and sun- 

ries at work } 

3.—Salaries of eugineers, including chief engi- | 

neer (if any), superintendents, and 
officers at works. . eee | 
! 


1.—Common gas ( 


n 


2. ee gas ( 
ad, 


4.—Rental of meters 


4. —Wages and gratuities at works ae 
5.—Repairs and maintenance of works ‘and 
plant (including renewal of retorts), ma- 
chines, catantene _— materials, and 
labour . i °° -~e 


Residual products— 





6.—Breeze, ditto. 
7.—Tar, ditto. 


Less old materialsold, . 2. . . « 








Distribution of gas— 9.—Rents os 
6.—Salaries of surveyor, chief inspector, in- 10.—Transfer fees ; 
spectors, assistant inspectors, and clerks Other item (if any) 
in Light Office . 


7.—Repair, maintenance, and renewal of 
mains and of service-pipes, including 
materials, laying and paving, and labour 
8.—Repairing, renewing, and refixing meters. 


Public lamps— 
9.—Lighting and repairing . . . 


Rents, rates, and taxes— 


—Rents. . ue Whoever. 
ll. ‘Rates and taxes. | |. ° 
Management— o~ 


12.—Directors allowances , et oe 
13.—Salaries of secretary, accountant, and 
clerks, office-keepers, and messengers .| 
414.—Collectors commission or salaries 
15.—Stationery and printing . } 
16.—General establishment charges” and inci- 
dentals. . tutek. © | 
re 6 + + ss et Oe 


‘Law and parliamentary charges— 
18.—Law ° 
19.—Parliamentary (oppositions) - . 


20.—Depreciation-fund for works on leasehold 
lands (ifany). . . 

a {Sa 

Other items (ifany). . . . .« 


Totalexpenditure , 
Balance carried to profit and loss account (E) «| 















d. per 1000 cubic feet 


§.—Ammoniacal liquor, ditto. 
quor, 


Total receipts , 


cubic feet), at 


cubic feet} )» at 


per 1000 cubic feet . 
3.—Public lighting and under con 


tracts 


5.—Coke, less labour andcartage . 
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Dr, E.—Profit and Loss Account (Net Revenue), for the Year ended December 31,18 . Cr. 
1.—To amount (if any) carried to reserved fand account (F) from profi * 8 « 4, 1.—By pee 31 of = = brought from last oe ea 4. 
of 18 ec. 31, 18 
2.—To interest on temporary loans, and moneys received in anticipa- | 2.—By amount drawn from reserved fund ‘lif ‘any) ; 
tion ofcalls . |} Less dividend paid for the half aA ended 
3.—To ditto on mortgages ‘and bonds, accrued to Dec. 31, is” | | Dee. 31, 18 ° °° 
: .—To ditto on debenture stock, toditto . . a» es | ik ices toil 
5.—To half year’s dividend on first preferential to | 3.—Balance brought from revenue account (P), bei ng profit for year ta 
June 30, “a | | December, 18 . et gee Bird tees expats 
6.—To ditto second preferential, toditto .. fee | | 4.—Interest on moneys deposited en) a ble .o ee 2. ee 
7.—To ditto on ordinary shares, at percent... . | 
To balance of net profit to be carried to next rane —— to| | 
half year’s dividends, to Dec. 31, 18 SF ° oad | 
g | Sa 
Dr, F.— Reserved Fr und Account, for the Ye ear ended Dece mber 31, 18. Cr. 
1.—To amount (if ms carried to profit and loss account (E), tomake up & 1. —By balance brought from last account , £8 ad 
deficiencies of dividends, to Dec. 31, 18 “sar a ditto brought from profit and loss account ( (BE): 
> —To ditto paid for extraordinary claim or “demand ( if any). 3.—By interest on amount invested. . . 2. . + © «© + + 
3.—To ditto of balance to be carried tonextaccount . . . « .« } 
| ee 
ern } 
Like accounts must be given for > s.tcrmuasianata for works on leaseholds (if any). 
G.—Statement of Coals, aohy the Year ended December 31,18 . 
- ] j 
nee In Store, Received | Carbonized or | In Store, 
Description of Coals. December 31,18 . during Yea | Used during Year | December 31,18 . 
: ree a Se Io ee Eee : Fane) Pee = | : 
Tons. Tons. Tons. | Tons. 
Cannel > >; : , ane see i cee | 
= EL Statement of Residual Products, Sor the Year ended December 31,18 . 
a: $ In Store, | Made |v Jscd in Manufacture | In Store, 
Description of Residual, December 31, 18 . | during Year. during Year. | Sold December 51, 18 « 
} Estimated. ¥stimated. | Estimated. | during Year. Estimated, 
ann | ee scouietalaiats cneuieiaien kadilbcniamcaasiendia | ee Ss WR dee A 
Coke— | | | 
Common, chaldrons of 36 bushels . . — | j 
Cannel, ditto. . . . a ee | | 
Breeze—ditto. . 2. 6 7 5 1 6 oe oe ew of | 
Tar—gallons. . 4 a | | 
Ammoniacal liquor—butts ‘of 108 gallons ° } 
Dr. I.—General Balance-Sheet, on Decemicr 31,18 . Cr. 
, Zs 4 | Bs 4, 
1.—To capital account— | 1.—By cash at bankers. . . ° a 
: Balance at credit thereof (AccountC) . . .... | 2.—By ditto on deposit or at interest 5 
2.—To profit and loss account— | $.—By coals for stock on hand, Dec. 31, 18 
Balance at credit thereof (AccountE) . ... . | 4.—By coke and breeze, ditto, , oe oe 
3.—To reserved fund— | 5.—By tar and other products, ditto. : : 2... 
Balance at credit thereof (Account F) . . WAS aes | 6.—By sundry stores, ditto . . 2.» » © «© «© « 
4.—To depreciation-fund (for works on leasehold lands) — j —_——- ; 
Balance at credit thereof (Account ) by oe a | 7.—By gas and meter rental—balance of this account due to the com-! 
5.—To unpaid dividends . . .| | any on Dec. $1, 18 , less deposits and a. Se 
6.—To interest accrued and unpaid. on mortgages, “bonds, and “deb ben-! 8.—By coke and other residual—ditto “se * owe 
ture stock, and other loans, to Dec. 51,18 . 9.—By sundry accounts—ditto . . 2. 1. 0 + e+ ee + + ee 
7.—To sundry tradesmen and others, for amount due for coals, * stores, | — 
Dec. 31,18. et Oe a re Or Sel ae special items (i including investments ..... -« 
8.— Wages and contingencies— | PR Es ee 
eeeeenmee. G8, 96 2 sk ttl tht tf} le .| ; 
pS eee eee ee ee ee | | 
is 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monpay, Marcu 13, 1871. 

The CuorLey ImproveMENT; LINCOLN WATER; CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY 
AND Town WarTeER; and O_ppury, SMETHWICK, anD West Bromwicu 
Water Bills, were referred to a Select ‘Committee, consisting of Lord Penrhyn 
(chairman), Parl Cadogan, Viscount Sidmouth, Lord Ro oss, and Lord Wrottes- 
ley, who will sit on Thursday, March 16, at eleven o'clock. 





Tvespay, Marcu 14, 
The Dorxtxe Gas Bill.—The opposition was withdrawn, and the Bill 
committed. 
KILMARNOCK Munictpat. ExTENSION AND ImPproveMENT Bill.—Lord Aber- 
— appointed to the Select Committee on this Bill, in lieu of Viscount 
idmouth. 


Trurspay, Marc 16. 
CuHoRLEY Improvement Bill and Waterrorp ImPrRovEMENT Bill.—No 
one having appeared in opposition thereto, the Bills were committed. 
The CHESTERFIELD WATER AND Gas, and tke Boston Gas Bills, were 
reported, with amendments. . 


Fripay, Marca 17. 
Azerpare Gas ard Barnet Gas (No. 1) Bills.—Report from the Select 
Committees: “ That it is not expedient to proceed further with the Bills.” 
—— Water Bill.—The opposition having been withdraw, the Bill was 
committe 





Monpay, Manrcrr 20. 
The CuHesTerFietD Warrr AND Gas, and the Boston Gas Bills, were 
read a third time, passed, and sent to the Commons, e 
The Camprince University AND Town Water Bill was committed, the 
opposition thereto having been withdrawn. : 
The TopMorDEN Gas Bill was reported, with amendments. 
TuEspay, Marcu 21. 
The WaATERFoRD WATER, and Dorkine Gas Bills, were reported with 
amendments. 





Tuurspay, Marcu 23. 
The Kitmarnock MunicrpaL Extexsion anp ImproveMENT Bill was 





reported, with amendments, 


Otpsury, SMETHWICK, AND West Bromwicn Water Bill.—The Selec: 
Committee reported that it is not expedient to proceed further with the Bill. 
The TopmorpEeN Gas Bill was read a third time, passed, and sent to the 


Commons. 





Frinay, Marcn 24. 
The DorKrxe Gas Bill was read a third time, passed, and sent to the 
Commons. 
The WaNpswortu GAs; CHortey IMPROVEMENT; and CAMBRIDGE UNi- 
VERSITY AND Town Waters Bills, were reported, with amendments. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monnay, Marcu 138, 1871. 
The Nortuatterron Boroven Gas Bill was withdrawn. 








Turspay, Marcn 14. 
The LAMBETH WATER Bill was read a second time, and committed. 
The SHepry Gas Bill was reported. 
The GASLIGHT AND Coke Company's Bill was referred to a Select Com- 
mittee, consisting of Mr. Dent (chairman), Mr. Kay Shuttleworth, Mr. William 
Shaw, ‘and Mr. Dalrymple, who will sit Tuesday, March 21. 


Wepnespay. Marca 15. 
Petitions were deposited against the West Hovenroy Gas Bill, from owners, 
&c., of property in Rumw orih and others; ditto in Lostock and others; ditto in 
Middle Hulton and others. 





Trunspay,, Marcn 16, 
The SuTToN AND CHEAM WATER Bill was reported. 
The Gas-Worxs Cuavsrs Act (1847) Amenxpmenr Bill was read a first 


time. 





Fripay, Marcx 17, 
The Wuirsy Gas Bill was reported. 





Monnay, Marcu 20. 
The Guascow Corroration Gas Bill was read a second time, and com- 
mitted. 


The West Hovenron Gas Bill was reported. 
A petition was deposited against the BATLEY CORPORATION Water Bill, from 


the inhabitants of Holme, &e. 
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TuEspay, MarcnH 21. 
|. The Surron anp Ongam Water Bill, as amended, was considered. 





WepDNEsDAY, Marcu 22, 
The CugsTERFIELD WATER AND Gas, and Boston Gas Bills, were read a 
first time. 
The Craviey Hratu Gas; Itkiey Gas; Loura Water; and GAsLicut AND 
Coxe Company's Bills, were reported. 





THuRSDAY, Marcn 23. 
GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY BILL. 

Mr. Dent reported from the committee on groups 2 and 3 of Railway Bills, 
that, in the case of the Gaslight and Coke Company Bill, they had agreed to 
the following report:—“That it is intended that the railway should cross on 
the level the road mentioned in the appendix. That a report from an officer 
of the railway department of the Board of Trade was laid before the committee, 
recommending that such level crossing should be allowed, and the committee, 
having heard evidence upon the subject, recommended that the level crossing 
be permitted. That there is no other circumstance of which, in the opinion of 
the committee, it is desirable the House should be informed.” Mr. Dent further 
reported from the committee, that they had examined the allegations contained 
in the preamble of the bill, and amended the same by striking out the recital 
that it was expedient that divers amendments be made in the Metropolis Gas Act, 
1860, and the City of London Gas Act, 1868, having rejected the clauses 
relating thereto, and they had also made other verbal amendments to the 
same, and found the same, as amended, to be true; and had gone through the 
bill, and made amendments thereunto. 


Fripay, Marcy 24. 
The BaTLey CorPoRATION WaTER Bill was reported. 
The Sutton AND CHEAM Water Bill was read a third time, and passed. 
The Turrsk Gas, and WuitTsy Gas Bills, as amended, were considered, and 
amendments made thereto. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
(Before the Earl of Devon, Chairman; Earl of TANKERVILLE, Earl of AIR.IE, 
Lord Sraton, and Lord DELAMERE.) 
ABERDARE GAS BILL. 
Tuurspay, Marcu 16, 1871. 

Mr, GrANvILLE SoMERSET, Q.C., was counsel for the promoters; and Mr. 
Denison, Q.C., Mr. Ricuarns, Q.C., and Mr. Micuart appeared for the Aber- 
dare and Aberaman Consumers Gas Company, and a number of consumers and 
ratepayers, who petitioned against the bill. 

r. SOMERSET, in opening the proceedings, said that he had the honour of 
appearing before their lordships to ask for an Act to incorporate and confer 
further powers on the Aberdare Gas Company. It was recited in the preamble 
that, ‘‘ Whereas since the year 1848 certain persons associated as a partnership or 
company with the name or title of ‘The Aberdare Gas Company’ (called the 
original company), have been supplying, from works constructed by them, gas to 
the town of Aberdare; and whereas the original company have expended in 
capital account the sum of £10,500, including £1500 cut of moneys applicable to 
dividend ; and whereas the lands held on lease by the original company, for the 
purposes of the gas-works, are set forth in the schedule to this Act; and whereas 
it is expedient that the original company should be incorporated and have con- 
ferred upon them greater powers for the purpose of more efficiently carrying on 
their undertaking, and that the limits within which they may supply gas should 
be defined; and that it is expedient that the company so to be incorporated should 
have power to acquire the freehold of lands, and to maintain their gas-works 
thereon, which objects cannot be attained without the authority of Parliament.” 
Appearing, as he did, on behalf the promoters, it would be his duty to go as 
briefly as he could into the history of their undertaking. Another company, 
which obtained an Act of Parliament two years ago, appeared in that district, and 
he might state shortly that the original company, which had supplied it since 
1848, now sought for parliamentary powers in order that they might continue to 
supply within their own area, as well as within the limits of the Act of 1869, 
which in that year was granted to the new company. In the year 1848, the desire 
for gas being very great at Aberdare, a public meeting was convened, and acom- 
pany formed. In 1850, a deed of settlement was executed and registered, with 
power to raise an ordinary share capital of £6000, and to extend it by borrowing 
£2000. From that period down to 1862, the works were let to various parties, 
who supplied the town with gas, but in that year the company took the works 
over into their own hands, having raised and expended something like £5320, 
and borrowed £1000 besides. The works were then in a very bad state, 
coming out of the hands of lessees, and complaints were made, which 
was the reason why the company took the management of them. However, 
they employed a Mr. Cocker, a gentleman of considerable experience, who set 
them right, and they issued shares to the amount of £1680, and borrowed 
another £100). Between that time and the year 1868 they laid out upon their 
works, in round figures, £1500—money which was applicable to dividends ; and 
I may here state that, from 1850 down to 1870, the average amount they have 
divided has been about six guineas per cent., taking one year with another. 
Last year, in consequence of parliamentary proceedings, and other expenses, 
they paid nothing. Their dividend was at first 5 per cent., then 6, then it 
went back, and for some years prior to 1870, it was 9 and 10 per cent. alter- 
nately. From 1862 the price of gas was 7s., but as complaints were made that it 
was too high, it was, in 1868, reduced to 5s. He did not tell their lordships 
what the price was at present, because, as they would hear, there were excep- 
tional circumstances to which he must refer. From time to time, after 1865, the 
desirability of coming to Parliament for an Act was mooted amongst the directors, 
but they feared the expense; and as there were then no complaints, that they were 
aware of, against them, and being a small company, they naturally wished to 
remain as they were. However, it had been their intention to come to Parlia- 
ment; but, unfortunately, they put it off too late. In 1868, during the autumn, 
a gentleman named Stevenson, a person of considerable experience iv gas matters, 
was taking a tour through South Wales, when, on arriving at Merthyr, he hap- 

ned to meet a gentleman named Linton, a solicitor, resident at Aberdare. 

hey had a conversation, according to Mr. Stevenson’s evidence, when Mr. 
Linton informed him that the Aberdare people were being oppressed by their 
gas company; that the quality of their gas was bad, and the price excessive; and 
that there was room for another company, if they could obtain parliamentary 
powers; that at that moment Aberdare was convulsed by a parliamentary con- 
test, but that as soon as it was over, he (Mr. Linton) could obtain any 
amount of local support that might be required. Well, nothing was done at 
Aberdare at that time; but Mr. Stevenson, on his return to London, communi- 
cated with two gentlemen—one, a meter manufacturer at Pimlico; the other, a 
medical man in Kent—and he told them there was a good thing to be done at 
Aberdare. Steps were accordingly formed for promoting a new company, and 
parliamentary notices were issued, but they did not appear till the last day re- 
quired oy the law, so that the Aberdare Company were taken entirely by sur- 
prise. They inquired into the matter, and finding there was but little, if any, 
local support likely to be accorded to the promoters, they flattered themselves 
that the threat of opposition would soon blow over. However, it did not pass 
away as they contemplated, for in January, though there was no local support, Mr. 
Stevenson and other gentlemen came from London, and made a proposal to the 





Board of Heath, and asked them, upon certain terms, to support a bili in Parlia- | 


ment. The local board had various discussions, and, as the old company made 
them fresh offers, they determined to give them their support. 

The CHarrMan: The old company being the one you now represent ? 

Mr. Somerset: Yes, my lord. But there is considerable confusion between 
the two, even in my mind; for, in 1869, I had the honour of appearing for the 
old company, whilst last year I was for the new company. Now I am for the old 
company again. Mr. Michael, I believe, stands exactly in the converse, so that 
if I am wrong in anything he can correct me. 

Mr. RicHarpDs: I have been consistent throughout. 

Mr. Somerset continued: There was one comfort, there would be no differ- 
ence as to facts, for both sides had had an ample opportunity of learning the 
facts. Well, the Local Board of Health accepted the terms of the old company, 
which was a reduction in the price from 5s, to 4s. 6d., and he ought to tell the 
committee that this was made a strong argument before the committee in 1869. 
The chairman of the old company was a Mr. Rhys, who is now the chairman of 
the Board of Health, but he took no part whatever in the discussions, nor did any 
of the directors of the old company, although some of them were members of the 
local board. Mr. Stevenson, however, with great energy and perseverance, suc- 
ceeded in obtaining a considerable amount of support in the town, and he (Mr. 
Somerset) thought the committee would agree with him that that was not at all 
unlikely, when promises to give the consumers cheap gas were made, so that ope- 
rations for attacking the old company were commenced. In course of time the 
new company came before Parliament for powers, and there was a contest in the 
House of Lords which resulted in their obtaining their bill; but Lord Ege: ten, 
in passing the bill, said he should not make it compulsory upon the old company 
to sell their works, thus leaving them to compete with the new company if they 
thought fit to do so, though the new company had the advantage of an Act of 
Parliament, In the House of Commons the committee adopted the same course, 
and though they granted the bill they expressed a very strong opinion,as to the 
liberty to be left to the old company, who were to receive full compensation im 
the event of their works being disposed of, According to the new company’s Act 
of 1869, the old company had power to give three months notice to the new com- 
pany of their intention to sell their works, and the new, upon that, were to buy, 
if they could agree as to the price, subject to an arbitration. But, supposing that 
the old company did not give that notice within the time specified, then there 
was no power to make the new company buy, and they were at liberty to erect 
works of their own, if they thought proper to do so. He (Mr. Somerset) had 
been reminded that the noble earl (Devon) was the chairman of a committee 
who passed a gas Act for Neath, and Neath being a town in the neighbourhood 
of Aberdare, the old company took it into their careful consideration whether or 
not they should give the notice. As to who were right or wrong in the Neath 
business he did not know, nor would he stop to inauire; but, somehow or other, 
the Neath Company, after entering into arbitration, got into Chancery. He 
did not say that og! was wrong, he = stated the fact; but that circum- 
stance frightened the old company. They thought they should get into litiga- 
tion and expense, and they fancied that because they could provide gas of @ 
superior quality, and as the great majority of the consumers were in their favour, 
they could go on competing successfully with the new company, although they 
had no Act of Parliament to protect them. But there was a further reason— 
namely, that having given a bond to the local board to the effect that they them- 
selves would go to Parliament in 1870, they felt bound in honour to observe it. 
For these reasons, therefore, the old company made up their minds not to give 
the notice to sell, but to go to Parliament in 1870 for an Act of theirown. They 
appeared before the House of Commons, who listened to them very patiently, 
but declined to give them what they asked for, observing, however, that they 
were entitled to every consideration at the hands of their opponents. 

Mr. Ricuarps: This is all new to me. 

Mr. Somerset: Well, if there was any doubt as to the accuracy of the 
statement, he would withdraw it at once, but it appeared in the JouRNaL oF 
Gas LiGHTING, and he had no reason to doubt that it had been correctly 
reported. He recollected particularly what did happen. When they came 
into the committce-room on the second morning, the committee gave an expres- 
sion of opinion to that effect, with regard to the old company, and he would 
call witnesses to prove it. His friend, the parliamentary agent, had told him 
there was an adjournment of half an hour to consider matters. 

Mr. MicHaEL: That might be, but there was no intimation of the kind 
referred to. 

Mr. Somerset: Well, if he was wrong, he would not persist; but he thought 
both sides would agree with him that they adjourned after the suggestion of the 
committee fully half an hour too soon. They would agree upon that as mach 
as he cared about, and he would proceed. Well, although the committee decided 
against the old company, they wished them to receive whatever might b2 a propet 
compensation, or to retain the power of competition, which they then had, with- 
out an Act of Parliament. The old company were defeated, though not die- 
heartened, and they returned to Aberdare to see what they could do in the way 
of competition. In April of last year, the new company opened their works, 
and, he believed, commenced with a charge of 4s. per 1000 feet for their gas. 
The old company then reduced their price to 3s. 4d., and so matters went on 
until July, wren an indictment was preferred against them at the Glamorgan- 
shire Sessions for opening the streets of Aberdare, and a true bill was found. 
The new company, he did not hesitate to say, were the prosecutors. The indict- 
ment was sustained by Mr. Hawkins, the secretary of the company; and Mr. 
John Jobns, the chairman, and Mr. Linton, the solicitor, were the witnesses. 
They explained that for the purpose of repairing their mains, the old company 
had taken up 18 inches of road. After the finding of the bill, the old company 
went to the Attorney-General for the purpose of inducing him to stay proceed- 
ings. Counsel were heard on both sides, and the Attorney-General consented, 
but only on account of their intention to go to Parliament, and he gave them 
distinctly to understand that when the matter was settled by the Legislature, the 
law would have to take its course. (The learned gentleman read the letter of 
the Attorney-General, to the effect that a nolle prosequi had been granted 
on account of a bill being in Parliament asking for powers, and it con- 
cluded with the statement that, should the bill be refused, and the company 
proceed to break open any public streets, the Attorney-General would not 
be disposed to interfere with the course of the law. No use was to be made of 
the nolle prosequi in favour of the bill.) Well, the old company were indicted 
by their rivals, who had done all they could to prevent them from eon- 
tinuing their supply, or of repairing their mains when they required it. In 
fact, the old company was in this position—they could not open the streets in 
any way unless the new company chose to give them permission ; indeed, they 
were liable to be indicted by any inhabitant who had private pique against 
them, and it was impossible that they could proceed. Their rivals were not 
content with having obtained an Act of Parliament—those gentlemen who came 
from London and instituted the company—but they would not even allow them 
to compete, and had obtained an indictment which stopped them altogether. 
When before Parliament in 1869, he remembered Mr, Stevenson saying there 
was plenty of room for two compauies, and a remark was made, ‘‘ Let us have no 
monopoly, but competition.” The old company had acted entirely in accordance 
with the law in coming before Parliament, and their lordships must judge 
whether they did not deserve protection at their hands. Could it be that the 
new company were more in fear of the inhabitants than the old company were? 
or was it because the latter were supplying better gas and charging a lower 
price they had been led to take a step so extreme as to indict them? No one 
could blame the new company for coming to Parliament to obtain an Aot, but 
he certainly thought, after the manner in which Mr. Stevenson had advccated 
competition, such a proceeding was unjustifiable. A p-rtion of that gentleman 
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evidence he would read from the report of the Jounnat or Gas LIGHTING. 
This was the evidence of the gentleman who had instituted the company: “I 
have formed a very strong opinion as to the necessity for new works at Aberdare. 
I believe there is a legitimate commercial opening for a new company. I think 
80, apart from special circumstances, because of the magnitude of the place. It 
contains upwards of 30,000 inhabitants, and the population and number of houses 
are rapidly increasing; and also because the works of the company are not now 
capable of supplying more than one-fifth of the population.” Then a question 
was asked, and he repeated his statement as to there being plenty of room fora 
new company. And why? Because the old company, he said, could not give 
the supply. They were told that it was not competition they were afraid of, 
and yet they sought by indictment to close the old works altogether. They said, 
in fact, “* We are now the authorized company, and you shall not even compete 
with us. We will have no competition here.’”’ Under these circumstances, he 
thought the committee would see the old company had no alternative but to come 
to Parliament and ask for protection. He could not help thinking, after all that 
those gentlemen had done, and though they had acted in accordance with law, 
there still remained this important fact for the consideration of the committee— 
that they (the old omens? had for upwards of 20 years supplied the district 
with gas, that they had run all the risks of a commercial undertaking, and that 
they had done all they could to accommodate the inhabitants by giving them a 
supply of that which had become an absolute necessity. It would be impossible, 
if their lordships should refuse this bill, that competition could exist, and the 
inhabitants would be placed entirely at the mercy of a company who had no other 
than a pecuniary interest in the place. In short, the old company would be 
entirely ruined unless they succeeded in gaining their bill. It never entered 
the minds of the directors that such a means as an indictment could be taken in 
order to close their works, or otherwise they might have been induced to give 
the notice. for sale. They now came before their lordships to ask for 
parliamentary authority to supply gas over the limits which they now supplied, 
and to raise their capital now £10,500, by the addition of borrowing powers 
to the extent of one-fourth. Their maximum price was 4s. They proposed to give 
14-candle gas, the same as their competitors, and to bind themselves to carry 
their mains for the purpose of lighting the public lamps wherever the local 
board should wish them to. The last was a very important clause in a public 
sense of view. It would not only give a supply to the public lights, but it would 
accommodate any person who might wish to consume their gas, 

Mr. Ricuarps: The new company are under liabilities to do all that. 

Mr. Somerset read the clause which bound the company to give a supply to 
the public lamps, provided they were within a distance of 50 yards from the 
mains of the company. The new company were not compelled to carry mains 
at the desire of the public authorities. 

Mr. Ricuarps disputed the assertion, and read the clause in the Act of 1869: 
‘¢The company shall, and are hereby required from time to time, and at such 
times as they may be called upon by the local board, to supply gas to all 
public lamps or burners within a distance of 50 yards from the mains of the 
company, at such price, and upon such terms,” &c, 

Mr. SomErRsET then passed on to notice the petition of the new company, 
observing that before he did so he ought to state that a petition numerously 
signed had been forwarded in favour of the promoters. The petition of the new 
company was headed, ‘‘The Petition of the Aberdare and Aberaman Consumers 
Gas Company, and of Gas Consumers and Ratepayers of the Town and Parish of 
Aberdare.” It bore about 350 signatures, and it was stated in section 2 ‘‘ that 
the promoters of the said bill are certain persons associated in partnership, who 
have for some years past been supplying gas in some of the principal thorough- 
fares only of the town of Aberdare, selected by them for lighting by reason of 
the profitable character of the supply of gas to such portions of the town, while 
they have utterly neglected the lighting of the remainder of the said town and 
the neighbourhood thereof, although the public and private requirements of the 
same have for many years called for such supply, and such supply of gas has been 
withheld from very many of your petitioners, greatly to their inconvenience, 
and to their serious loss.” This the old company denied. Aberdare was a 
long straggling place, and already they had mains laid down in 39 of the streets. 
They said they had all along been doing their duty, and had endea- 
voured as far as they could to meet the requirements of the place by 
improving and extending their works, They were the first to start a com- 
pany, and they took all the risks—in fact they created the trade which the 
new company had come into; still, all they asked for was power to compete “ That 
in order to remedy the many evils resulting from such partial and inadequate 
supply of gas for — and private lighting, and to remedy various other evils 
long suffered by the gas consumers and ratepayers and inhabitants of Aberdare 
and the neighbourhood thereof, your petitioners, the Aberdare and Aberaman 
Consumers Gas Company, were incorporated by the Aberdare and Aberaman Gas 
Act, 1869, and were by such Act authorized to erect gas-works and to supply gas 
within the limits defined by section 4 of that Act, which limits include the whole 
of the towns of Aberdare and Aberaman, and the various outlying places in the 
neighbourhood thereof within the parish of Aberdare, and lying within a radius 
of two miles and a half from the church of Saint Elvan, which is in or near the 
centre of the town of Aberdare.” It was true they had a larger radius than the old 
company, who wereconfined by thenecessities of the case, but still they had included 
ali the important parts of the parish. ‘That although the persons promoting 
the now pending bill had themselves never sought the authority or protection of 
Parliament, they nevertheless opposed, in both Houses of Parliament, the appli- 
cation of your petitioners for their Act, and thereby put them to very serious and 
unnecessary expense in obtaining their said Act; and although your petitioners 
had, with a view to protect the interests of, and to equitably meet and, if possible, 
satisfy the requirements of the promoters of the now pending bill, so far as they 
were just and reasonable, voluntarily inserted in the Aberdare and Aberaman 
Gas Act, 1869, as it was originally introduced into Parliament, a clause com- 
pelling your petitioners, if the said promoters so desired, and gave notice 
accordingly to your petitioners within three months of the passing of their said 
Act, to purchase the gas-works, property, and undertaking of the promoters by 
agreement, or failing agreement, by arbitration, in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the Lands Clauses Act, 1845.” The next clause was that such provision 
did not satisfy the old company, and that they did not take advantage of it. In 
clause 7 it was stated that notice to sell was not given, that the new company 
offered £11,000, which they were ‘‘ advised and believed was very greatly in 
excess of the then actual commercial value of the works, property, and under- 
taking ;’’ in fact, that it was more than the concern was worth. Well, the old 
company thought differently, and asked a certain amount which was said to be 
exorbitant. There were conferences—certainly two, if not more—between the 
parties, with a view to an amicable arrangement, and ultimately a sum of 
£14,000 was asked for the works; but matters came to nothing, and then they 
prepared for the bill. ‘ 

r, MicHagEL: You first asked £17,000, and then came down to £14,000. 

Mr. Somerset: What was offered at the different times he did not know, but 
he believed the new company named £11,000, and the old company fixed upon 
£14,000, and that it came to nothing. They said they, the promoters, were un- 
reasonable people, and so forth; at all events, it was not worth discussing now, 
though he felt bound to tell the committee the facts of the case, reminding the 
committee at the same time that Lord Egerton distinctly stated that the old 
eompany were not compelled to sell. ‘‘ That under the circumstances herein set 
forth your petitioners, the Aberdare and Aberaman Con s Gas C y> 
had no alternative but to proceed with the purchase of a freehold site at a great 
expense, and with the erection of new gas-works, and with the laying of mains 
and pipes, which they accordingly did; and they have expended many thousands 








of pounds in the purchase of such site, and in the erection of very complete and 
adequate works for the supply of their district, and in the laying of mains and 
pipes in their district, and such works were completed and several miles of such 
mains were laid in the month of April, 1870. That your petitioners, the Aber- 
dare and Aberaman Consumers Gas Company, have ever since the month of April, 
1870, and are now supplying the town of Aberdare and the neighbourhood thereof 
with gas, and they are also supplying all the public lights of the said town.’ 
They started to supply gas cheaper than the old. company did, but the latter were 
now selling at a lower rate, for, whilst the petitioners were charging 3s., the 
promoters were now lighting the public lamps at 2s. 9d., though he was not 
going to say that those prices could last. They could not afford to supply the 
public lights at that rate. “That the promoters of the now pending bill 
applied to Parliament in the last session thereof for an Act to confer powers upon 
them substantially the same as the powers sought to be obtained by the now 
pending bill, which application your petitioners, the Aberdare and Abera- 
man Consumers Gas Company, and a large ber of the ratepayers, gas con- 
sumers, and inhabitants of the town and parish of Aberdare opposed, and, 
after a lengthened inquiry before a select committee of the House of Com- 
mons, that bill was unanimously rejected by the said committee.” It 
was rejected, it was true, but whether unanimously or not he could not say. 
‘*That upon that occasion your petitioners, the Aberdare and Aberaman Consumers 
Gas Company, were necessarily put to and incurred very considerable expense in 
protecting their property, rights, and interests against the powers sought to be ob- 
tained by the promoters of the said bill, and your petitioners respectfully submit 
to your right honourable house that, under the circumstances herein appearing, 
repeated application to Parliament for powers so recently refused is not justifiable, 
and that it is a hardship upon your petitioners that they should be now called 
upon again to defend their —— rights, and interest against the attacks of the 
said promoters, and they respectfully submit to your right honourable House that 
the promoters should be made on this occasion to pay your petitioners their 
reasonable costs and expenses of opposing the said bill.”” Well, the indictment 
referred to was the cause of the old company being there. It was a state of pro- 
ceeding he had no right to take advantage of, but he submitted it was the very 
reason why they ought to obtain the bill, ‘*That many of your petitioners are 
large consumers of gas, and others of them would have become such consumers, 
but they were unable to obtain a supply from the promoters of the said bill.”” All 
he could say was, that if this was the case they would hear it in evidence. 
A certain number of gentlemen left the old company in 1869, because they were 
dissatisfied with the supply, and they gave evidence in favour of the bill, though 
he was bound to say they had but very little to state with regard to the manner 
in which the company had met the requirements of the place. The complaints 
were certainly as few as could be expected, considering that the company had 
been established for 20 years.” He could not think it was on those grounds Par- 
liament decided against them. ‘‘ That although the promoters of the said bill 
have for some years been in possession of gas-works at Aberdare, they have, 
during all that time, supplied only certain parts of the town of Aberdare with 
gas, and that only partially and very inadequately, more than half the streets 
and thoroughfares of the said town never having been lighted by them at all, and 
such inefficient and inadequate supply, and the conduct of the promoters gene- 
rally, gave great dissatisfaction to those of your petitioners who are ratepayers 
and inhabitants of the town of Aberdare, and to the ratepayers and inhabitants 
generally of such town, many of whom required gas and could not obtain it, and 
the great dissatisfaction caused thereby led to the formation of your petitioners 
company in the interest of the consumers. The promoters of the said bill con- 
fined the supply of gas to those portions of the town of Aberdare most 


’ profitable to them, and entirely neglected and refused to supply the re- 


mainder of the town of Aberdare, and also the streets and places ad- 
jacent thereto, greatly to the injury of your petitioners, and the rate- 
payers and inhabitants generally of the town and neighbourhood.” The 
company were not pledged to supply their gas unless they were likely to be 
compensated. They had supplied every pas where it had paid them to do so. 
“‘ That, notwithstanding such neglect and refusal, the promoters of the said bill 
are now seeking powers to maintain their works and mains in the town of Aber- 
dare, and to supply the populous part only of the parish, to the exclusion of large 
villages, which are also within the said parish, and also within the limits of 
your petitioners Act, the consequence of which would be that your petitioners, the 
Aberdare and Aberaman Consumers Gas Company, with the promoters of the said 
bill, would compete for the supply of the cream of the district, and leaving your 
petitioners alone to supply the outlying unremunerative part of the said parish ; 
and they complain that, if such powers be conferred on the promoters of the said 
bill, it will be most injurious to their property, rights, and interests, and they 
most strongly object thereto. That the public lighting of the streets and thorough~- 
fares of the town of Aberdare, and the supply of gas hitherto afforded by the 
promoters of the said bill, have been extremely aconempe ys to your petitioners, 
who are ratepayers and inhabitants, and gas consumers of the town of Aberdare, 
owing to the inadequacy of the supply, the quality of the gas, the price charged, 
the arbitrary conduct of the promoters of the said bill, and other causes, which 
the promoters might have avoided, had they been so disposed, and the mode in 
which they have hitherto conducted their business has been entirely regardless 
of the reasonable wants and interests of your petitioners, and the other gas con- 
sumers and inhabitants of the town of Aberdare; and on these grounds your peti- 
tioners and the ratepayers and inhabitants and gas consumers of Aberdare hailed 
with great satisfaction the passing of the Aberdare and Aberaman Gas Act, 1869, 
and they have since derived very great benefit from the highly satisfactory supply 
of gas afforded under the Act, the passing of which has been the means of re- 
lieving them from the evils they so long endured, arising out of the supply of 
gas being in the hands of the promoters, and they strongly object to the passing 
of the proposed bill, on the ground, amongst others, that the benelits they would 
otherwise derive from the supply of gas afforded by the Aberdare and Aberaman 
Consumers Gas Company will be prejudicially interfered with by the passing of 
such a bill.” 

Mr. Denison: The committee thought that the establishment of two com- 
panies in such a town as Aberdare would not be a public advantage, and they 
suggested that an amalgamation should take place calculated to meet the wants 
and wishes of the original company. 

Mr. SomERseET said the two parties were sent out to consider if they could not 
come to terms; and he thought he had been pretty accurate in what he had said. 

Mr, Micuaet: It was at the commencement of the second day, before the 
petitionerscase was heard. After it was heard, the committee said the preamble 
was not proved. [A copy of the Journal or Gas Licutine was handed in 
to the committee.] ’ 

Mr. SomersET said they appeared substantially to agree. Lord Egerton said, 
“I desired to intimate that the committee are prepared to proceed with the bill, 
but they are of opinion that no clause should be inserted compelling the old gas 
company to sell their works to the proposed company under the bill.”” He was 
not going to argue the question of competition. It was quoted as an excellent 
thing by those gentlemen in 1869, though they did not seem to like it now. 
Then the petitioners proceeded to say, ‘* That it would be a serious injury to the 
ratepayers and gas consumers of Aberdare and the neighbourhood if the powers 
sought by the promoters of the said bill be conferred upon them, end your 
petitioners submit that the establishment of two gas companies, under parliamen- 
tary authority, in such a town as Aberdare, is wholly unnecessary, and would 
cause much injury, inconvenience, and annoyance to the inhabitants, and that 
it would result in a useless expenditure of capital, which would ultimately fall 
upon the ratepayers and gas consumers of the said town and neighbourhood; and 
your petitioners, therefore, strongly object thereto.” In 1869, their lordships 
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wotzld see, it was put forward there was pete of room for two gas companies in 
the town; and now they complained of injury, inconvenience, and annoyance. 
Whether it was so or not would be proved by the evidence. With regard to use- 
less expenditure of capital, the promoters were only trying to protect their own 
interests, After what had happened, they would be told that if the bill passed, 
and the promoters obtained an Act, they would agree to amalgamate in some 
way with the new company ; or at any rate, that they would agree upon some 
uniform price. He had no doubt that might be so; but would that be a disad- 
vantage, injury, and inconvenience to the people of Aberdare? To continue 
charging 2s. 9d. and 3s. would be ridiculous. hey (the promoters) had been’ 
charging 3s. 6d., and was it to be supposed, when that had been charged, there 
cauld be any combination to raise the price above that? But, supposing they did 
not agree to amalgamate, but only agreed as to price, and that it should be 3s. 6d. 
as a maximum, would they not be competing in equal terms to the advantage of 
both ? and that was all they asked their lordships to allow them to do. Suppos- 
ing there was an agreement to have the same price, and both companies could 
not go on cutting their throats in that way, there would be competition to give 
the best gas to the place, and could that be called injury, inconvenience, and 
annoyance to the inhabitants? Now, what had been the effect of competition at 
present? Last year the old company paid no dividend, on account of the parlia- 
mentary expenses which they had toendure. But what did the new company 
do? Though they were the invaders of the district they paid a dividend of 6 per 
cent. upon eight months, and carried forward £327. Their capital, as it ap- 
peared in their half-yearly report, was £19,000, or a little under. 

The CommITTEE: What price were they charging? 

Mr. SoMERSET: 4s., and the old company, 3s. 4d. Their parliamentary ex- 
penses were charged to capital, whilst the old company had to pay theirs ou’ of 
revenue. They declared that in the first eight months they had a net profit of 
£756. It would not take much to raise them to 10 per cent. 

Mr. Denison: All the better. Then they must reduce the price. 

Mr. Somerset: In Mr. Stevenson’s view, no doubt ; because he said there wes 
plenty of room for two companies. Well, whether their gas was good or not, 
there was this significant fact, that several old customers had come back to the 
promoters, as also several who had supported the new company in the first in- 
stance. ‘That, owing to various circumstances, the promoters of the said bill 
have great influence with the Local Board of Health of Aberdare, and on that 
account the said local board does not, with reference to the supply of gas in the 
town and neighbourhood of Aberdare, in fact, represent the interests and wishes 
of the ratepayers and gas consumers of the said town andneighbourhood.” This 
question was ventilated in 1869. If the local board did not represent the views 
of the popes it was their own fault. ‘That by reason of the promoters of 
the said bill having hitherto limited, in manner aforesaid, the area of supply 
afforded by them, and having also, until within the last few-months, charged an 
unreasonably high price for gas of inferior quality, they have for many years past 
made large and unreasonable profits, amounting in some years to upwards of 
twenty per centum on their entire capital.’ Well, the old company had, as he 
had stated, averaged six guineas per cent. since they were established, and they 
had spent out of revenue a sum of £1500, instead of raising fresh capital. “‘ That 
although the promoters of the said bill refused, as hereinbefore stated, to sell 
their works, mains, undertakings and property to your petitioners upon arbitration 
terms, as provided by the 29th section of your petitioners Act, the promoters have 
inserted in the now pending bill a clause providing for the sale of the said gas- 
works, lands, mains, and undertaking to the Aberdare Local Board of Health, 
upon terms substantially the same as those provided in your petitioners Act for 
the sale of the same works, mains, undertaking, and property to them, notwith- 
standing the fact that the promoters of the said bill refused to carry out such sale 
with your petitioners, the Aberdare and Aberaman Consumers Gas Company, 
without any reasonable cause ;”’ and then said that the old works were bad, and 
soon. Well, that was an engineer’s question, and all he could say was that the 
promoters entirely denied such an allegation. ‘*That your petitioners, the 
Aberdare and Aberaman Consumers Gas Company’s works have been erected in a 
far better situation for the supply of the district, the whole of which they are 
fully adequate to abundantly supply.” That was another engineer’s question. 
‘‘ That your petitioners desire inquiries to be made into the several matters afore- 
said, and especially into the financial position of the promoters of the said bill, 
the quality and purity of the gas to be supplied, and the modes of testing the 
same, the proposed pressure, and the price to be charged.” In answer to this, the 
promoters said they were ready to be examined as to their accounts in every way. 
They would produce their books, and give the petitioners the advantage of 
knowing what their financial position really was. Their old secretary, Mr. Evan 
Jones, had left them, and had accepted a situation with the new company, giving 
them an especial advantage, so that he could not be produced on their behalf. 
Then the petitioners concluded by saying that the bill was unnecessary and un- 
called for, and was calculated to injure very seriously the interests of the town 
and neighbourhood, in respect to which it was not necessary that he should offer 
any observations. He was sorry to have occupied the time of their lordships so 
long. He had endeavoured to the best of his ability to put the case of the pro- 
moters before them, feeling how serious a matter it was for his clients, and when 
be looked round and saw the formidable array of counsel in opposition, he felt 
that he must ina great degree throw himeelf upon their lordships protection, and 
ask them to bear with him in any defects that he might labour under. He would 
proceed to call his witnesses, but before doing so must again remind their lordships 
that the promoters had already supplied the town with gas for 20 years, without any 
serious complaints against them; and that they had been subjected to an indict- 
ment, which was the cause of their coming to Parliament on this occasion. All 
the circumstances of their case he trusted their lordships would take into serious 
consideration, and say that the preamble had been proved. 

_ Rhys H. Rhys, Esq., examined by Mr. SomERSET. 

Iam a magistrate of the county of Glamorgan. chairman of the Aberdare Local 
Board, and chairman of the original gas company. I was present at the meet- 
ing for the formation of the old company, and have been a shareholder from the 
beginning. In 1857 I became one of the lessees of the works, and continued in 
that capacity until 1862. In that year the company took the works into their 
own hands. Our deed enabled us to raise £6000 in ordinary shares and £2000 
by borrowing. We exhausted those powers in 1862, and raised about £1800 to 
improve the works, under the direction of Mr. Cocker, the engineer of the 
Merthyr Gas-Works. Our secretary is Mr. David Price. A gentleman named 
Jones formerly held that position, but he left at Christmas, and entered the service 
of Mr. Stevenson. 

Mr. Somerset: So that he can now give them information. 

Mr. Denison: You have no right to make that remark. 

The CuairMAN: It is an especial advantage, you say. 

Mr. Denison: It has its meaning, of course. 

Mr. SomexsrT: We cannot produce our secretary, because he is ill. 

Examination continued: We had some talk in 1868 about going to Parliament. 
Our capital was very small at that time, and we did not think it necessary to 
incur much expense. It was a mere conversation, and no motion was made upon 
the subject. 1 recollect in 1868 hearing that a notice was in the newspapers to 
the effect that an application would be made to Parliament for a bill to enable a 
new company to supply gasin Aberdare. It was, I believe, the last day that 
such notices could be given in the newspapers. I had never heard of any meeting 
in the town with regard to the formation of a second company, There had been 
some complaints against us, as a matter of course. 

Mr. DENISON: Are we to try all the story of 1869 over again? 

Examination continued: We reduced the price between 1862 and 1868 from 
7s. to 5s. ; first to 63., then to 53. 6d., and next to 5s. 1 am aware that the old 











company made certain proposals to the local board. When such matters came 
before them I always left the chair. The company’s proposal to reduce the price 
to 4s. 6d. was accepted, and in addition we gave a bond of £2000 to come to Par- 
liament for a bill of our own. We did so in 1870, and were defeated in the 
House of Lords. I heard Lord Egerton say something in 1869 about our not 
being compelled to sell. Clause 29 in the new company’s Act was inserted by 
the House of Commons. On our return to Aberdare we considered whether we 
should act under that clause or not. Several conferences took place, but they 
resulted in nothing. We asked a fair and reasonable price, but the new com- 
pany declined to give it, and as there was no compulsory power of sale we thought 
we might go on competing with them. We had given a promise, or rather a 
bond, to the local board to proceed with a bill in 1870, and they refused to release 
us under any circumstances. They were perfectly willing, however, to sanction 
any arrangement we might enter into with the new company, but they would 
not give the bond up; in fact, they declined to release us, and we felt ourselves 
compelled to come to Parliament. When the bill came before the House of Lords 
on the second day, the committee desired 1s to confer, with a view of coming to 
some amicable arrangement. We were unable to doso, and ultimately they 
rejected our bill. We are prepared to go on competing with the new company if 
we can obtain parliamentary sanction. Our average dividends, taking them from 
the commencement of the concern, have been six guineas per cent. We applied 
£1500 of revenue to capital purposes. Last year, on account of our parliamentary 
expenses, we paid no dividend at all. The cost of our application last year was 
paid out of dividend. A great number of our consumers left us in order to give 
the new company support, but some of them—about a dozen, I should think— 
have returned. We retained our largest consumers—the railway companies, the 
market companies, the large brewers, and one of the largest hotels. At the Gla- 
morganshire Sessions, last year, we were indicted for breaking up streets, and a 
true bill was found. The prosecutors were Mr. Hawkins, the secretary, Mr. 
John Johns, the chairman, and Mr. Linton, the solicitor of the new company. 
The sole cause of our coming to Parliament this year is due to this indictment. 
We find ourselves liable to be indicted if we break up the streets in any way, 80 
that it is perfectly impossible we can carry on our supply in the future. We 
are also apprehensive the new company may follow up the indictment by pro- 
ceedings for an injunction in the Court of Chancery. 

By the CommitrEE: An indictment would operate against carrying on our 
works. It would prevent us from carrying our mains to places we wished to 
supply. There are no parties who can give us authority. The local board might 
say they would not object, but that would not prevent an indictment being 
lodged against us. 

The CHAIRMAN: Were you indicted by certain individuals as inhabitants of 
the town of Aberdare? 

Witness : I presume so. 

The CHAIRMAN: Would not the local board have power to authorize you {o 
break up the streets? 

Witness ; I apprehend not, my lord. i 

The CuarnMAN : You are advised that a local board has no power to give 
you authority to break up the roads. 

Mr. Somsset : I believe the point was settled in the Sheffield case. 
the indictment Loopy. handed in}. 

Mr. Micuar.: It has been decided that a local board can give authority to 
gas companies to open the roads under their control, for the purpose of laying 
mains, but that they cannot give such authority as would prevent any of the in- 
habitants from indicting the company for a nuisance. 

Mr. Denison: It has also been. decided, I think, that the Court of Chancery 
will not grant an injunction in cases where the local board has consented. 

The CHArrMAN: I think we clearly see our way now. 

Mr. Somerset : I do not think the grand jury would find a bill, though they 
did in this instance. But supposing all these thinga do not occur, the mere fear 
of an indictment will — us from carrying on our works. 

Examination continued: Last year we reduced the price to 3s, 4d., and re- 
cently to 2s, 9d. The new company had published a placard headed ‘*Cheap 
Gas,” and informing the public that after such a date their price would be 3s. 
The result of this was that they took some of our consumers, so that we were 
obliged to reduce our price to 2s, 9d., which, as you may know, is not a paying 

rice. 

The CuarnMAN: What is the cost of coal ? 

Witness: The average price of coal, including a proportion of Wigan cannel, 
is about 10s. 6d. a ton, or perhaps a little higher. We use about 10 per cent. of 
cannel. Lately we have had coal from Ruabon collieries. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Denison: I became a director in 1862, immediately 
after the lease was up. There may have been complaints from inhabitants of 
streets that we would not supply. We did not extend our mains to those streets, 
because they were not public highways. I have not come here to say that we 
have always been accurate. I took an active part when the new company’s bill 
was before Parliament in 1869. An original clause as to purchase was modified 
in our favour, and at our request. The new company had presented a clause 
which would have made it compulsory on us to sell our works, but Lord Egerton 
said that the committee would not allow it. An original clause, to purchase by 
agreement, was modified by the House of Commons according to our views. The 
modification of that clause might be termed a great victory, but I do not think 
we ever said thatit was. I do not remember making any remark about it, ex- 
cept that we considered that it did not make it compulsory on us to sell, I 
advised the company not to go to arbitration. I made up my mind deliberately 
not to do that, as I considered that competition ought to goon. I thought it was 
quite optional with us whether we should compete or not. We knew nothing 
about the legality of an indictment or the decision which had been come to in the 
Sheffield case. Our solicitor never advised us that we were liable to an indict- 
ment after the local authorities had given us permission to throw up the roads. 
I do not say we had no conversation about going to Parliament prior to1868, I 
meant to say that on amy | occasions, between 1863 and 1868, we conversed as to 
as! ng riety of applying for a bill. 

r. Denison: What for? 

Witness : For the purpose of raising our capital ; and besides, we thought we 
should be more likely to get persons to take our shares if we had parliamentary 

owers. We were liable also to indictment if we had no legislative protection. 

r. Stevenson may have said it was impossible for two companies to exist in 
Aberdare. He said everything that he possibly could in favour of his own com- 
pany but I think it is very doubtful whether he said that. 

r. DENISON : It is reported in the JourNnaL or Gas Licnutina, Mr, Steven- 
son said, ‘*It would be to either interest that one should succumb, or they would 
become worthless concerns.”’ 

Witness: I cannot remember what he said in 1869. 

Mr. Denison : Is it your opinion that one should succumb? 

Witness: I do not think so at all. 

Mr. Denison: What are you todo? You cannot go on charging 2s. 9d. 

Witness : I think we shall agree as toa price. Probably it will be 3s. 6d., and 
then both companies might exist and continue to make a profit. I do not sup- 
pose it has ever occurred to the people of Aberdare that in the long run they 
would have to Pay upon two sets of mains. I do not think that the interest of 
the old company should be confiscated. I heard Mr. Linton say that the bond 
was not worth the paper it was written upon. 

Mr. Denison: Did you ever consult your solicitor as to whether a bond of that 
kind could be enforced ? 

Witness: Our solicitor thought so. I never asked the question, because I bad 
no doubt about it. It was prepared with the intention of its being enforced. 
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The local board told the gas company they were at liberty to sell. They made 
up their minds that the gas company might sell if they chose, or that they 
might arrange with the new company. 

Mr. Drnison: I observe in the bill there is a clause in which you take power 
#6 sell to the local board. 

ttness : Yes. 

Mr. Denison: Did it ever occur to you that if they purchased your works the 
Tera! board would compete with the new company within their own district ? 

Witness : I do not know that it ever occurred to me at all. It would be so, of 
eourse. It is the 79th clause. We do not recognize the new company. The 
Joca! board could not buy witbout they obtained an Act of Parliament. The new 
sompany would have an opportunity, when they applied for it, of getting restrict- 
tions placed upon them. 

Mr. Denison: All l can say is, that the clause is compulsory. ‘If at any 
time after the passing of this Act, the Aberdare Local Board of Health shall de- 
sire to purchase the works, lands, gas-mains, and undertaking, and the property 
connected therewith, of the companies, and of such desire shall give to the com- 
pany notice in writing under their common seal, signed by their clerk, the com- 
pany shall sell their lands, gas-works, mains, and undertaking, and property con- 
mected therewith, and all their rights and interest therein, to such local board, 
and the local board shall purchase the eame from the company for such sum and 
Bpon such terms and conditions as may be agreed upon between the local board 
and the company, and, failing such agreement, as may be determined by arbitra- 
tion.” &c. Did you advise that clause being put in? 

Witness: No. 

Mr. Denison: You did not know how it came to be put in? 

Witness: I never went through the bill until this morning. It was prepared 
by our solicitor and Mr. Bell, the parliamentary agent. The limits of last year 
were eo-extensive with those of the new company. There was an objection 

taken to our having covered all the ground they oceupied, and this year it was 
decided to confine us to the district we supplied. 

Mr. Denison: Yes, to the best of the district. And then you have a clause to 
keep within our limits, so that you are compelled to supply where it is most 
profitable, and not to go into districts where it is not so. 

Witness: The restriction of 1} mile was my suggestion. In all other respects 
the bill was the bill of our solicitor and agent. The indietment was tried, but 
was removed to the Queen’s Bench. There are two roads complained of in the 
indietments, which it is said we broke up. Ove of them was opposite Gadly’s 
Terraee, in a new street, and the other was a tract road, in which mains have 
been laid for some time. We were about putting in services to some cottages 
there. We have never refused to supply any consumers if their houses were 
within reach of our mains, 

Mr. Denison: Did you know, at the time you made up your minds not to sell, 
that litigation was distinct from arbitration? 

Witness: We thought of the Neath case. We knew that the new company 
could pot get possession of the old company. In the Neath case, I believe the 
solicitor of the old company was one of the largest proprietors, and threw every- 
thing in the way, and that was the reason why we made up our minds not to sell. 
Punderstand the Neath has been settled, but am not aware whether the new 
company had to pay the costs of the arbitration. We never asked £17,000 for 
our worke, although we might have said that that was their value. £15,000 
‘wee the price we asked. We have applied £1500 of revenue to the works, and 
spent £9000 of capital. £3000 was borrowed money. £2000 we borrowed in 
1862 for the purpose of extending our works, and £1000 in 1869 to enable us to 
oppose the passing of the new company’s bill. Of dividend-bearing capital we 
have only £6000. The £3000 bears interest at 5 per cent. Our last dividend on 
the £6000 was 7} per cent. 

Mr. Dunison : Supposing we were compelled to buy your works now, what 
tse would they be to us, we having been compelled to make our own ? 

Witness; We do not ask such a question. 

Mr. Denison: Never mind, I should like an answer. 

Witness ; Then it is for you to find out. 

Mr. Denison: I want to kuow if you can suggest any advantage ? 

Witness: No. 

Mr, Denison : I thought not. Your mains, where they run in the same streets 
as ours, could be of no use to us? 

Witness: I cannot say. 

Mr. Denison: I should think you can guess ? 

Witness : No, I cannot. 

Mr. Denison: Then I shall say their lordships can. 

Re-examined by Mr. Somzerser: The new company were doing their best to 
stifle competition. We agreed to supply Gadly’s Terrace, and they indicted us 
for doing so. We have reduced our limits in order to please the new company. 
Now, they said we wanted to have the best part of the town. We find that we 
eannot satisfy them in any way. We had no idea of being indicted, because we 
thought we had a prescriptive right, having been there for so many years. Our 
solicitor is a shareholder, but not a member of the board. He is the returning 
oftieer for the School Board election, and is compelled to be absent during this 
jnguiry. We considered that we were honourably as well as legally bound to go 
to Parliament in 1870. We applied to be released from the bond, but we were 
sefused. Whatever the litigation in the Neath case might have been, it frightened 
ug against going into arbitration. 

Mr. Arthur Jones, examined by Mr. Somerset. 

Dam landlord of the Black Lion Hotel, Aberdare, and have always been a 
exstomer of the old company, paying between £50 and £60 per annum for my 
gs. Tam quite satisfied with my supply. The indictment has had an effect 
on the consumers. Two of my tenants would have had gas laid on if it had not 
keen for that. 

@ross-examined by Mr. Dentson: I have not always been satisfied with the old 
eompany. At times they have behaved very badly to us; still I take their gas. 
Bhave many friends connected with them, and it is to my interest to keep up 
competition, and I ask that the bill should pass, 

Mr. Henry N. Buse, examined by Mr. Somerset. 

Fam a currier at Aberdare, and consume the old company’s gas. I patronized 
the new company when they started, but have gone back to the old. I left the 
mew because they were charging two prices. They charged me 4s., whilst they 
were serving others at 3s. 4d. I considered it to be favouritism, and complained 
about it, but got no redress. Then I cut the gas off. I think the old com- 
pany’sgasisthebetter. I should not havetaken the gas of the new company, but 
Raving signed the petition in their favour, and thinking we should have cheaper 
gas, I consented to doso. I considered it to my advantage to get a second com- 
pany into the place, and would have supported them had they not charged me 
more than my neighbours. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Dentson: I cannot say how long I expect the charge 
of 2:, 9d. will goou. The favouritism was done on the sly; it leaked out. 

Mr. Denison: Like their gas. 

Witness: If they had lowered my price, I should not have continued after 
that. I left them on principle. 

Mr. David Hughes, examined by Mr. Somerset. 

¥ am a grocer at Aberdare, and have no particular interest in either the old 
company or the new. I burn the old company’s gas because I conceive it is 

— I am satisfied with my supply, and want the company to get their 


@ross-examined by Mr. Denson: I havebeen a consumereleven years, and have 
always been satisfied with the gas. I have seen both gases tried, and can tell the 
eld from the new when I see it. 





Mr. John Williams, examined by Mr. Somerset. 

Iam agrocer and draper in Mill Street, Aberdare, and consume the old com- 
pany’s gas. Some years ago, I and others went as a deputation to the old com- 
pany to get the price reduced, and they acceded to our request, reducing it from 
7s. to 5s. I am quite satisfied with the manner in which they have supplied 
the town, and should not like to see them compelled to give up their business. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Denison: I consider competition is beneficial. We 
want good gas at a reasonable price. We like to have it as low as we can. 

Mr. Denison : If there are two companies extending their works from time to 
time, do you not think that in the long run the consumers would have to pay 
more than if there was only one company ? 

Witness: 1 cannot say. . 

Mr. Denison: Do you not think that if there are two companies competing, 
it will take them longer to reach the 10 per cent., after which the price must by 
law be reduced, than if there is only one company in the place? 

Witness: I have nothing to do with that. I speak only as a consumer. 

Mr. Denison: Just so. If you cannot summon up intelligence enough to 
answer the questions, it is useless to interrogate you further. 

Re-examined by Mr. Somerset: I think that Aberdare would be better served 
by competition. 

Mr. Evan Thomas, examined by Mr. SoMERSET. 

Tam an ironmonger, and take the old company’s gas. I consider it the better. 
I can only tell, of course, from observation. I was glad to see the new company 
come in, and did one thing which I am now sorry for—I signed a paper that I 
would take their gas at 4s. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Dentson: I signed the paper to induce them to come 
in. Ibhad no intention of taking their gas at that time. The old company 
offered their gas at a cheaper rate—3s. 4d. I think, and then I repudiated what 
I had signed. 

Re-examined by Mr. Somerset: The old company’s gas is both cheaper and 
better. 

Mr. Howell Williams, examined by Mr. Somerszr. 

Tke petition in favour of the old company bears the signatures of both rate- 
payers and consumers, 

Cross-examined by Mr. Denison: It was taken from house to house to be 
signed. 

By the Comnuirrer: The signatures are those of persons scattered all over the 
district. The population of Aberdare does not exceed 38,000, There are several 
villages, but they are one parish for the purposes of the poor-rate. The area is 
something like 16,000 acres. 

The Coumirrex asked for information as to the limits of area which both com- 
panies were to supply. 

Mr. Denison: Our limits are defined as being within two miles and a half 


| from a certain church. 


Mr. Somerser: And we go for a mile and a half from the post-office, which I 
believe is close by. 


Mr. Robinson, examined by Mr. SomERseET. 

I am the manager of the old company’s works, and have been in that position 
for about three years. We supply 39 streets, and the new company 43. No 
complaints as to our gas have reached us lately. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Denison: We have no mains in Hall Street. In 
Gloucester Street we have three consumers, one of whom has 20 burners. We 
do nct supply Griffith, Catherine, Clifton, Merchant, and Margaret Streets. In 
Windsor Street we supply a church. In Mount Pleasant there are two cus- 
tomers. A great many of our consumers left us at first, and went to the new 
company, but Ido not think there were as many as 250. We bave no means 
of testing the gas at our works as to its illuminating power. We use cannel 
coal, but I cannot tell you what sort it is. We have used it since April. I 
should say that our gas is quite equal to 15 candles. We have never refused to 
supply anybody with gas. If the bill is passed, we shall be bound to give 
14-candle gas, and be liable to testing. 


Mr.. J. L. Cocker, examined by Mr. Dentson. 

I have for a considerable time been manager of the Merthyr Gas-Works. In 
1862 I was called in by the directors of the old gas-works at Aberdare. They 
wished to consult me as to improvements and extensions, and I advised them 
from time to time. In 1862 their works were in a bad state. At present 
they are in a very fair eondition. I should think, from observation, that their 
gas is fully equal to 15 candles. Merthyr is a similar place to Aberdare in all 


respects. The works of the new company are well built and fitted. I believe 
the old works are quite sufficient to supply the district. 
By the Commirree: We have only one company at Merthyr. Other com- 


panies adjoin our district. I cannct givea general opinion as to what proportion 
of consumers the population is likely to be remunerative in a district. At 
Merthyr our dividend is 10 per cent. on the original capital, Our proportion of 
consumers to every 1000 of the population is, I should think, under 40. 

Examined by Mr. Micuaru: I cannot say whether 23} per cent. has been 
earned, though not divided, by the Aberdare Company in any one year. £1500 
of revenue has been applied to capital purposes. Applications have been made 
to small consumers at Merthyr, with the view of inducing them to burn our 
gas, but so far unsuccessfully. I have no reason to imagine that it would be 
different at Aberdare. Ido not see why the public should not now have the 
benefit of competition. The mischief is done. Competition will be a benefit as 
long as it lasts. It has been tried in the metropolis, but it generally ended in 
some arrangement. The companies agreed upon districting, or something of 
that sort, and then the price was raised. I am not prepared to say that the 
Aberdare Company are getting any profit from the price they now charge. We 
use the Everglyn coal at Merthyr, and get from it about 8700 or 9000 feet per 
ton. The greater the quantity of gas got from coal the more the illuminating 
power is diminished. At Aberdare they cannot get 15-candle gas without a 
mixture of cannel. I cannot say how many feet they are getting per ton. They 
have 28 retorts, and the whole were employed for a short time during the winter 
of 1869. I think they ought to supply more than 39 of the 143 streets, Some 
of them were not worth calling streets in a gas bill. The old company might 
not be able to supply an area extending for two and a half miles if any great 
consumption took place. I am not aware that some gentlemen have been obliged 
to construct works of their own in consequence of the old company not being 
able to meet their demands. Mr. Fothergill, I believe, has constructed works 
to supply his own residence, but he was not compelled to do so. I think there 
was formerly some dispute between him and one of the lessees. Upwards of 
53,000 feet may be distributed from the two gasholders. That is their absolute 
working capacity in one day. 1 believe that in August, 1869, a resolution was 
come to by the shareholders authorizing the directors to sell the works to the 
new company. I have heard that the new company’s gas failed one night. I 
was present when Mr, Stevenson told the committee that in his opinion a great 
portion of the cottagers of Aberdare would take gas, and he mentioned some place 
where 97 of that class of people were consuming it. 

By the CommirrxEe: Have you done your best to get customers among the 
poorer classes of Merthyr? 

Witness: I have done ali that I possibly can in order to induce them to take 
gas, but I have not been successful. 

Mr. Somerser: Of course, if there is increased consumption, there must be 
increased works ? 

Witness: The present works could easily be extended ? : 

Mr, Mrowarn: Are you aware that when the works failed it was owing to a 
severe frost, when the water in the tank was frozen ? 
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Witness: I cannot say. ‘I know that we suffered from our wet meters being Tho Cuarrman : What was said was this—that the local-board would not re- 
frozen. lease them from the bond, but that they would assent to any arrangement 
between the two companies. 


Mr. Somerset: Of course the old company’s gas was all right. 

This was the case for the promoters, ’ 

Mr. Denison then addressed the committee on behalf of the petitioners, 
observing that their lordships, he was sure, would agree with him in thinking 
that this was not a question of detail, but of principle. Although the people of 
Aberdare did not seem to know it, it was an established fact that competition in 
gas and water was an entire mistake. ‘The time was when it used to be believed 
in, but it had been exploded years ago. Whenever it was his fortune to open a bill 
for a new comgetye when there existed an old one, he always told his clients 
that they might just as well let him begin with an offer to buy up the old 
company, for every one knew that, unless there was a consent to purchase, their 
bill would be rejected. And why? Because Parliament would not allow two 
companies to supply any one town. Parliament never lost the opportunity of 
extinguishing competition whenever a company came for new capital. If there 
are two companies in a town, and the local board appears, there was invariably 
a clause introduced, enabling them to buy up the two companies at a price fixed 
by arbitration, and then the competition ceased. This has happened at Leeds, 
Glasgow, and Dundee. In other instances, where there has been competition, 
the principle of “ districting” has been carried out. The phrase, he believed, 
was invented in 1859 or 1860 with reference to London. There were 13 com- 
panies established, who more or less competed for some time, when they came to 
the conclusion that it was a mistake, and only led to a waste of capital, and they 
agreed among themselves to apportion the supply according to districts. In 1860 
a comprehensive London gas Act was passed, and Mr. Sotheron Estcourt an- 
nounced that Parliament would sanction districting. Other places have followed 
the example, and it had become such an axiom that he had not patience to spend 
time upon it. He remembered having a case from Glamorganshire—Great Ham, 


pany, and before the bill had been before the committee half an hour, they were 
told that Parliament would not sanction competition, and they must submit to 
be bought up. Precisely the same thing was done in the Aberdare Bill in 1869, 
though he was not concerned in it, A new company came and made complaints 
against the old one; all things were proved, aud Parliament ordered the new 
company to purchase the original works, if notice was given them todoso, The 
Legislature desired that a town should be properly supplied, and a company was 
even bound, under clauses, to extend its mains, at the request of the local board, 
into what might be called doubtful and unprofitable places. In this instance 
the limits of the new company were enormously greater than those of the old, 
and certainly it was not intended by Parliament, in 1869—nor even contemplated 
by them for a moment—that this absurd competition should go on, though it 
might be for the benefit of a few grocers and curriers. The old company were 
volunteers—trespassers as it were, who had no more right to break up streets 
than he had; and to pretend that a solicitor was ignorant of all this was nothing 
more nor less than ridiculous, F . r 

Mr. Micuag.: It was expressly stated in the committee-room, in 1869, that 
an indictment would lie, so that they must have known of it. 

Mr. Denison: There was not a solicitor in England who would venture 
to impugn his credit by saying he did not know the state of the law with respect 
to breaking up streets and roads; and therefore, for the old company to pretend 
that they were ignorant of it, and thought they could carry on competition a mi- 
nute longer than the newcompany thought fit to allow them, was absolute nonsense. 
To attempt to supply the town in competition with the new company was simply 
acting in defiance of the intentions of Parliament. They had the opportunity of 
selling their works at a fair price, and they ought to have done it. If they 
thought their concern was worth £17,000, they had the means of proving it 
before an arbitrator, who would have seen that ample justice was done them, 
Instead of submitting to what Parliament had advised them to do, they had 
remained obstinate, and last year they came for a bill like the present, con- 
taining a clause authorizing them to break up the streets, and their application 
was rejected. Allghat he wanted to impress upon their lordships was, that this 
theory of an indictment being a surprise to them was absolute nonsense, 
because it was admitted by their counsel, Mr, Michael, in his opening speech 
last year, months before the indictment was issued, that the new company were 
before their lordships defending themselves against an invasion of rights given 
them by Parliament, by parties who were trespassers, and who might have had 
redress if they had chosen to submit to a legal process of arbitration. Then the 
works would have been of use to the new company, and they would have been 
spared the expense of erecting fresh ones at a cost of £19,000. Great hardship, 
he poor hwlen iy had been inflicted upon them by the conduct of the promoters. 
He recollected that in 1866 the trustees of Maryport obtained power to buy the 
works of the old company without application. It was thoroughly understood 
at that time that the price had been agreed upon, and there was no conflict in that 
respect. It was arranged that the old company should be bought, and no com- 
pulsory clause was introduced into the company’s bill, but for some reason or 
other the local board did not choose to buy the works, and made others of their 
own. The old company then came to Parliament, and said that the local board 
had been guilty of a gross breach of faith; that they had carried their bill on 
the faith of no competition, one company being sufficient to supply the district. 
They succeeded in getting restrictions from Parliament, preventing the local 
board from supplying gas, and then the latter said that as they had erected 
works of their own at great expense, Parliament had inflicted upon them a great 
hardship. Although this was the converse of the Aberdare case, the principle 
was thesame. He did not think there was a single instance, however, in which 
an old company, not having a bill of its own, has been compelled to sell, but the 
mew company were made to buy, and the old company had given them stringent 
means of enforcing the best terms they could get. It was hardly worth 
while, however, to dwell upon the unreasonableness of their offer. It could not 
be said that £11,000 was not a reasonable basis to negotiate upon, when so small 
a capital had been expended upon the works. The real cost of the works, such 
as would be recognized by Parliament, had only been £8000, upon which they 
had got a dividend-bearing capital of 7} per cent.; therefore, he did not think 
that £11,000 was an unfair offer to make. He did not mean to say that an arbi- 
trator would have abided by that sum—the probability was that he would not, 
but there would have been some division of figures, which would have been 
satisfactory to the parties concerned—whatever was the fair sum they would 
have got from the arbitrator upon their own clause; but why did not they do it? 
Simply because they chose to run a risk—an unpleasant risk, he might say, to 
them—of obtaining greater advantages by competing with his clients. The 
£11,000, it must not be forgotten, was — on the suggestion of Mr. Barlow, 
@ gentleman of great eminence, who had been selected as arbitrator, and who of 

others was the most likely to be independent and straightforward. His 
opinion was that £11,000 was a fair and reasonable price. Then, again, what 
happened last year? They pretended, exactly as they did now, that they were 
bound by that ridiculous bond to come to Parliament fora bill. He need not 
argue upon the fact that that bond could not be enforced any more than an action 
for breach of promise against a lady. 

Mr. Somerset: If you use that as an illustration, I can only say that such an 
— - brought recently at Liverpool, and damages amounting to £500 were 
obtained. 

Mr. Denison was sorry that his illustration was not to be relied on. How- 
ever, the bond was fulfilled, because the company did go to Parliament last year, 
when their bill was rejected, and so they were released from their obligation. 
He believed the local board had all along told the company they might act as if 
the bond had not been given. 











Mr. Denison: Well, what megpenet in 1870? Something more than the 
rejection of the bill. At the end of their case, without hearing a word from the 
new company, the committee very naturally suggested that they should come to 
terms, and the new company accordingly made an offer, but the promoters would 
not accept it, and they were obliged to go on and call evidence in support of their 
bill, which, as he had said, the committee simply and absolutely rejected. What 
excuse, then, had the old company for coming again? He complained of their 
having put the new company to great less, inconvenience, and annoyance, by 
conduct which could not be palliated. The expenses were voluntarily and wil- 
fully incurred by their not having carried out what they ought to. Why should 
the consumers of Aberdare be saddled with those expenses, for in the hes run 
they would have to pay them in the shape of an increased price for their gas? 
The companies, it must be remembered, had a right to 10 per cent. dividend, 
and to pay back dividends, before they made any reduction in their rates. 
And why had all this arisen? Simply because Mr. Rhys, in a fit of ob- 
stinacy, would not carry out the resolution of his own shareholders that 
clause 29 in the new bill should be agreed to. This sort of thing always 
fell on the public in the end, because they postponed the time at which the 
maximum amount of dividend was reached, and the price reduced. There 
was nothing, he submitted, that could justify the old company in coming 
to Parliament and spending from £3000 to £4000 more, and he did not know how 
far their lordships would think it right to vindicate the interests of the public 
by marking their sense of those things in some tangible manner. It was money 
thrown away in proceedings whieh could not benefit any one. Could it be sup- 
posed that the people of Aberdare would be better served by having two com- 


| panies? Would the quality of the gas be improved, when the new company 


he believed—where there was an old body in existence, a sort of half private com- themselves had proposed to give an illuminating power equal to 16 candles— 


two candles more than was given to a greater part of London in 1860? It was 
admitted on all hands that two companies could not exist with different prices 
in a place like Aberdare. They would soon agree as to a uniform rate, and then 
it would not be anything like 2s. 9d. or 3s., but would be a price under which 
both might live. Districting, which meant non-competition, had been the result 
in almost all the large places he could name, and he could not think that his 
learned friend seriously meant to argue the question further. It was hard, how- 
ever, that the shureholders should have to suffer for the faults of their directors. 
In 1869 they might have had £15,000 by arbitration, but they repudiated all 
offers that were then made to them. In all probability they had in their two 
contests since spent quite as much as they might then have received, and they 
had driven the new company into an expenditure of £19,000. All that was due 
to nothing else than the stupidity of their board, under the idea that they could 
go on competing with the new company, whilst many of their customers were 
foolish enough to believe that the present price of 2s. 9d. would continue. He 
had not forgotten that one of their witnesses had said that he signed a paper 
against the old company, simply because he thought that competition would be 
beneficial, and that he agreed to take the gas of the new company at a charge of 
4s., but that he had since seen his error, and repented of it. Would their lord- 
ships give credit to evidence of that kind, or justify the conduct of people who 
chose to behave in that way ? Merely because that individual had not got what 
he supposed he would under competition, were they going to passa bill for no 
other purpose than that competition might continue? The company who were 
60 strongly in favour of competition actually proposed a clause which would 
deprive them of the advantage, and hand over their whole concern to the local 
board. But whatsaidthe law? The idea that a local board could compete with 
a company had been exploded long ago. A municipal body was not allowed to 
spend the ratepayers money in such a manner. Competition was never allowed 
in a town like Aberdare. The larger concern must in the end buy up the smaller, 
and probably the old company knew that, because they might think that if they 
got their Act they would be able to sell upon an enlarged basis, but fortunately 
clauses had been inserted under which an arbitrator was bound not to 
take into account any extensions or additions made to the works after 
June, 1869; so that if there was to be a sale, it must be upon 
their legal basis, and not merely upon their geographical. Another ob- 
ject in trying to get their bill was, that the works might be sold on 
an estimate of 20 years purchase, instead of 16% yeare—the usual estimate where 
no parliamentary powers existed. Would their lordships allow them to do that? 
If they passed the bill, they would allow it, and nobody could prevent it; be- 
cause it was perfectly well known that if the bill passed, amalgamation, in some 
form or other, would take place—amalgamation being the absorption of the smaller 
concern into the larger—and instead of giving them £11,000, or it might be 
£14,000, which they would have been entitled to in the first instance, they 
would necessarily get a good deal more, and the new company would have to 
meet their own demands too, after they had wasted their money in building works 
of their own, which they would not have built if they could have purchased 
the old works beforehand. He was surprised to hear Mr. Cocker—a gentleman 
who certainly did not deserve his name—come forward and say that the old works 
were capable of supplying the whole of Aberdare, having cost only ‘ 
whereas, upon the new works, upwards of £19,000 had been expended. If they 
wished to extend their supply they would have, of necessity, to spend £10,000, 
in order to make their works at all equal to those of his clients; and what benefit 
would that be to the people of Aberdare? The consequence would be, that in- 
stead of having to pay upon a capital of £19,000, they would have to meet charges 
upon double that amount, which meant, of course, an increase in the price of gas, 
or a continuation of the present rates levied for years longer than they might 
have been. Whenever two competing companies came before Parliament, the 
committee invariably said it was time to put a stop to competition, and that one 
must absorbthe other. Of course, with the existence of the two companies there 
were many evils to contend against. There was a double breaking up of streets, 
which was always spoken of as a great nuisance; and there were many other 
matters arising out of the imposition of a double capital. And then there was 
the excuse which Mr. Rhys had made about the Neath litigation. Was there 
anything more ridiculousthan that? He said that that litigation was the reason 
why he did not carry out the resolution of the shareholders to sell the works. 
One would have thought he would have taken some pains to ascertain the circum- 
stances; but he seemed to have taken it for granted, and knew nothing about it. 
He merely knew that litigation had taken place. There was, however, this 
peculiarity about it, that at Neath he had reason to believe that litigation arose 
from the solicitor of the company being a large shareholder. And for this reason 
he refused to carry out their obligations. It was an excuse without a reason. The 
difficulty at Neath, he had been told, was a purely legal one, inasmuch as they 
could not get a title to some portion of the works. How any litigation of that 
kind could bear upon Mr. Rhys he could not understand. It would appear that 
the solicitor at Neath had determined not to make a title, and hence the proceed- 
ings in Chancery to compel him to doit. The learned gentleman, in concluding 
his speech, said that he should call witnesses to prove a few matters of fact, and 
then leave the bill to the consideration of their lordships, fully confident it 
would be dealt with as it deserved to be. 

The following evidence was then taken against the bill :— 

Mr, John Johns, examined by Mr. MrcHazt. x 

I am chairman of the new company at Aberdare. The price of gas before its 
formation used to be 5s. per 1000, whilst the quality was very indifferent, and the 
supply insufficient. The old company did not give satisfaction to the inhabitants. 
Representations were made to them as to the necessity of extending their mains 
in order that they might supply the district not then supplied by them. The local 
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board were applied to to light the district, but their auswer in one case was that | passed, the purchase clause now stands as No. 29. The new company made a 


the existing apparatus was not equal to any additional demand, and that there 
was a probability of a new company being established soon, and that they would 
be able to meet the wants of the place. There bad been some agitation pre- 
viously as to getting up a new company. In 1862 and 1863 1 think there were 
some public meetings with regard to quality, pressure, and price of gas, 
Complaints were made, particularly as to the price, and it was shown that gas 
ought to be supplied at a much lower price than what the consumers were then 
paying. On one occasion I formed one of a deputation to the old company, our 
object being to get a reduction in price, an improvement in quality, and, if pos- 
sible, increased pressure, The company said they were not in a position to 
accede to our wishes at that time, but they eventually reduced the price from 63. 
to 5s, 6d., and in some instances to 5s. The supply was not satisfactory imme- 
diately before the formation of the new company. In fact, no improvement took 
place until the new company was talked of. 1 was one of those who took steps 
for forming the new company. On several occasions, especially on market nights, 
when we were obliged to keep our business places open late, the gas went out at 
ten o’clock, whereas we required to use it till twelve. I represented that to the 
old company, and they said they were perfectly aware of it. It was understood 
they could not supply, inasmuch as their works were not adequate for lighting 
the whole of the district. Only a portion of the streets were lit. They only lit 
those of the streets which were in the centre. The company gave no gas to those 
in the outlying districts at all. Some of the inhabitants made representations to 
the local board for public lights, but it was refused, the reason assigned being 
that the works were insufficient to meet the demand. 

By Mr. Somenrsrt: I was not une of those who made a representation, and I 
only speak of it from hearsay. 

By Mr. MicHAEL: I formed one of a party who proceeded to the old board with 
a view of getting them to arrange as to the sale of their works. After considerable 
conversation, we asked them their price, and they said it was £17,500. We 
demurred, and made them an offer of £10,000.. That was increased, before we 
commenced our works, to £11,000. At that time they had reduced their price to 
£14,000. A letter was sent to us,in the course of some correspondence, in which 
they stated that if their offer was not agreed to, it was their intention to go to 
Parliament in accordance with the terms of their bond, given to the local board. 
A resolution was passed by them, as follows:—‘t That the offer of £11,000 by the 
new company be declined, and to show our desire not to waste money, We are 
willing to sell our works for £14,000.” Ido not think we got beyond that. We 
were unable to agree, and then we purchased land, and proceeded with our works, 
I called upon the chairman of the old company, and again asked him to consider 
the matter, and to try if they could not possibly accept the £11,000, in order that 
we might get rid of any unpleasantness, or any difficulty in the future. But 
the answer I received was, that they would not receive less than £14,000, and 
that, rather than do so, they would sell their gas at 2s. 6d.—they did not care if 
they did not get another 6d. profit. We sent a reply, stating that we could not 
accept their price, and our works were allowed to proceed. 

The CommitrEEe: Can you tell us whether anything passed as to arbitration ? 

Witness: Nothing that I am aware of. We got nothirg from the old 
company. 

The Commirrce: Did you suggest arbitration ? 

Witness: It bad been spoken of in the early part of the negotiations. 

The Committers: Not after? 

Witness: Not to my knowledge. 


Mr. Micuasgt: If anything had been said about arbitration, I suppose the - 


clerk would have communicated it to you. 

Witness: As a matter of course. 

Mr. Micnaet: There was no offer of arbitration in writing. 

Witness : No. 

Mr, MicuarL: How much bave you expended on your works? 

Witness: About £19,000. We are lighting Aberdare, Aberaman, and Mill 
Street. Our contractor was laying mains in the street opposite Gadly’s Terrace 
when, in order to steal a march upon us, the old company commenced doing so; 
but we sent more men, and got our mains in as soon as theirs were. The old 
company had been requested to light that part previously. They broke open the 
road to supply the new consumers, and thus laid themselves open to an indict- 
ment. We have laid our mains generally all over the district, wherever we have been 
required by the local board. Weare at present lighting the public lamps, having 
commenced doing so at Midsummer last. We had tendered before for the lighting, 
but on the last occasion ours was the lowest by something like 2s. 6d. per lamp, 
and we were accepted. The —_ to be paid is £1 17s. 6d. per lamp per annum. 
The old company received three guineas for precisely the same service. We 
have mains in every street that the old company has, therefore to purchase their 
works now would be absolutely waste of money. 

By the CommitTEE: We are charging private consumers 3s. The old com- 
pany charged 2s. 9d., whereas immediately before the passing of the Act they 
were charging 5s., though only for a short —— Eventually they got down to 
4s, 6d., and when we were prepared to light they reduced their price to 3s. 4d., 
and subsequently to 2s. 9d. We have had prepared a balance-sheet for the first eight 
months. We paid a dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum. Our illumi- 
nating power is 14 candles, or a little above. We use cannel coal. 

Cross-examined by Mr. SomerseT: When I complained of my gas, the old 
company said that my fittings were bad. I use them at present, with the new 
company’s gas, and find them answer admirably. Iam not an engineer, but am 
convinced that the works of the old company are not sufficient to supply the 
whole of Aberdare. We have laid our mains in 43 streets. We have gone through 
the streets in which the old company have mains, and have laid ours in several 
streets besides. With regard to the public lights, I should think that competi- 
tion is an advantage to the ratepayers. There was something said by the old 
company as to selling their works for £13,000, but that did not include fittings, 
stock, and soon. Those were to be taken at a valuation, so that we considered 
it would amount to about £14,000, as originally offered. The offer to sell for 
£13,000 was made to us through Mr. Powell, of the Bank. I am one of the three 
gentlemen whose names are appended to the indictment, in respect to which a 
true bill was found at the quarter sessions. Mr. Hawkins, the prosecutor, is our 
secretary, and Mr, Linton our solicitor. The indictment charged a nuisance, and 
alleged that they broke up in one place a trench to the extent of 60 yards, and 
to the depth of 18 inches. 

Re-examined by Mr. Richarps: We considered that as we were an incor- 
porated company we had a perfect right to indict them. If they are allowed to 
continue, the people of Aberdare will have to pay upon two capitals. I remember 
Mr. Barlow being employed by the old company, and I believe that he said 
£11,000 was a fair offer. 
pany do. 

By Mr. Micuaex: The reason we have not lighted more streets is because the 
local board have objected to placing more public lamps at present. 





Fray, Marcx 17, 
G. W. Stevenson, Esq., examined by Mr. Ricuarps. 

Iam a civil engineer, practising in Great George Street, Westminster, and 
have had a very large practice in matters connected with gas-works—in their 
erection, valuation, leasing, and so forth. I was the engineer of the new com- 
pany from the first, and I am the Mr. Stevenson who has been described as taking 
a tour through the pleasant town of Merthyr Tydvil. It was by my consent 
that the provision in the bill for the purchase of the old company’s works was 
inserted, and I recommended them to accept it. A similar clause was put in 
originally, when the bill was deposited in December. The bill having been 


We light some 17 more streets than the old com- ‘ 





final offer of £11,000. That was after the three months had expired, during 
which the old company had the option of compelling the consumers company to 
purchase their works, As a gas engineer, I considered that £11,000 was too 
much ; but we made the offer with a real sincere desire to settle with them if we 
could. We heard by a side wind that a gentleman who had been employed by 
them as their engineer had estimated their claim at £11,000, and we offered that 
sum accordingly. That gentleman was their professional adviser, Mr. Barlow, a 
very eminent man indeed. We heard that he had advised them that they ought 
to have £11,000 as the commercial value of their undertaking, and we adopted 
that figure, though I thought it too much. Since that the new company have laid 
their mains all over the place. There are certain streets in which the local board 
have not — mains, and in those streets, generally speaking, we have not 
et gone. We are prepared to carry our mains into those streets whenever the 
ocal board wishes us to light the public lamps. We have retorts sufficient for 
supplying the whole of Aberdare, and a large surplus besides. 

y the CommiTTeE: We have retort-room capable of supplying the whole of 
the radius of 2} miles contained in our Act. There is no part of the old com- 
pany’s limits not included in those of the new. 

Mr. Ricuarps: The old company, strictly speaking, have no limits. They 
only light for 1} mile. There is no part in the old company’s district that the 
new company are not empowered to light. We actually have mains running 
parallel with theirs throughout the district. We have nothing to do but to attach 
service-pipes to our mains, and we can light the public lamps equally as well. 
If the bill passed, the inhabitants, of course, would have the advantage of two 
sets of mains running along the same streets ; but competition between gas com- 
— is not desirable, and has not been sanctioned of late years. Legislation 

as been in favour of monopoly with certain ee restrictions imposed. 
Even the metropolis has been districted, and no two companies can compete. 
Competition has really ceased, as it has been found to end in combination. 
Where competition exists, consumers in the long run have to pay a higher price 
for their gas—in short, they have to pay upon two capitals instead of one. We 
have 36 retorts. Our purifying apparatus is sufficient. We have one telescope 
gasholder of 120,000 feet, and room to place two others. I have never seen the 
old works from the inside, but from the outside. I saw that their holder was in 
a ruinous state. 

Mr. Ricuarps: Where a company has been authorized by Parliament, and a 
purchasing clause inserted in their bill, by which an already existing company 
might compel them to buy up their undertaking, but who declined doing 80, 
there is no precedent, I think, for the old company afterwards coming to Parlia- 
ment for a bill of their own? 

Witness: None at all. 

Mr. Somerset: The committee have power to make a precedent, I presume. 

Examined by Mr. Somerset: I have not estimated the structural value of the 
old works. I believe I did say, in my evidence originally, that I had formed a 
very strong opinion as to the necessity of new works at Aberdare—that I thought 
there was a legitimate opening for a new company, apart from special circum- 
stances, because of the magnitude of the place, which contains some 30,000 in- 
habitants. I consider that I was correctly reported. I knew there was an open- 
ing for a good commercial company. I gave that evidence believing it, of course, 
to be true, 

Re-examined by Mr. MicuAex: I intended to convey to the committee that a 
gas undertaking ought to be established in Aberdare on a larger basis than the 
then existing one, in order that the supply might be developed to the whole of 
the neighbourhood. It was contemplated to take the whole works, pull them 
down, and erect others on the same site. That was the intention of the pro- 
moters when they introduced the bill, and carried out the 29th clause. It was 
a clause identically the same as that introduced into the Neath Act of 1866. I 
was engaged in the Neath case. There was no difficulty imposed by the new 
company in carrying out the clauee. 

By the CommirTEE: You have said that you considered that £11,000 was be- 
ond the value of the works. Upon what ground did you arriwe at that opinion ? 
id you personally value them ? 

Witness : I made an estimate of their commercial value from the best informa- 

tion I could get in the place. 

The Committee: Not from personal inspection ? 

Wétness: No. The structural value is not the commercial value. The com- 
mercial value is a prepared estimate of the net annual profits of the company 
capitalized at 16% years purchase, and it carries with it the structure, all the 
plant, and apparatus used in the business. I made it about £9000. I did not 
see any balance-sheet. I assumed there was a certain sale, and I made the best 
inquiries I could as to the business the company was doing. I took the sale of 
gas at a fair price, and ascertained the proceeds from coke, tar, and so on; 
then I took, in detail, all the expenditure, the sums paid for wages, and the like, 
and capitalized the profits in the usual manner. A balance-sheet was pro- 
duced during the inquiry before Parliament, and showed a very extraordinary 
profit, which, I think, amounted to about 18 per cent. in one year. 

Mr. Somerset: We deny such — entirely. 

homas G. Barlow, Keq., examined by Mr. MicHAkt. 

I am an engineer, practising at 42, Parliament Street, and have had for the last 
40 years very considerable experience in gas matters. I have been connected, 
on one side or the other, with nearly every important undertaking that has 
come before Parliament. I was not engaged as the sole arbitrator at Neath, but 
I was in the Bridgend case. The arbitrator in the Neath case was appointed by 
the Board of Trade. I was engaged, however, in the Neath arbitration, and 
represented the old company. Two years ago I was employed by them to make 
a valuation of their undertaking, and, of course, had access to their works, but E 
must decline to refer to any information I obtained at that time, I am acquainted 
with the district and town of Aberdare. 

Mr. MicuaEL: What do you say as to the establishment of two competing gas 
companies there > 

Witness : I think it would be ultimately prejudicial to the public, as well as to 
the shareholders, to have competition in gas. I have always been in favour of 
the well-regulated monopoly. I think that two companies are not required for the 
district. Ihave been told what the company have expended in order to make 
their works capable of supplying the district, but do not know of my own know- 
ledge. 

Mr. MicnagL: Can you tell us about this offer of £11,000 made by the new 
company for the purchase of the old company’s works ? 

Mr. Somerset: Ido not make the slightest objection to this, if Mr. Barlow 
chooses to answer the question, on behalf of the old company. This gentleman 
acted as their adviser, and if he likes to answer the question I do not make the 
slightest objection. 1 leave it entirely in Mr. Barlow’s hands. : : 

The CommiTrEE: We do not see any advantage in your following up this 
oint. 

Mr. MicuazEL: Very well, my lord. Do you know of any precedent where @ 
clause has been inserted compelling the new company to purchase, and of the 
old company declining to sell their works, and then coming to Parliament to 
establish them under the sanction of Parliament? 

Witness ; I do not know of any such a precedent. i 

Mr. MicHaEx: Do you know of any cases in which clauses have been inserted 
to enable a new company to purchase an old company’s works? 

Witness : Ob, yes; several. 

Mr. Micuae.: Kindly mention some of those cases. E 

Witness : There are Lowestoft, Peterborough, Neath, Bridgend, Brynmaur, 
and Uxbridge. 
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Mr. MicuareL: Do you apprehend there would be any difficulty, under the 
29th clause, if the old company had so wished it, in the new company purchasing 
their works? 

Witness : I do not. 

Mr. Somerset: How long did the litigation in Neath last ? 

Witness: The difficulty did not arise as to the value of the works, but as 
to the title. They had to go to the Court of Chancery to make a title. The 
arbitration lasted three days. No difficulty arose on the part of the new com- 
pany in the matter, as far as the arbitration was concerned, but it was owing to 
the old company not being able to make a title to some portion of the works, 
and the new company went to Chancery for a suit for specific performance, and 
obtained a decree according to their petition. 

Mr. Somerset then addressed the committee on behalf of the promoters of the 
bill, and in so doing said that he would abstain from entering into matters previous 
to 1869, simply prefacing his remarks with the fact that no one knew better than 
their lordships that it was impossible for any company to carry on business for 20 
years without any complaints being lodged against them. Their lordships must 
judge from what they had heard during the course of the inquiry whether or not 
the old company had done their duty as far as the public were concerned. They 
had heard from the evidence given in 1869 that, independently of all other cir- 
cumstances, there was a fair commercial opening for a gas company in Aberdare, 
and Mr. Stevenson and his friends had said from the beginning to the end of the 
inquiry that competition was the cry throughout the place, but what was the 
view of these gentlemen now. They did not want competition, but a mono- 
poly, now that they had obtained parliamentary powers. He (Mr. Somerset) 
quite agreed with what Mr. Denison had said with regard to competition not 
being allowed by Parliament, but were the metropolis and Aberdare places where 
the same legislation was necessary? What had the Metropolis Act of 1860 to do 
with Aberdare? It was an excellent place, no doubt, but no analogy could be 
drawn between the two, or between Aberdare and Maryport, and he submitted 
that the only case quoted by his learned friend was, if anything, in favour of his 
clients, who had been called a parcel of volunteers, and other names to which 
they were not entitled. The company he had the honour to represent was an old 
company, and they were there with no other object than to defend their rights. 
— had heard what Lord Egerton had said, that the committee of that period 
would not compel the old company to sell. Was it not clear that the committee 
looked forward to the possibility of their declining to sell, and of their competing 
with the new company? If this had not been the case they never would have put 
in section 29 of the Act, but would have inserted a clause which would have 
settled the question at once. The feeling of Parliament was that the old com- 
pany should have protection in the shape of being able to go to arbitration, or if 
they could not succeed in that, to go on with their business as before. He had 
next to call their lordships attention to the evidence of Mr. Rhys. His learned 
friend had said in effect that Mr. Rhys was hazy and ridiculous, stupid and 
obstinate, and gave excuses instead of reasons. ow be (Mr. Somerset) was 
not oing to insult Mr. Rhys by any attempt at defending him. Their lordships 
would best judge as to whether he had not given his evidence as a man in whom 
they could place every confidence and reliance. He believed they would say 
“Yes” to that. It had been said that Mr. Rhys and the directors were told by 
the shareholders to enter into arbitration, but when the minutes were inspected 
it was found they were authorized to do the best in their judgment as to whether 
they should enter into such arrangements or not. They met the new company 
on several occasions, but they could not agree. Mr. Rhys said that he had the 
Neath litigation in his mind, and he thought it would be best for his company 
that they should not sell, but retain their works and compete, even though they 
had no Act of Parliament to protect them in doing so. In fact, the directors 
came to the conclusion that, unless they got £14,000, they would not sell. Mr. 
Denison had openly stated that, if they had gone to arbitration, they would have 
got even more than £14,000. 

The Committee: He did not say anything positive as to that. 

Mr. Somerset: He said that possibly they might. At all events, could there 
be a more distinct opinion than that? and Mr. Denison was not a rash man, Was 
the offer of the old company unreasonable, when Mr. Denison himself had ad- 
mitted that possibly they might have got £14,000 if they had gone to arbitra- 
tion. They even offered to take £13,000, the offer being made, as they had 
heard, through Mr. Powell, of the bank. And, supposing they were wrong, 
were their shareholders to be ruined absolutely and entirely, which would be the 
case if the bill was rejected ? because it wouid be impossible they could go on in 
the face of other indictments like the one preferred. No doubt there was a very 
strong division of opinion in Aberdare at that moment; but he could not help 
thinking that the old i were in the ascendant because they offered to give 
competition, and because hitherto the consumers had been well satisfied with 
their gas. They considered themselves bound, in honour and law, to go to Par- 
liament last year, and were willing to accept satisfactory terms; but they could not 
come to such a ridiculous arrangement as that proposed during the course of the 
inquiry—namely, that they should receive the mere structural value of their 
works; for that would have been absolute ruin, and nothing else. They 
preferred taking their chance instead, and unfortunately failed to secure 
their bill. They had not the slightest idea they could be indicted, or there cer- 
tainly might have been a great inducement for them to sell. The next ques- 
tion to which he would call their lordships attention was as to the sufficiency of 
their works. Mr. Cocker had told them that, in his opinion, they were amply 
sufficient to meet all the present requirements—that they were capable of being 
enlarged until they were of a capacity sufficient for supplying the whole of the 
district. Mr. Stevenson had held that Mr. Cocker’s evidence in this respect was 
simply wrong. 

The CommirrzeE: We do not think itis necessary to go into the sufficiency of 
the works? 

Mr. Somerset: If Mr. Cocker was right in one instance, he was not going to 
say he was wrong in another, though it might militate against him. Mr. Cocker 
thought no great number of cottagers would be induced to take gas, and certainly 
that was against his company. Still he was not going to conceal the fact, even 
though, as he had said, it would tell against him. Both companies were 
charging prices which could not possibly be continued. If the committee passed 
the bill, 3s. 6d. would be the maximum price charged under competition ; if not, 
4s, must be the rate without competition, the new company having charged that 
sum last year; and, therefore, he submitted that the people of Aberdare would 
be greatly benefited by having the bill, inasmuch as they would have a supply at a 
reduced price, and not be under any monopoly, well regulated though it might 

Competition possibly might lead to some arrangement between the two 
companies as to uniformity in price. It might be 3s. 6d., or it might be less; at 
all events, the public would get the benefit of competition; and each company 
would do its best, by supplying superior gas, to get the greater number of con- 
sumers. Each company would try to do its best for Aberdare, and the public 
might confidently Jook forward to being well supplied, at 2 very moderate rate. 
Mr. Barlow had told them he approved of a well-regulated monopoly. Was there 
no such thing as a well-regulated competition? If their lordships should think 
proper to pass the bill, the old compauy would be under parliamentary power 
and restrictions, and there would be that amouut of competition which he ven- 
tured to submit would be most advantageous to the town. The old company 
came before Parliament on this occasion simply to escape ruin, and they asked 
for that protection and consideration which had been accorded to their rivals. 
They had supplied the town for 20 years, with every amount of credit and satis- 
faction, and in placing their case—an exceptional one—before their lordships, 
he earnestly hoped they would see their way to passing the bill. 








The room was then cleared for their lordships to consult, and on tle re- 
admission of the public, 

The CHAIRMAN said that the committee were of opinion that the preamble 
had not been proved. 

Mr. MicuaEt then applied for costs. This was the second time the new 
company had been put to the expense of defending their rights, and he ventured 
to say that no circumstances had arisen at all different from those mentioned 
to Parliament in the last session. The application, in fact, was precisely the 
same, and then Parliament, after two days discussion, refused the bill This 
sort of thing might go on indefinitely, and enormous expenses be cast upon his 
clients, soas to prevent any dividend being paid. If the old company were: 
mulcted in costs, it would act as a salutary check in the future. Under any 
circumstances, great hardship would be inflicted upon the consumers of Aber- 
dare, and unless there was some tangible warning given by the committee a 
third application might be made, in the hope that the committee who might 
hear the bill would be more favourable, and grant them powers. According to 
the provisions of the General Act, Parliament might, if they considered that 
the petitioners had been unreasonably or vexatiously put to expense, order 
taxed costs to be paid by the promoters, or they might award such a sum as 
they should think fit. This, the learned counsel contended, was precisely one 
of those cases to meet which the Act had been passed, and he trusted the com~- 
mittee would protect the company from further annoyance and expense by 
ordering the promoters, who had stated they intended to come year after year, 
to pay the costs. 

Mr. Somerset denied that the old company had ever made such a statement. 
He submitted that the committee must be unanimous in their opinion that the 
parties had been unreasonably or vexatiousiy subjected to expense before they 
could order costs to be paid. He ventured to urge that the old company had 
neither been unreasonable nor vexatious in their conduct, but had merely come 
forward to defend their rights and protect their shareholders from ruin. ‘They 
believed, after the intimation conveyed to them last year, they had a right to 
come to Parliament again; and he submitted they had acted bond fide and with 
an honest desire to benefit their consumers and the public. ‘Their lordships 
had declined to give them their bill, and it would be a double hardship if they 
mulcted them in costs. His learned friend, Mr. Denison, when speaking of the 
indictment now hanging over the company, had said that they could not be 
found guilty. That was a comfort to them, indeed; but they were not free from 
further indictments, and might be crushed by proceedings being brought against’ 
them at any time. 

Mr. MicHAet said, after the fiat of the Attorney-General, the indictment 
preferred by his clients would fall to the ground. 

The CuarrMAN: But it is simply removed to a higher court. 

Mr. Somerset: Proceedings were only stayed until the decision of this com- 
mittee were made known. 

Mr. Micwaet said that the Attorney-General had granted a nolle prosequi, 
= in effect, meant that the indictment should not be further proceeded 
with. 

Tne CHAIRMAN: I thought it simply meant that the prosecution should be 
stopped in a particular court, in order that it might be removed to a higher cne. 

Mr. SoMERSET contended that the indictment could still be proceeded with, 
and that the new company were determined to crush the promoters of the bill. 
The Attorney-General was in some degree influenced by the consideration that 
the bill was pending in Parliament for farther powers. The old company were 
exactly in the same position now as they were before the bill was introduced. 
The company had been severely punished for doing what they believed they 
had a right to—namely, to break up the streets in order that they might con- 
tinue the supply. It had been proved they could not do that without running 
the risk of an indictment, 

A Voice: Yes, they can. 

Mr. SomERSET was very glad to hear it. It showed that the gentleman who- 
had made that remark was a much better lawyer than he; but it could not be 
denied that a true bill had been found against the company. It was immaterial 
whether they were found guilty or not, but it was clear, they must in future 
obey the law; indeed, they had no choice in the matter, and must not act 
otherwise. If they broke up the streets other indictments would be lodged, 
the chairman would tell the grand jury what had happened before, and they 
would be found guilty over again. that was what he believed to be the posi- 
tion of the company he had the honour to represent, and that was the reason 
why they came to Parliament in this instance. They found they could not 
open the streets in order to repair their mains or supply their customers, and 
he — there was nothing unreasonable or vexatious in such a pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr. Tercnase said there must be a new offence before a new indictment was. 
preferred. As far as the present indictment was concerned, all proceedings had 
been put an endto. The question was whether there had not been a vexatious 
interference with the rights of the petitioners. He submitted that the old 
company had offended against the provisions of the Act, and ought, therefore, 
to pay the costs. 

‘he Cuarrman: The committee are of opinion that costs should not be 
granted. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Turspay, Marcu 14, 1871. 

(Before Mr. Weauetts, Chairman; Sir Cartes AppERLEY, Mr. A. H 
Brown, and Mr. Broaputey. Sir Joan Duckwortn, Referee.) 
SHEPPY GAS BILL, 

Mr. Ricuarps, Q.C., and Mr. MicHaEw appeared for the promoters; and the 
Hon. GRANVILLE SoMERSET, Q.C., for the Sheerness Local Board, who were 
petitioners against the bill. 

Mr. Ricuarps said this was a bill for dissolving the Sheppy Gas Consumers 
Company, Limited, and reincorporating the proprietors therein with others, for 
more effectually supplying with gas Sheerness, and other parishes, townships, 
and places, all in the Isle of Sheppy, in the county of Kent, and for other pur- 
poses. ‘The preamble stated that in the year 1857 a company was formed under 
the provisions of the Joint-Stock Companies Act, 1856, with limited liability, 
and under the name of the Sheppy Gas Consumers Company, Limited, for 
making and vending in the Isle of Sheppy gas and coke, and for other purposes 
mentioned in the Articles of Association of the company; that they purchased a 
piece of land, the locality of which was described, and built gas-works thereon, 
from which works they were now supplying Sheerness and other places in the 
Isle of Sheppy; that it was expedient the provisions of the Gas-Works Clauses Act 
should be made applicabie to this company, and that for that purpose the com- 
pany should be dissolved and the proprietors reincorporated; that the demand 
for gas in the district supplied by the company was increasing, and that it had 
become necessary to enlarge their pipes and mains; that it was desirable the 
limits within which thegsoompany might supply gas should be defined, and that 
their present capital should be increased. it appeared that Sheerness was 
divided into four townships—Blue Town, Mile Town, Banks Town, and Marine 
Town. Thewhole of Blue Town,and a part of Mile Town, had been supplied with 
gas ever since the year 1834 by a company which had now disappeared, and which 
might be called the old company. The Consumers Company, which were the pro- 
moters of the present bill, purchased the undertaking of the old company in 
1863, and became the sole suppliers of gas in the district. There was formerly a 
body of commissioners at Sheerness under an Act of 10 Geo, 4, c. 121, which 
had jurisdiction in Blue Town, Mile Town, and Bank’s Town, but not Marine Town 
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These commissioners had been superseded by a local board, constituted under 
the Local Government Act, which had jurisdiction over the four townships, 
except so far as they represented their predecessors. On the 14th of May, 1863, 
the Sheerness Consumers Company entered into a contract with the 
local board for the supply of gas to the public lamps, under which 
they agreed to supply 4} cubic feet of gas per hour to each lamp, 
oa to light and extinguish as well as clean the same, at the rate 
of £3 16s, per annum, the contract being terminable by twelve months notice. 
It was not needful to take further notice of that contract than to say that it 
went on until 1869, when it was renewed in identical terms, with the sole ex- 
ception that it was made terminable on the 31st of March in any year by three 
months previous notice on either side being given. The town of Queenborough 
was within the limits of the company’s district, and the public lamps of that 
town were supplied on terms which were to the satisfaction of the corpora- 
tion, who were supporters of the present bill. On the 24th of May, 1870, 
the gas company received an application from the Sheerness Local Board for a 
reduction in the price charged for gas. In their letter it was stated that the 
board had had under their consideration the price charged for the public lamps, 
and comparing it with the price charged at Rochester, and also with the price 
at which this company supplied Her Majesty’s Dockyard, they were of opinion 
that £3 per lamp per annum was sufficient. They, therefore, required to know 
whether the company would reduce their charge tothatsum. Now it was clear 
that the two instances quoted were not analogous, and it would be shown pre- 
sently that the conclusions of the local board were based upon an entire mis- 
take. Rochester was a much larger place than Sheerness, and in the case of 
the supply to the dockyard in the latter town, the authorities received the whole 
of the gas they required through a meter at the dockyard gates, and stood to 
all the leakage which arose in its distribution from that spot. The secretary 
of the gas company replied to the application of the local board, in a letter 
dated the 2ist of June, which he (Mr. Richards) would take the liberty to 
read, because it would put the case of the company clearly before the com- 
mittee. There was no doubt that in former times gas companies acted upon a 
wrong principle in regard to the supply of the public lamps, buying their way 
into a district by offering to supply them ata price much below the charge 
to private consumers. But the unfairness of that mode was now fully recog- 
nized, and in every bill which came before Parliament it was provided that the 
charge for the public supply should not exceed the lowest price charged to pri- 
vate consumers, except in some special circumstances. The learned counsel 
read the letter addressed to the Sheerness Local Board, in which the secretary 
of the gas company pointed ont that the gas used in the dockyard was supplied 
through a 10-inch main to the meter at the entrance, and that the leakage 
beyond that point was estimated at 20 on cent,, which brought the actual cost 
to the Government up to 3s, 9d. per 1000 feet, whereas the price at which the 
public lamps were supplied worked out at a fraction less than 3s, 3d. He also 
stated that as regarded the Rochester and Chatham district, the lamps were 
only lighted for 318 nights in the year, whereas at Sheerness they were lighted 
for the whole 365, and that the price of gas to private consumers in the former 
place was 4s., as against 4s. 6d. in the latter, He added a list of towns in the 
surrounding country, wilh the charges made for gas in each, to show 
that, regard being had to the circumstances of the case, Sheerness 
was supplied on most favourable terms. The bill (continued Mr. Richards) 
states that the present paid-up capital of the company is £25,000, 
divided into 5000 shares of £5 each, whereof 3300, representing £16,500, 


were issued as ordinary shares, and 800 shares, representing £4000, were issued _ 


as preference shares; and that, in addition to the share capital, the company 
had borrowed the sum of £3000 at interest, and that it was expedient that they 
should be authorized to raise further capital. By the 4th clause the limits of 
supply were defined, and by the 21st clause it was proposed to be enacted that the 
capital of the company, subject to the future increase thereof, under the autho- 
rity of this Act, should be the sum of £25,000, and should consist of 5000 shares 
of £5 each. By clause 24 it was proposed that the company should be em- 
powered to raise, by the creation and issue of new ordinary or new preference 
shares or stock, such further sum or sums of money as they thought proper, 
not exceeding in the whole £15,000, provided that no share so created should 
be of less amount than £5. By clause 29 the company proposed to take the 
usual borrowing powers to the extent of one-fourth of the total capital. The 
43rd clause gave them power to purchase land, and the 45th restricted them 
from manufacturing and storing gas, except on the lands mentioned in the 
schedule to the bill. By clause 67 the illuminating power of their gas was fixed 
at 14 candles, and by the 73rd the maximum price to be charged for the same 
was fixed at 5s. within their present limits, and 7s. 6d. in the extended area 
authorized by the bill. Those extended limits were rural in character, and 
unless a higher maximum was fixed for the supply there, the effect would be 
that the town of Sheerness would have to contribute to the lighting of a less 
profitable district than theirown. The only petition against the bill was from 
the Local Board of Health. This petition recited the Act which brought the 
old local commissioners into existence, and in whose shoes, as regarded Blue 
Town and Mile Town, the present board stood. They stated that they were 
the Local Board of Health for the district of Sheerness, and that in them were 
vested all the powers and rights of the commissioners, so far as the same were 
now in force by the Act of 12 Vict.,c. 94. By their Act they stated that they 
were authorized to light the place. True it was that the old commissioners had 
power to erect gas-works and supply the public lights. They had also power to 
contract with other persons to supply gas; but there was one thing wanting, 
which must be found before they could exercise the first of these powers— 
they had no money to do it—and having adopted the Public Health Act, 
they had recently applied to the Secretary of State for permission to borrow 
money for the purpose, and had been distinctly refused. 

Mr. Somerset: We have received no report to that effect. 

Mr. Ricwarps: We have, and no doubt you will hear of it in good time. 

The Cuarrman: You do not dispute the 4th clause of the petition as to the 
jurisdiction of the board? 

Mr. Ricuarps: No; it is perfectly true, but it does not extend to their pre- 
sent limits, but only to those limits over which the old local commissioners had 
jurisdiction; so that if they were to erect gas-works they could only light 

lue Town and Mile Town. 

Mr. Somerset: You must not take me to assent to that. 

Mr. Ricuarps said he understood his learned friend to assent to nothing. 
The local board proceeded in their petition to go through a number of the 
clauses in the bill, and to comment upon them; and in passing he might 
remark that the petition possessed additional interest to him from the discovery 
he had made that many of its allegations were verbatim with those of a peti- 
tion which would by-and-by come before the committee in opposition to the 
Whitby Gas Bill. It certainly strack one as very singular that the local board 
of a town in the North Riding of Yorkshire should be suffering from an iden- 
tical grievance with the local board at Sheerness. The latter complained that 
the Sueppy Gas Company were seeking to legalize theig past proceedings, and 
to obtain parliamentary sanction for the breaking up of streets, roads, and 
places which were under their management. At the present time the company 
were doing this under the sanction of the board, but it was not safe for any 
company to rest only on such an authority; and it must be borne in mind that 
whenever Parliament gave the power to a company it was always accompanied 
with restrictions in the public interest. Then the local board stated that, 
“Your petitioners are fully authorized, under the powers vested in them, to 
erect gas-works and to light the various places within their district, and also 
to supply gas to private consumers in such district, and it is their desire to 








maintain such power.” They also objected to the proposed increase in the 
capital of the company, because it would be a temptation to invest money in 
unprofitable districts, and thus require the price of gas in Sheerness to be kept 
up, that the company might be able to pay dividends on such additional capita!, 
In the 19th clause of their petition they any that the company were seeking 


to prevent them from lighting the place. The truth was they had no power to 
do it, the permission to raise money on loan having been refused them. He (Mr. 
Richards) knew of no greater misfortune to a place like Sheerness than for the 
local board to supply gas. The proper thing was for a company to supply it, 
and for the local board to look after the company, and see that they did their 
duty. The petitioners alleged, amongst other things, that the price proposed 
to be fixed as a maximum was too high, the illuminating power too low, and 
that the mode of testing was insufficient. Substantially there was no complaint 
from the inhabitants on these points, and with reference to them the committee 
would hear what the local board had to say on their own behalf. There were 
various other provisions in the bill to which the board objected, and there was 
a series of clauses which they asked to have inserted. He believed that when 
the evidence on both sides had been heard the committee would have no diffi- 
culty in deciding that the preamble of the bill was proved. 
Mr. A. W. Marks, examined by Mr, Micuagt. 
I am the secretary of the Sheppy Gas Consumers Company, Limited, and have 
held that office since the year 1862. The total amount of money which the com- 
any have expended upon the old company’s works and their own is £26,749. 
Their capital is divided into 3300 ordinary shares of £5 each, and 800 prefer- 
ence shares of £5 each, which bear a dividend of 4 per cent. The balance now 
due of money borrowed on the security of the works is £3000. Since 1863 the 
company have paid dividends of 10 per cent. upon their ordinary shares. In 
1859 they paid 3 per cent., and in 1860, 1861, and 1862 they paid 7 per cent. 
The total quantity of gas made last year was 28,500,000 cubic feet, and the 
total quantity sold was 25,650,000 cubic feet, the difference between the two 
being “ unaccounted-for gas.” Our largest consumer is the Government, whose 
consumption is nearly 6 million cubic feet per annum. The local board con- 
sume about 2} million cubic feet, The number of public lamps supplied is 133. 
The price charged to private consumers is 5s., subject to a discount of 10 per 
cent. for payment within a month. Practically more than 90 per cent. of our 
accounts are so paid. We have had no complaints whatever from the local 
board as to the quality of our gas, or as to the quantity supplied. The first 
contract between us and the local board for the supply ot the public lamps was 
entered into in 1861, and that continued in operation for two years. In 1863 we 
entered into another contract, which, with the exception of an alteration a3 to 
the notice necessary for terminating the arrangement, was in the same terms. 
The price charged is £3 16s. per lamp per annum, which includes the cleans~ 
ing, lighting, and extinguishing. The lamps are lighted every night in the 
year—4306 hours—which, at 4} cubic feet per hour, gives a total consumption 
of 19,377 cubic feet of gas per lamp. Deducting from the price charged 14s. per 
lamp per annum for cleansing and extinguishing, the company receive £3 2s. 
for this quantity of gas, which works out a fraction,under 3s. 3d. per 1000 cubic 
feet. This is without making any allowance for leakage, which, in the case of 
public lamps, is considerable both night and day. In the dockyard the supply 
is given through one large main, and passes through a meter at the entrance. 

The Cuatrman: What do you estimate the amount of leakage? 

Witness: Roughly, at between 600 and 700 feet per lamp per year. 

Mr. Micuae.: You have it exactly if you deduct the quantity of gas sold 
from the quantity made. It is about 10 per cent. Of course, from that has to 
be taken the quantity of gas used in the works, which would leave it about 7} 
per cent. 

Witness : I speak of the leakage at the public lamps as distinguished from 
the general leakage. 

Mr. SomeRsET said he had just been informed that there was a probability of 
an arrangement being effected between the parties, by which the time of the 
committee would be saved. He was instructed to ask for a short adjournment, 
that the matter might be brought to a conclusion. 

Mr, Ricnarps said he believed that time would not be lost by an adjourn- 
ment, as there appeared to be an approximation to an agreement. 

The Cuarrman;: Of course, if we do adjourn, the committee reserve to them- 
selves a judgment upon the question. 

Mr. Ricuarps: Of course. 

Mr. Somerset: I only ask it to save the necessity of cross-examining the 
witness, as sometimes questions are asked which interfere with negotiations. 
If un adjourn for half an hour now, we shall be in a more amicable frame of 
mind. 

The committee adjourned. 

At a quarter past three the parties returned, when Mr. Somerset informed 
the committee that they had come to an arrangement with regard to all the 
matters at issue with the exception of one clause, and with respect to that the 
difference was almost immaterial. 

Mr. Wyatt, parliamentary agent, explained that they proposed to amend 
the preamble, like 17, by striking out the works “paid up,” and in line 22, 
after “shares,” to insert ‘have been fully paid up, and the remaining 900 
shares have not been issued.” Clauses 1 and 2 were unaltered. Clause 3 
defined the limits to be those of Sheerness, West Minster, and Queenborough. 
Clauses 4 to 20 were unaltered. In clause 21 it was proposed to substitute 
£10 for £5 with respect to the value of the shares, so that it would stand as 
2500 shares of £10 each. Lord Redesdale, he believed, had a great objection 
to £5 shares. Clause 73 had been amended by striking out 5s., the price 
which it was proposed to charge, and inserting 4s. 6d., that being the maxi- 
mum price agreed to. He reminded the committee that the outer district was 
a very scattered one, and the price to be charged there, 7s. 6d., in consequence 
was somewhat higher than that of many other companies; but he believed 
the consumers had expressed their satisfaction at the terms proposed, If the 
company was placed under the general law the consumers would get the 
benefit, because, whenever more than 10 per cent. was paid, a reduction in the 
price would have to be allowed. 

Mr. Micuaet said the nearest village was four miles, and, in order to light 
that, an unproductive main would have to be laid. The maximum price was 
as low as it could possibly be. 

Mr, Wyatt, parliamentary agent, said that the inhabitants of Sheerness and 
Queenborough were satisfied at the price agreed upon. With respect to the 
dividend on the new capital, it had been inserted at 74 per cent. Mr. Kent, in 
the absence of Lord Redesdale, had mentioned 7 per cent.; but he wished to 
take the opinion of the committee as to whether 74 could not with propriety be 
allowed. Some inducement, in small towns like those named in the bill, was 
necessary in order to get parties to take the shares. There was a precedent 
last year for 74, although, for the most part, only 7 had been allowed. He 
believed that, in the St. Albans Bill, 74 had been sanctioned. 

The committee decided upon limiting the dividend to the ordinary rate of 
7 per cent. 

Mr, Somerset said that a clause had been agreed to, under which the com- 

any were required to lay mains when required by the Sheerness Local Board. 
Ther object was of course to have as many public lamps as possible, especially 
as the district was one much frequented by soldiers and sailors. The mains 
were to be laid down at the expense of the company, providing the public lamps 
were fixed at distances not exceeding 60 yards. The gas supplied to the local 
board was to be by meter or otherwise at their option, though the expense was 
to be jointly borne. The company were not to be required to fix more than one 

meter to every 10 lamps. One uniform price was to be charged to private con 
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sumers throughout the present limits, whilst in Sheerness the price paid by the 
local board for the lighting of the public lamps was never to exceed the lowest 
rate charged to any private consumer, except it were by special contract in 
writing. : 

Mr. Reacsnser proposed that, in addition to clanse 77, saving the rights of 
any local board within the limits of the district, a special clause should be 
inserted to the following effect :—“ Clause 774.—Except as is by this Act other- 
wise expressly provided, nothing in the Act shall take away, lessen, prejudice, 
or alter any of the prices, rates, and privileges of the Local Board of Health for 
the district of Sheerness, granted by an Act passed in the 10th year of the reign 
of His Majesty King George IV., chapter 121, intituled, ‘An Act for lighting, 
watching, cleansing, and improving certain streets, public passages, and places 
at Sheerness, in the parish of Minster, in the Isle of Sheppy, in the county of 
Kent.’” 

Mr. Ricwarps strongly contended against the insertion of clause 77a, as 
giving the Sheerness Local Board peculiar rights beyond those enjoyed by 
other local boards in the country, and which, in this case, were not reserved 
in the instance of the Corporation of Queenborough, whose rights were cer- 
tainly as much entitled to protection as those of the Sheerness Board. The 
learned counsel went on to show that clause 77, inserted by the company as a 
saving clause for the rights of the Board of Health, and all other like autho- 
rities within the limits of the Act, gave all that could fairly be claimed, and 
that the introduction of clause 77a would enable the board, possibly, to go 
again to the Secretary of State to borrow money to erect gas-works at some 
future time, with the excuse that a committee of the House of Commons had 
thought it important to insert a special clause to enable them to do so. 

The CHarrman inquired if there were any circumstances which could be 
urged to show that the rights reserved by the ordinary form of clause were 
insufficient to protect their peculiar rights. 

Mr. Ricnarps said the Sheerness Local Board were, in many respects, he 
must admit, a very peculiar board, but he held that there was no reason for 
protecting specially any peculiar rights in their case. > 

Mr. SomeRsET urged the insertion of clause 774, as he said it would prevent 
the chance of future litigation arising between tle Board of Health and the 
gas company. They considered the clause as of vital importance to their 
interests, 

Mr. Ricuarns contended that the result of the retention of the clause intro- 
troduced by the Board of Health would be to canse uncertainty and future 
possible litigation, while the ordinary clause would be a much clearer and 
safer guide. 

The CommirreE accepted the clause as proposed by the company as a suffi- 
cient protection for ail legal rights, and rejected the clause proposed by the 
Board of Health as unnecessary. z 

The bill was then agreed to by the committee, with some amendments in 
details as to shares, suggested by Lord Eversley. 


THIRSK GAS BILL. 
Turspay, Marcu 14, 

Mr. Ricuanrps, Q.C.,and Mr. THompson were counsel for the promoters; and 
Mr. J. CLERK, Q.C., opposed the bill on behalf of the churchwardens, overseers, 
and other inhabitants of the district. 

Mr. RicHarps, in opening the case, said that this was a bill for “ better sup- 
plying Thirsk and Sowerby, in the North Riding of Yorkshire, with gas.” The 
preamble stated that Thirsk and Sowerby, in the North Riding of Yorkshire, 
had been for some years lighted with gas by means of gas-works erected at 
Thirsk, and that these works were now vested in the Thirsk Gas Company, 
Limited, who had been incorporated under the Companies Acts, 1862 and 1867, 
and by their Memorandum and Articles of Association had been duly registered 
in pursuance of those Acts, with a share capital of £12,000, divided into shares 
of £10 each, and of the said capital £10,000 had been, or soon will be, paid up; 
that the company did not owe any money on mortgage, and that they would be 
better able to carry on their undertaking if the Gas-Works Clauses Act, 1847, 
were extended thereto, and if powers were conferred upon the company with 
respect to the purchase of lands, and otherwise. The case was a small one, 
and he trusted it would not occupy the attention of the committee for any length 
of time. The works of the company were commenced in 1834, when Sir Robert 
Frankland granted a lease to one James Malam of 666 square yards in Long 

treet, Thirsk, for 99 years. Mr. Malam erected some small works thereon, 
but on his affairs becoming involved the property passed into the hands of his 
mortgagees, and in April, 1857, it was sold toa Mr. Frost. Lady Frankland 
Russell, the widow of Sir Robert, afterwards conveyed other lands, making 
altogether about 1000 square yards. At the last census the population of 
Thirsk was between 3000 and 4000, and of Sowerby about 1000. Of course, 
there had been some increase since then, though he believed it had not been 
very much, At all events, at the present time it might be safe to say that 
the number of inhabitants was about 5500. In 1860, the lighting of the town 
being in a very unsatisfactory state, Mr. Owst-Atkiuson, a Doctor of Civil Laws of 
the University of Cambridge, and a solicitor of Hull, who seemed to have some 
scientific tendencies, was asked to take the management of the concern, and he 
accordingly did so. From time to time, in order to meet the requirements of 
the town, he expended money upon the undertaking, until the autumn of last 
year, when a company, with limited liability, was formed for the purpose of 
carrying them on. Previous to the transfer of the works they were valued by 
Mr. Hawksley at £7430. That money had since been paid, as well as other 
money in connexion with the works, for, according to the words of the preamble, 
it would be seen that the capital of £10,000 had been, or soon would be, paid 
up. Now, there were certain words in the bill which were printed in italics, 
and it was proposed that these words shculd be allowed or altered at the dis- 
cretion of the committee. With regard to clause 20, it would be found that the 
capital of the company was set down at £16,000, whereof £10,000 was called 
the original capital, to be divided into 1000 shares of £10 each, and £6000, 
the additional capital, to be raised in the manner mentioned in subsequent 
clauses. Those were the questions which the committee would be called upon to 
determine, and it would be for them to say whether the figures which had 
been inserted were to stand in the bill. As in the case of the Sheppy Bill, the 
limited company came before the committee seeking to be incorporated under 
parliamentary powers which would give them authority for carrying on their 
works, for opening roads, and so on, and which they could not do without. 
As to the shares, he could not say whether or not they had been readily taken 
in Thirsk. People, no doubt, were waiting to see the result of this application 
before they speculated. A certain number of shares had been, however, re- 
served for them, and he believed the company would not have the slightest 
cifficulty in disposing of them after parliamentary powers had been obtained. 
By clause 29 powers were sought to enable the company to borrow, from time 
to time, on mortgage, any sum not exceeding in the whole £2500, being one- 
fourth of the original capital of £10,000, and £1500, the fourth of the additional 
capital of £6000, but no part of such sums was to be borrowed until the whole of 
the capital in respect of which the borrowing power was exercised had been 
subscribed for, issued, and accepted, and one-half of the share capital paid up. 
Clause 43 gave power to purchase certain lands delineated upon the deposited 
plan, and there was power under ¢lause 44 to take additional lands by agree- 
ment. Clause 63 gave the maximum price to be charged as 5s. 5d. per 1000 
cubic feet, and he thought that when the committee came to hear what the 
charge was in some of the neighbouring towns, such as Scarborough, where it 
was 4s. 6d.,and Harrogate, where it was 5s. 10d., they would not consider 





that to be an extravagant rate. The proposed illuminating power was stated 
in clause 80. All the gas supplied by the company was to be of such a quality 
as to produce from an Argand burner having 15 holes and a 7-inch chimney, 
and consuming 5 cubic feet per hour, a light equal in intensity to that pro- 
duced by 14 sperm candles of six in the pound, burning 120 grains per hour, and 
probably that would be considered satisfactory in every way. Having stated 
these few facts, he would revert to a petition which had been lodged against 
the bill by the churchwardens, overseers, inspectors for lighting, watching, and 
so on, and other inhabitants of the parish of Thirsk. The petitioners stated 
that it was proposed by the bill to incorporate the Thirsk Gas Company, 
Limited, and for that purpose to break up the roads and streets in the parish of 
Thirsk and the village or hamlet of Sowerby, and that the company was to 
have a capital of £16,000, which they considered far in excess of any amount 
that might be fairly and properly required for tery | a supply of gas within 
the limits of the bill. If the committee should think the capital excessive, it 
was in their power to reduce it. The figures, as he had stated, were inserted in 
italics, and could be altered at their discretion. The price proposed to be 
charged the petitioners considered to be excessive, looking at the cost of coals, 
the value of land, and other circumstances. This, again, would be a question 
for them to decide. He himself was inclined to think that 5s. 5d. was not an 
unreasonable price, considering the size of the place and the consumption that 
would arise. The petitioners also complained of the quality of the gas which 
it was proposed to give them. If they objected to an illuminating power equal 
to 14 candles in a place like Thirsk, he did not know what they would have. 
And then they asked the committee, if they decided upon passing the bill, to 
give them a supply of gas in the daytime. He did not know what especial 
reasons there were for affording this facility to a small body like the consumers 
of Thirsk, but to give them a supply throughout the day would necessitate the 
keeping up of a high pressure, and that meant, of course, increased leakage and 
loss to the company. If the supply was to be increased in this manner, he 
apprehended the price to the consumer would have to be augmented as well. 

hey next asked for powers to provide their own gas-meters and fittings, and to 
have testingsof the gas when desirable. He believed the company offered no objec- 
tion to people providing their own fittings, should they think fit todoso. And lastly, 
the petitioners said that the preamble could not be proved for divers causes, and 
soon. The petition was signed by a great number of persons, but many of 
them were not consumers at all, though probably their interest arose in some 
other form. The promoters presented the bill believing they were asking for 
nothing but what was reasonable and proper. If, as he had stated, the com- 
mittee should think the capital excessive, all they had to do was to cut it down, 
not forgetting, however, in doing so, that the proportion of parliamentary ex- 
penses bearing upon capital was something incredible. If small companies like 
this had to come to Parliament very often, it would entail an expense upon 
them against which they would be unable to stand. He asked the committee, 
therefore, to give them such an amount of capital as would suffice for a good 
many years to come, and to grant them the other powers which they sought to 
obtain. 


Anthony Owst-Atkinson, Esq., examined by Mr. Toompson. 


Iam a Doctor of Laws of the University of Cambridge, and a solicitor prac- 
tising at Hull. For many years I have taken an interest in the management of 
gas-works. About the year 1860 I became acquainted with the works at 
Thirsk. I know their previous history. They were commenced in 1834 by 
Mr. Malam, on a 99 years lease of some ground from Sir Robert Frankland. The 
works were necessarily small. I think the capacity of the gasholder was about 
6000 cubic feet. In course of time, owing to their not being successfully carried 
on, the property became mortgaged, and was sold to Mr. Frost, and I believe 
the works were further encumbered by his successor. Lady Frankland Russell 
conveyed the reversion in fee with some more land near to the works, and they 
were enlarged. In 1860 they came under my management, and I carried them 
on successfully for upwards of ten years. Last year they were transferred to 
a limited company, under a valuation by Mr. Hawksley. The company then 
gave notice of their intention to apply to Parliament. Circulars were issued, 
and advertisements inserted in the newspapers of the district. The price at one 
time was 7s. 6d. per 1000 under 2000 feet, and 6s. 8d. above that quantity. It 
was then reduced to 5s, 10d., and subsequently to 5s. 5d., and that rate we propose 
to take as the maximum charge under the bill, without reference to the quan- 
tity supplied. The population of Thirsk is between 3000 and 4000, and Sowerby 
about 1000. It is situated from Thirsk about half a mile. No doubt the popu- 
lation has increased more during the last ten than it did in the preceding ten 
years. Railway stations have been opened, and certain manufactorices esta- 
blished, and these have brought people into the district. I have made inquiries 
as to the prices charged in towns as favourably situated as Thirsk is, At Har- 
rogate, where the population is about 6000 inhabitants, the price is 5s, 10d. 

Sir J. DuckwortH: Are you quoting the price actually charged? 

Witness: The price actually charged. At Scarborough, I believe, the price 
at present is 4s.6d. There the population is much larger. At Prescott it is 
5s. 10d., less 5 per cent. if paid within a month, 

Cross-examined by Mr. CLERK: I do not know the price at York; it may be 
4s., or 4s. 6d., or 33. 6d. I cannot say what it is. When I took the works they 
were heavily encumbered. They had been hawked about for some time. They 
had been offered previously for a sum of £1700. Afterwards, in 1856, they 
were sold for £1850, the purchaser taking the obligation to pay off the mort- 
gages; next they were increased, and sold to another purchaser for £1900; and 
subsequently they were conveyed to a gentleman, a relative of mine, who 
managed to encumber them more than ever. Then I recommended that they 
should be enlarged, and consequently a new gasholder was added of a capa- 
city of something like 18,000 cubic feet. In 1860 I took them with their 
encumbrances, amounting to £2100, which has since been paid off. I was 
the sole owner of the works up to November last, subject to the encum- 
brances. Since I came into possession I have erected a new retort-house at an 
expense of £400 or £500. It is now proposed to purchase some additional land 
as a site for a new gasholder. We propose to acquire some 700 or 800 vards 
from the trustees of Lady Frankland. In the circularwhich the company issued 
in November last we did not put the value of the works at £12,000. The 
capital was set down at that amount—1200 shares at £10 each. I cannot say 
that I was surprised at the inhabitants not coming forward to take shares. I 
have no account of the actual amount which has been expended on the works, 
including mains, but I should think it is somewhere between £5000 and £6000. 
The gross rental for 1870 was £1224 11s. 5d., excluding what was paid for 
meters, lamps, &c. I have forgotten to mention that a large scrubber was 
added to the works. The actual net profits were £633 128. 9d. The directors 
at present are—Mr. Anthony Atkinson, my father; Mr. Gatecliff, a gentleman of 
or at Leeds, and a relative of mine; Mr. Turner, Mr. Montgomery, Mr. 

ing, and Mr. Jackman, a gas engineer. There are no gentlemen of Thirsk 
on the board. The district surrounding the town is purely of an agricultural 
character. The mains are carried to the extremity of the urban population, 

Re-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: It is possible that in course of years the 
district may become thickly populated. One or two of the mortgagees took 
considerably less than the amount due. Two of the mortgagees got their full 
amount, and certain persons paid off mortgages and took shares in the com- 
pany. £7430 was paid altogether, besides further moneys subscribed, making 
£8730 towards paying the cost of the purchase and meeting the liability of the 
company. We should have no objection to any gentleman of Thirsk becoming 
a director. Ifthey would take shares, we should be pleased to see them in that 


position. 
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Mr. Alfred Todd, examined by Mr. RICHARDS. _ 

I have been secretary to the Thirsk Gas Company, Limited, since 1862, The 
works require additions in the shape of purifiers, a new gasholder, and pho- 
tometer-rooms and apparatus, and more convenience for the storeage of coal, 
and lateral extensions of the mains near to the works are also required. A 
supply of sg has been maintained during the day throughout the winter 
mouths. e have pressure-indicators, the records of which I can produce. 
They show the amount of pressure which has been kept up in the mains. The 
pressure, generally speaking, has been 6/10ths in the daytime, or about half 
an inch. I bave heard of no complaints of want of pressure in the daytime 
since it was put on in November. There was no application for gas during the 
day previous to that time. It was put on because several of our consumers 
wished to use gas-stoves, No complaint of consequence has been made as to 
the quality of our gas—none certainly within the past twelve months. Certain 
extensions were carried out, a larger main was laid, and since then no com- 
plaints have reached us. Nothing has been said by way of complaint since the 
bill was before Parliament. 

Mr. Ricuarps: I wonder at that. 

Witness: One of our customers who complained lived at Sowerby, and when 
an examination was made it was found that the fault was not ours, but that it 
lay in the smallness of the fittings. We rectified it, and no complaint has been 
made since. We use two kinds of coal—Norwood nuts, or Durham coal, and 
Newcastle cannel. About 8 per cent. of cannel is used. The price we pay for 
the Norwood is 12s, per ton, delivered on the works. The cannel is 16s. 6d. 
delivered, making an average of about 13s. per ton. We purify with lime, pay- 
ing for it about 11s. 6d. per ton. Our coke we sell at 13s. 4d. per 
ton. <A certain portion of our coke we consume in our furnaces. Last 
year the sale of our coke amounted to £46 4s. From a ton of coal we 
get upwards of two-thirds of a ton of coke. We have 268 private consumers 
in Thirsk, and about 52 in Sowerby. Meters we supply at a rental. For a 
2-light meter we charge 1s. a quarter; a 3-light, 1s, 3d.; a 5-light, 1s. 6d. 
a 10-light, 2s.; and a 20-light, 2s. 6d. I consider that to be a moderate scale. 
We have 54 public lamps in Thirsk, and 25 at Sowerby. For 49 of the former 
we are paid £1 11s. 6d., as per agreement, and for the five additional ones 
£1 16s, 6d, Each lamp is supposed to be lighted for 1100 hours. There are 
many nights during which they are not used. We contract to supply 4} feet 
of gas per hour to each lamp for 1100 hours. The gas made in 1865 was 
2,972,650 cubic feet; in 1866, 3,268,400; in 1867, 3,230,920; in 1868, 3,463,340; 
in 1869, 3,831,880; and in i870, 4,263,110 cubic feet. I consider that a con- 
siderable increase, when we look to the stagnation of trade and the slight 
advance in population. The price asked for in the bill is 5s.5d. We have 
only one large consumer, paying about £40 a year. The coal we use is well 
suited for the purposes of genctine At present we have no means of testing 
the illuminating power. é propose by our bill to have a testing apparatus. 
Our make of gas from the mixture of Norwood and cannel coal is about 
8000 feet per ton. There are 228 signatures to the petition. About 90 of those 
persons are non-consumers. Some of the consumers have their own meters, 
and some we supply. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Cierk: I have been collector of gas-rates since 1863. 
I was secretary when Mr. Atkinson took the works. I cannot say how long 
the present purifier has been in existence. Our holders will contain about 
24,000 feet altogether. The largest winter supply is set down for one day at 
23,740 feet, so that the holders are just a little in excess, with regard to capa- 
city, of our supply. We require better sheds for coal; at present we cannot 


store more than from 15 or 20 tons. A new leading main of a larger calibre - 


from the works is also required. The present is a 5-inch main. Last year we 
carbonized about 500 tons of Norwood and 41 of Newcastle cannel coal. The 
quantity of gas sold was 4,054,000 feet. On the Ist of July the price was 
reduced to 5s. 5d. 

By Mr. Ricuarps: The gas made in 1870 was 4,263,110 feet. The amount 
of unaccounted-for gas is remarkably small, and it shows that the pipes 
are in thorough good order. There has been but little leakage, if such is 
the case. We do not keep any register of what we burn on the works. 

Thomas Hawksley, Esq., examined by Mr. Richarps. 

I visited the works at Thirsk, and valued them at £7500, or as near as could 
be. I consider that more land is required. It was not exactly under my advice 
that the limited company came to Parliament. They had an idea of coming 
prior to my inspecting the works. I certainly told them it was a costly thing, 
but that they could no longer remain without proper parliamentary powers. I 
considered the structural value of the concern. That does not enter largely 
into the question of commercial value. It is only with regard to certain things 
—dilapidations, deficiencies, and so on—that commercial value enters into com- 
petition. The basis of commercial value is the fair profits of the undertaking, 
multiplied by a well-understood number of years purchase. Something like 
£6000 might have been expended on the works, but the whole of that had not 
remained, because certain things had been displaced, and others had been 
erected instead. Of course, all those that had been removed were thrown out 
of the reckoning. The structural value, I should say, is something over £5000. 
Thirsk is not a progressive place, There has been no material increase in the 
population of late years, though I have no doubt it has improved in other 
respects, and that it is likely to improve very considerably henceforth. A large 
railway station belonging to the North-Eastern system had been erected, and 
there are other railways about to be made extending the existing lines from 
Thirsk to Sunderland. Besides, there is likely to be an enormous development 
of the iron trade of Cleveland and the district. 1 have no doubt that whenever 
the land near to the railways is thrown open to speculators, large quantities of 
building will be commenced. Railway communication will be opened with the 
North, to Leeds, and to Edinburgh; to Stockton, Middlesborough, and to Sun- 
derland. I consider Thirsk to be favourably situated for doing a considerable 
amount of trade, though it is a very stagnant place at present. If only theland 
was made available, the population would soon increase, especially in the 
vicinity of the railways. A purifier, a photometer, and other things are neces- 
sary, and £1000 could well be expended on the works. It was absolutely 
necessary that money should be laid out in their improvement. Looking to the 
future—to the next 20 or 25 years—I think the capital named in the bill is not 
excessive. There are places in which double the amount of capital has been 
allowed. Usually, in commercial towns, the capital doubles in eight or nine 
years. Accompany of this kind certainly ought not to come to Parliament 
more than once in a quarter of acentury. To come oftener is to throw money 
away upon engineers, barristers, and others. 

Mr, Ricwarps: Pray do not put it in that extremely unpleasant way. 

Witness : Once in a generation is often enough, and especially when such a 
little company as this is concerned. 

Cross-examined by Mr. CLerk: In estimating a work upon a commercial 
basis, the net profits which were being made have to be looked to. Looking to 
the future of the company, I suggested a reduction in the price from ds. 5d. to 
5s., and ascertained what the profits would be at that rate. If a company has 
parliamentary powers, the rule is to estimate it at 20 or 22 years purchase; if 
not, then at 16% years. There are certain mortgages, I think, recited in the 
Deed of Settlement, but I had nothing whatever to do with that. I took the 
net earnings of the past year, and then capitalized them by 16% years purchase, 
as representing the commercial value of the works, and then 1 had to deduct 
the amount which the incoming purchasers would have to pay to put the works 
into condition. A portion of the existing works is defective; £30 would be a 
ridiculous sum to put down as the cost of new coal-stores. ‘The expense of 
building a photometer-room and providing it with apparatus would be about 





£70 or £80. The apparatus would come to half thatsum. A new holder is 
not, perhaps, absolately required, but is proper. I cannot state tise age of the 
resent holder. The average life of gasholders is about 25 years; some last 
onger and others not so long. 

By the CommitTEE: I advised the purchase of more Jand in the vicinity of 
the works, but was told that the quantity could not be obtained. It belonged 
to those who had large estates, and was not often offered for sale. There would 
be Jarge extensions in the immediate neighbourhoods of the railways if land 
could be procured. That must be the case, if accommodation was only pro- 
vided for railway officials and others connected with the trade of the districts. 
The station is becoming one of the most important on the line. In making my 
valuation, I took 5s.as the permanent price. I had nothing to do with the 
maximum price. There is generally some margin allowed for fluctuations in 
the cost of materials, labour, and so on. The price wonld be still less under 
the provisions of the Gas Clauses Act. They are most stringent, and operate 
very powerfully in obtaining reductions of price. I know of no case in which 
those provisions have not acted most powerfully. 

By Sir J. Duckwortu: The price of common coal is about 12s. 7d., and the 
cannel 1és. 6d. I consider 5s. is a fair price for the future though not for the 
present, inasmuch as the consumption is only 4 million feet. When the con- 
sumption reached 6 millions, 5s. would be a fair price. My opinion is that, in 
the course of a few years, the company will be able to sell at ds. 

The CuatrMANn: Looking to the probable increase, do you consider it neces- 
sary to double the present amount of capital—that is, £16,000, including bor- 
rowing powers? 

Witness: As I have said before, I think the amount set down is a very 
reasonable one. In very active, busy towns the capital doubles itself in every 
eight or nine years. In agricultural towns the case is different, It is a ques- 
tion entirely with the committee as to how soon this company ought to be 
brought back to Parliament. If they should think that they ought to come 
again within a short period, then of course they could reduce the capital. 

This was the case for the promoters of the bill. 

Mr. CLerK then addressed the committee against the bill. After comment- 
ing on the manner in which Mr. Richards had opened his case, the learned 
gentleman said there were some circumstances with respect to it which he 
could not at all understand. With regard to gas companies or gas individuals 
coming to Parliament and asking for authority to sell gae, no one could doubt 
it was part of their duty to endeavour to get all the advantages they conld, 
both for themselves and their customers. His learned friend had called Mr. 
Atkinson in proof of his assertions, and that gentleman had said that he and 
others formed themselves into a limited liability company in November last, 
and that they circulated a memorandum of the terms of their association 
amongst the inhabitants of Thirsk, but it was evident there was a great indis- 
position on the part of the people to have anything to do with the affair. The 
men of Thirsk certainly were not less shrewd than the men of Yorkshire, 
generally speaking. Living in the town, they knew of necessity the nature 
of the works, and they were able, with the advice of others, to form an opinion 
as to their real value. It was not likely, therefore, that they would allow 
themselves to be drawn into a sham concern of this kind, in which the capital 
was proposed to be put down at £12,000, with a further extension, by means of 
borrowing powers, to £16,000. Having clear evidence that the real value of 
the concern was not one-half of the sum mentioned, why should they embark 
in it, by taking shares of the number and value proposed, when they knew that 
not more than £5000 had been expended on the works. All would be sufferers, 
no doubt, who chose to engage in such atransaction. It would be necessary to 
keep up the price of gas at an absurd exorbitant rate if such an amount was 
to be the share capital of the company. The evidence of Mr. Hawksley as to 
the mode in which he had ascertained the commercis] value of the company 
was somewhat remarkable. That gentleman told them he had ascertained 
what had been the net profits during the previous year, that then he capitalized 
it by multiplying it by 163 years purchase, with certain deductions, 
which would necessarily fall upon the incoming tenant, and that that 
was what constituted, in his opinion, the commercial value of the com- 
pany. Now, he would ask the committee to consider, with all respect 
to Mr. Hawksley, how unjust, how absolutely absurd, such a mode of calcula- 
tion was. When they were considering what was to be the amount of share 
capital which would be entitled to bear a 10 per cent. dividend, they must re- 
member that until that amount was paid there could be no reduction in the price 
of gas, and that consequently the consumers would be benefited or injured ac- 
cording to the amount of capital which they might decide ought to be inserted 
in the bill. According to the evidence of Mr. Atkinson, a sum of something 
like £5000 only had been expended upon the works, that in 1854 they were sold 
for £1800, that a little later they fetched £1900, the purchaser taking upon 
himself to pay off certain liabilities, and that Mr. Atkinson himself had paid off 
£2100 of the mortgage debt, with the expenditure of £500 on a new retort- 
house, but yet the public were asked to subscribe a capital of £12,000, with 
powers of borrowing to a considerable extent. Whatever the sum was that Mr. 
Atkinson gave for the works, or had expended upon them, it was clear the net 
profits had been something like £633 per annum, or a return equal to 12 per 
cent. from the sale of the gas. Taking it upon the amount which he had ac- 
tually paid, it would be something like 20 per cent., and yet that was the 
amount of net profit which Mr. Hawksley had capitalized in order that he might 
arrive at what he called the commercial value of the works, When gas-works 
of the kind received parliamentary powers it was proper to ascertain the value 
of the concern on the whole, to see how much capital had been laid out upon it 
and if it had been originally share capital, how much of that had been required to 
construct the work, retorts, purifiers, &c., and the cost of laying the mains to 
the furthest point of extension. That was the real and only test of what had been 
the outlay in share capital in a concern of the kind. It was absurd to talk of 
profits which a man had derived when he had not to encounter any opposition 
in the sale of his gas, and to capitalize it by 16% years purchase. Mr. 
Richards, when he opened his case, must have felt how extremely absurd 
the terms of this bill were. He knew there was a doubt about his case when he 
es of the amount of capital to be raised, because he called the attention ol 
the committee to certain words, which he said were printed in italics, but 
which it would be the province of the committee to aiter according as they 
might think proper. He pointed out, in fact, that the capital, as also the 
amount of borrowing powers which it was proposed the company should have, 
was left in italics. The whole thing was absurd, because he must have known 
from Mr. Atkinson that the cost price of the works was not more than £0000, 
whilst it was proposed to put the capital at £12,000. If that enormous capital 
was to be a share capital, with limited consumption there was but small pro- 
spect of a reduction in the price, and it was apparent that a rate of ds. dd. 
would have to remain for years. It would be impossible that the company 
could go beyond a 10 per cent. dividend with such an extortionate capital. 
great deal, of course, had been said about the necessity of adding new works at 
Thirsk, but there was not a single bit of reliable evidence upon that subject. 
Mr. Todd said that be knew a purifier would be required, but he did not know 
why. The works, no doubt, were in excellent order. The small amount of 
leakage was something remarkable, because it was stated to be only 5 per 
cent. upon the whole of the gas manufactured, whilst in many places it was 
as high as 15 or 20 percent. That did great credit, certainly, to the learned 
doctor of laws from the University of Cambridge. Mr. Hawksley appeared to 
hold very sanguine views as to the progress of the town. He had spoken of its 
railway stations and the great building operations which would soon be going 
on there; whilst the fact undoubtedly was that the place was in a stagnant 
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state, and that there were but small ee of any increase in the consumption 
of gas for a long time tocome. The bill might after all, if allowed to pass, be 
the means of recouping some of the mortgagees, or reimbursing those who 
might have charges upon Mr. Atkinson’s premises. It seemed to him that a 
sham value had been placed on the works, in order that the claims of certain 
mortgagees might be discharged. He should call witnesses to show the slow 
growth of the town—to prove that there was not likely to be any increase in 
the consumption for a long time to come, that the works were not of a higher 
value than £5000, and that the capital required ought not to be more than 
£6000. 


WepveEspAy, Marca 15. 
Mr. John Richardson, examined by Mr. CLERK. 

I am a solicitor residing at Sowerby, in the district now supplied by the gas- 
works. No buildings have been erected except within the line of the mains 
laid down. There isa station at Thirsk, on the Leeds and Thirsk line; but it 
is not used except for agricultural and mineral traffic. No building has been 
going on in the vicinity of this station. The proprietor of the land has offered 
to sell a portion in building plots, but no purchasers have been found. The 
other station is a mile and a half from Thirsk, and is not supplied with gas 
from the works, The railway company make their own. The distance of the 
station from the town has had the effect of taking away the stream of traffic; 
in fact, it had cut off the town entirely. With regard to the price at which the 
company propose to supply their gas, I may say that inquiries have been made 
as to ab is charged at places of a similar population, and I find that at 
Driffield it is 4s. 2d., although it is 30 miles farther from the coal-field. 

By the Committge: I cannot say whether the company there are under par- 
liamentary powers or not. 

y Mr. Ccerk: I have ascertained the price at York. At present it is 3s., 
with a likelihood of a further reduction. I have been very anxious to discover 
how the value of the works has been increased to the extent named by the 
company, and why they should ask for a capital of £12,000. All that had been 
laid out by Mr. Atkinson appeared to be only £2100. I asked that gentlemen 
how the increase had been effected, but I failed to obtain the information I 
sought. There was a meeting in January, and then I asked him how it was, 
but he made me no answer. 

Mr. Ricuarps: My learned friend entirely drops the encumbrances. 

Mr. CLerK: There were no encumbrances attached to the purchaser. Mr. 
Atkinson said that he did not pay 6d. in cash, but that he took the liability of 
£9100, of which be had discharged £2100. That was the whole amount he 
had disbursed, except the £500, which he expended in the improvement of the 
works. He said that the whole of the £9000 was paid by those who took the 
property as it stood. The £2100 he took in shares, and the property was freed 
in every respect. The total commercial value of the works, as estimated by 
Mr. Hawksley in the autumn, was £7500. Mr. Atkinson said that he took the 
works with their liabilities, and that between £5000 and £6000 must have been 
expended upon them. . 

Seeniaaliee continued: It is quite new that this was a scheme concocted 
for the purpose of paying off encumbrances. 

Mr. Ricwarps objected to this, as not being the fact. 

Witness : I think the amount laid out upon the works was about £5000. I 
was not a little astonished when I saw the capital of the new company was put 
down at so large an amount as £12,000. None of the gentlemen of Thirsk 
wished to take shares. It was new to me until recently that the mortgagees 
have taken shares in the company. There is a disposition in Thirsk against 
the company being formed in that manner, with the enormous capital, it being 
double the amount of what has been expended on the works. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: It is from what I heard in the committee- 
room yesterday that I believe £5000 has been expended on the works. When 
the company was proposed, I was struck with the large amount of capital they 
intended to ask for. The works at Northallerton, which are said to be quite as 
good as these, cost only £5500. I think the increased consumption arises from 
the fact that many parties, who refused to take the gas at one time, have 
altered their minds and become consumers. There has been uo material 
increase in the population of the district. 

Mr. Ricarps: You segm to care more about the consumption of gas than 
the propagation of babies. (Laughter.) It appears, then, that the population 
does not increase, but that the consumption does, 

Witness: People who take the gas now cid not take it then. I cannot say 
whether the price at Driffield—4s. 2d.—involves any discount. At Richmond the 
price is 5s., and there the worksare in the hands of the corporation. 

Mr. Ricuarps: Who, I suppose, make no profits? 

Witness : Well, they make their profit out of their consumers, and spend it 
on them again. It was on the 21st of January that I asked Dr. Atkinson some 
questions as tothe capital. Iwas not then about to act as solicitor to the peti- 
tioners. ‘There was but little building on the line of mains. The mains run 
quite into the open country. I cannot say whether a 5-inch main will give a 
sufficient supply at the end of five years, supposing the consumption to go on 
increasing in the same ratio that it has. I am not a gas engineer, and therefore 
can give no information on the subject. I was present at a meeting at Thirsk, 
when Dr. Atkinson made some statement as to the position of the mortgagees. 
They were understood to be connected with the works at Whitby. 

Mr. CLerk: They are exactly the same people. 

Mr. Ricnarps: I think you will find thatit is nothing of the sort. When we 
go to the Whitby Bill we will deal with it asit stands. Let us keep to the com- 
pany at Thirsk. : ' 

Sir J. Duckworta: Mr. Atkinson, I think, told us that be was interested in 
another concern. 

Mr. Ricuarps: I do not dispute the assertion that he is connected with the 
Whitby works, but there is not the slightest connexion between the two, as far 
as these encumbrances go. He said that his interest in the Thirsk works was 
to the amount of £2100. It is immaterial to the Thirsk people what it is, so long 
as a fair amount of capital is fixed. Now, supposing that one of the mortgagees, 
instead of being actually paid in cash, receives what is due to him in the form 
of shares, would that make any difference to the people of Thirsk ? 

Witness: I should say not. I do not remember whether Dr. Atkinson stated 
at the meeting that one of the mortgagees had accepted a smaller sum than he 
was entitled to under his mortgage. That, again, would not be material to the 
people of Thirsk. The only matters they look to are those with respect to 
capital, price, quality, and so on. y . 

Re-examined by Mr. CLerk: There is a probability, I think, of the consump- 
tion slightly increasing at Thirsk, A few more people may be induced to be- 
come customers. The Whitby business was incidentally referred‘to at the 
meeting. Mr. Atkinson was known to be the owner of the Whitby works. 

Mr. W. A. Bourne, examined by Mr. CLerK. 

I am an architect and surveyor, living at Thirsk. I have carefully surveyed 
and measured the mains and pipes of the gascompany. The total length of 
rain and public service-pipes throughout Thirsk is 3 miles 945 yards. There 
are 258 yards of 5-inch main, 1482 of 4-inch, 1047 of 83-inch, and the remainder 
is composed of 24-inch, and smaller pipes, The mains and pipes extend com- 

letely over the town and into the rural district. Thereare 1814 yards of what 

call service-pipes. They are laid at the outskirts mostly, in order to supply 
the public lamps. I do not think there is much prospect of trade being ex- 
tended at Thirsk. Very few houses have been erected there during the last few 
years. The mains or cibl go are extended at one part as far as 300 yards, 
in order that the residence of Mr. Smith may be accommodated with gas. 





do not expect, as stated by Mr. Hawksley, there will be a good deal of building 
near to the railway station. Land has been offered for sale, but no purchaser 
has been found for it. The introduction of the railway I think will tend rather 
to damage than to benefit us. Thirsk depends a great deal on the excellence of 
its markets—a great portion of the produce coming from the hill sides, When 
the railway is completed most of it will be conveyed to a larger market at 
Pickering. There are no extensive manufactories at Thirsk. A saw-mill was 
erected, but the original proprietor did not carry it on successfully. A new 
coal-shed might be erected at a cost of £30 or £40, but I cannot say whether 
one is absolutely required. I am unable to state how far Thirsk is from the 
coal-fields, There are coal depdts about a mile from the works. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ricnarps: If my living depended upon the amount 
of business I obtained at Thirsk, I should be badly off. My profession carries 
me elsewhere. I am not aware that a goods station has been erected near to 
the town. The saw-mill property is now occupied by another tenant. A 
portion of it is used asa timber yard. There may be something like double 
the length of 5-inch mains. I may have been mistaken as to the places 
where lesser pipes were joined. I had the ground opened here and there. I 
think I ordered four holes to be dug on the 5-inch course, I found the 
commencement at the gates of the gas-works. I do not think there are so 
many as 550 yards of 5-inch mains. There is a possibility that I did not trace 
them all. I cannot say that I found both ends of the 4-inch mains. There are 
no 2-inch mains. 

Mr. A. Carlyle Bamlett, examined by Mr. CLERK. 

Tam an agricultural implement maker, and occupy the saw-mill premises 
alluded to. I manufacture my own gas, using the coal known as Norwood 
nuts. It is screened, and costs me 12s. per ton delivered at the works. The 
coal used by the gas company is unscreened. The cost of my gas in coal and 
labour is about 2s. per 1000 feet; that is without charging interest on the build- 
ings. The population of Thirsk is very stationary. I have valued the gas- 
works at £1500. 

Cross-examined by Mr. RicHarps: I am not a gas engineer. I cannot say 
whether I should like you, as a lawyer, to value my timber yard. [ have lived in 
Thirsk about seven years, and do a pretty thriving business, I think. When L 
say that my coal is screened, I mean that the dust and dross are taken out of it. 
I think that is equivalent to Is. per ton. I complained some years ago of the 
gas supplied to me by the company, and then I was told that it was the fault of 
my internal fittings. I still consume the company's gas in my saw-mill. I 
did not so much complain of the quality as the want of pressure. 

Re-examined by Mr. CLERK: I shall not continue as a customer of the com- 
pany much longer, because I can produce gas much cheaper myself. 

G. W. Stevenson, Esq., examined by Mr. CLERK. 

I am a gas engineer, and have had considerable experience in the con- 
struction, leasing, and valuing of gas-works, both large and small, I had a 
knowledge of Thirsk before the inquiry was commenced, though I knew but 
little as to what was being done with regard to the manufacture of gas. My 
attention was drawn in the autumn of last year to the proposal to start a com- 
pany with a capital of £12,000, to purchase the gas-works, and I may say that 

was startled at the amount. I was requested to look into the matter, with a 
view of ascertaining the real value of the works, and I made a calculation 
accordingly. That calculation has been almost entirely confirmed by what 
was stated here as to the amount which has been expended upon them. It is 
usual to state in the preamble of a bill the amount of capital that has been 
expended in works, but there is no such recital here. It merely states that 
£10,000 has been, or soon will be, paid up, but the bill is altogether silent as to 
the amount of capital actually expended on the works. As far as I could 
examine them, I put down for their structural value, including working capi- 
tal, £5200. 

Mr. CLERK: I now ask you as a gas engineer, looking at the quantity of 
coals carbonized, the gas sold, and the population, to tell us at what cost works 
could be erected there, with a capacity sufficient to give a requisite supply of 
gas, with the possibility, of course, of the supply being extended. 

Witness : I should think that any gas contractor would put down works, 
sufficient for the present supply of the town, for £4500. -Certainly, it would 
not exceed that sum. 

The Commirree: Including buildings? 

Witness : Including everything—buildings, apparatus, and the like, but not 
working capital. 

The CommirreeE: What working capital would be required? 

Witness: I would take one-third of the annual expenditure—the expenditure 
during four months—and I should say that in this case £250 would be ample. 
That would make a total of £4750. It has been proved that the total annual 
expense is under £600. A company coming to Parliament would be obliged to 
raise a little more capital, in order to meet the expense. I think that small 
companies like this ought not to be obliged to enter Parliament very often. 
think the capital should be £4800, bearing a dividend of 10 per cent., with a 
power to create in the future an additional amount up to £10,000, securing a 
dividend of 7 percent. I think that would amply meet the requirements of 
the case. I think the figures given by Mr. Atkinson yesterday very much work 
out this result. He told us that his predecessor gave £1909 for the works ; 
that he himself had met £2100 of mortgage obligations, and that he had 
expended £500 on the improvement of the concern. That would make a 
capital of exactly £4509. His net profits have been £633 per annum, equal to 
15 per cent. Mr. Hawksley made certain deductions, when estimating the 
commercial value, thus reducing the amount to £440. He took, therefore, 
£440 as the annual profit, but how he arrived exactly at that amount lam 
unable to say. 

Mr. CLrerk: You have had, I believe, a good deal of experience with regard 
to companies of this kind, companies which have been established by strangers 
to a place, and then converted into parliamentary companies. Now, is it not very 
generally the case, where new capital is required, the shares are put up for 
sale by auction, so that the consumers in a place may, if they think fit, have 
an opportunity of purchasing them? 

Witness: There have been many instances, from 1853 to the present time, 
in which auction clauses have been inserted. 

Mr. Cterk: It must be remembered that those kinds of clauses have always 
been inserted by agreement. 

Witness: That is not so. In one or more cases last year they were inserted 
adversely to the gas companies. The effect of it is to give the consumer an 
interest in the manufacture of gas as an article of necessity. It has also this 
important effect—that it prevents the undue issue of capital. 

Mr. Cuerk: Looking at this company, which was formed of gentlemen who 
are strangers in Thirsk, do you think it right that the consumers should have 
the opportunity of purchasing by auction any shares that may be issued for 
the purpose of extending capital? 

Witness : 1 think it is desirable that people should have an opportunity of 
becoming interested in the concern. I think so in Mr. Atkinson’s own interest- 
If a considerable t of the capital was held in the place, there would 
always be somebody on the spot to help him. There are to be five directors, I 
believe, with power to reduce them to three. . 

Mr. CrerK: Yes, that is so; and it may be that those three should consist of 
Mr. — ggpaae his father, and his brother, so that we should be in their hands 
entirely. 

Witness : I know a case in which the number of directors was reduced to 
three—a gentleman, his partuer, and an intimate friend. Supposing they had 
the power of issuing fresh capital, they could distribute it amongst themselves, 
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and the more they could issue the better it would be for them. At all events, 
so far as the consumers were concerned, it would have the effect of preventing 
the dividend reaching that point which would secure a reduction in the price. 
I think that Mr. Bamlett has to pay more than Is. per ton extra for screened 
coal. Unscreened is quite as good as screened coal for gas purposes, though it 
does not burn off so quickly. : 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: My experience has not been a good deal 
exercised in attacking gas companies. have appeared as a witness against 
existing companies, but I have been concerned more for than against them. — 

Mr. Ricnarps: At any rate, you have appeared for consumers companies. 
The companies for whom you have appeared have been consumers companies 
started in opposition to existing companies. ; ‘ 

Witness: No. I am aware that Mr. Hawksley’s valuation was estimated on 
the structural value of these works. He spoke roundly, He said that he had 
not made a detailed structural value, but that he estimated their value at about 
£5000. I have made a detailed structural value as far as I could. 

Mr. Ricnarps: Did they let you into the works, then? 

Witness : Not exactly. I got ladder, and peeped over the wall. 

Mr. Ricwarps: Oh, that was it. I remember your getting on a bank some- 
where in South Wales, when you wanted to inspect some works. , 

Witness: Oh, no; I had no occasion to do that. Detailed information was 
given to me as to the retorts and other things that I could not see. In this 
instance the information as to the retorts, and so on, is from hearsay. I can 
give you information as to every part of the works. People who know them 
have told me what is inside. My structural value is somewhat in excess of 
Mr. Hawksley’s. Mine is £5300, but it includes engineer’s commission and 
working capital, £250. : F 
+ Mr. Rickarps: Your answer was, I think, that looking at the quantity of 
gas made, a contractor would put down works equal to the present supply at a 
cost not exceeding £4500. , ; 

Witness: What I have spoken to is my structural valuation from such in- 
formation as I could get. The amount is £5324, which includes engineer's 
commission and working capital, whereas Mr. Hawksley has put it down at 
upwards of £5000 without including either. 1 q 

Mr. Ricnarps: Will you give us some reason why you think auction clauses 
desirable. 

Witness : There are bills which have auction clauses inserted in them, Some 
of those clauses may have been introduced by the late Mr. Hughes. I think in 
one case in which I was personally concerned they were refused, I do not 
remember their being pressed in the London bills; at all events, they were not 
introduced into the Metropolis Gas Act. Though the consumption of gas might 
be considerable in five years, capital should not be increased in proportion. I 
agree with Mr. Hawksley that in active towns the capital doubles itself.in eight 
or nine years, Seven per cent. is a usual rate of interest. I think a company 
with so small a capital as this ought not to come to Parliament for 20 years. 
Double.the amount of capital should last them for that time; at all events, I 
should not advise them to ask for more, 

Re-examined by Mr. Cuerk: I have taken coal at less that 12s., but I based 
my calculations upon the evidence given yesterday. The question of screening 
does not enter into them at all. 

Sir J. DuckwortH: What did you take tho price of coal at? y 

Witness : Well, I took the receipts and the gross expenditure, and arrived at 
the net profit of £633. I have not gone into details as to price of coal. 

Mr. J. T. B. Porter, examined by Mr. CLERK. : 

I am a gas engineer at Lincoln, and for many years have been engaged in 
the construction of gas-works. My business in England has been confined 
principally to the erection of works in small towns. like Thirsk. I have con- 
sidered the requirements of that town. I could construct works that would 
give a sufficient supply for £4000 or £5000. That would include the mains, 
services, laying the mains, and putting the works in such a position that an 
incoming tenant, with sufficient capital, could carry them on. I should say 
that a capital of £6000 would be ample for this company, and would cover 
everything, as well as be sufficient to meet the requirements for some years to 
come, 

Sir W. P. Gallwey, Bart., M.P., examined by Mr. Clerk. 

I represent the borough of Thirsk, and have considerable interest in the town 
and neighbourhood. It isan agricultural borough, depending almost entirely 
on the population outside. The market trade is increasing largely, but other 
trades remain about the same they have been for some years. My attention 
has been called to the formation of this company, with a capital of £12,000, 
with power to increase that amount to £16,000 by borrowing. Looking to the 
interests of the consumers, as also to that of the owners of property, I think 
for them to pay upon such a capital as that would be most ruinous to the 
place, and would, as a natural consequence, lead to litigation in gas. I wasa 
member of Sir J. Trollope’s committee, appointed some years ago to inquire 
into the gas-works of the metropolis. My attention has been drawn to the 
importance of imposing a limitation of capital. A large capital must remain a 
standing charge upon consumers. My wish is that the committee may give 
the company a fair and liberal amount, reckoning, of course, for an increase in 
the supply. I think that the consumers should have some interest in the com- 
pany, aod that the shares should be offered for sale by auction. 

Sir J. Ducxworru: The power taken in the bill is £16,000. 

Mr. CLERK: They state that £10,000 has been, or soon will be paid-up. Upon 
that there will be a dividend of 10 per cent., whilst the remainder will pay at 
the rate of 7 per cent. , sh 

This being the whole of the evidence for the petitioners, 7 oe" 

Mr. Ricwarps, in reply, said that his learned friend had twitted him with 
having a sort of distrust with regard to the character of the bill; but he cer- 
tainly was not aware of having said anything that could lead his friend to draw 
such a conclusion, If the committee should think that the capital ought to be 
reduced, the promoters would not object. The bill stated that £12,000 was pro- 
posed as the capital of the company, and then it sought for power to raise it to 
the extent of £16,000. The promoters asked that the old capital should be 
treated as £10,000, and that they should have power to raise £6000 in 
addition. 

Sir J. DuckwortH: £16,000 is to be the capital both for the present and the 
= Races £10,000 is the original capital; £2000 is asked for now, with 
power to raise £4000 more in the future, making £16,000 altogether. Pro- 
ceeding with his reply, the learned gentleman said that he could not have felt 
any distrust with regard to his bill, because he stated at the opening that the 
figures were submitted to the committee, who might alter them as they choose. 
A good deal had been said—rather too much, under the circumstances—as to 
the manner in which Mr. Atkinson came into possession of those works. That 
gentleman admitted that he paid nothing, but he said that he took upon 
himself encumbrances to the amount of £9100. The encumbrancer was a 
relative, and the committee would very well understand that when a man 
mortgaged his property very heavily, he would desire to get rid of it in 
the best and most speedy manner possible. He would admit there was about 
Mr. Atkinson a certain reticence with regard to the matter; but he (Mr. 
Richards) did not feel himself at liberty to lay those things more at length 
before the committee, because he knew, and could appreciate the extreme desire 
which that gentleman had to keep from the public gaze any unnecessary 
exposure of his relative’s affairs. At all events, he thought there was sufficient 
on the works to enable the committee to see clearly how the matter stood. Well, 
the works were passed over to Mr. Atkinson, with encumbrances to the extent 





of £9100, and now, as that gentleman had said, those encumbrances had been 
= off, and the property was free from everything. He had said that he 

imself had paid off £2100—that he had taken shares to the amount, and that 
the rest had been made up by his friends. It was immaterial what each gen- 
tleman had ae or whether a mortgagee had taken less than his claim They 
knew that the property was perfectly clear and unencumbered, and that was ail 
they need to state. It was immaterial to the people of Thirsk how 
these encumbrances had been paid off—it was sufficient for them to 
know that the property was free. The question was how much 
money had been actually expended. Mr. Hawksley had valued the works 
at £7460, upon a commercial, it might be, and not upon a structura) 
basis, and that amount had been or would have to be met, and, besides, Mr. 
Atkinson, as he had told them, had himself expended large sums on the under- 
taking. That gentleman was extremely anxious that everything should be 
clearly understood, and he (Mr. Richards) protested against his learned friend 
alleging that £2100 was all that had been paid. The assertion, too, that Mr. 
Atkinson had been-making 20 per cent. out of the works, was quite a fallacy. 
Then, as to the valuation, they had heard Mr. Hawksley—than whom a more 
competent engineer did not exist; and they had found that Mr. Stevenson, 
another engineer, differed with him to some small extent. Mr. Hawksley 
had, he believed, estimated the value of the plant at upwards of £5000; Mr. 
Atkinson had told them it was somewhere between £5000 and £6000; and Mr. 
Stevenson had put it down at £5324, including working capital and the engi- 
neer’s commission. 

Sir J. Duckworrs: It would come to £150 less than the £5000. 

Mr. Ricuarps: Mr. Hawksley’s estimate did not include the working capital. 

Sir J. Duckworru: Mr. Stevenson makes it £5300, and deducts two sumsof 
£200 and £250; therefore his estimate comes to within £150 of what Mr. 
Hawksley says that it is. 

Mr. Ricuarps: If Mr. Hawksley had included those two things, his estimate 
would have been nearer £6000. 

Sir J. Duckworru: It is a matter of small importance, and is not worth 
while arguing now. 

Mr. Ricnarps: No doubt the figures would be small were this a London and 
North-Western inquiry, in which thousands of pounds would be disregarded; 
but here we are struggling with hundreds. However, Mr. Hawksley had put it 
at a little over £5000, so that the difference between them was not very great. 
He would ask the committee, therefore, to take Mr. Hawksley’s estimate, as 
likely to be the fair and probable value of theconcern. Mr. Hawksley appeared 
to have gone to Thirsk in a singularly impartial manner, with a view of ascer- 
taining the correct value of the works both commercially and structurally, in 
order that they might be sold upon a proper basis, Against Mr. Stevenson he 
had not a word to say, because nothing could be fairer than the manner in 
which he had given his evidence, but he went on behalf of the people of Thirsk, 
no doubt with the intention of paring things down—it might be, as far as was 
consistent with fairness; but he (Mr. Richards) was inclined to think there 
would be a natural tendency on his part to estimate their value at as low a 
figure as possible, he being retained by a fee,ard having a certain bias in 
favour of those who employed hira. When the committee considered how 
small the difference was between the two engineers; when they looked at the 
impartial manner in which Mr. Hawksley—a gentleman of far greater expe- 
rience than Mr. Stevenson—had made his calculations, and took all the other 
circumstances into their consideration, he thought it was not too much to ask 
them to say that £6000 was a reasonable sum to put down as the structural value 
of these works. Next, with regard to capital. They said that double the capital 
they started with was certainly the very least that ought to be allowed, because 
if a company of this sort had to come to Parliament frequently, it would be 
absolutely ruinous to them. Once ina generation was quite often enough, and 
he asked the committee, therefore, to grant them capital to the extent of £16,000, 
which he did not consider at all too much under the circumstances. A good 
deal had been said about the stagnation of the place. They had been told that 
the population of Thirsk was not an increasing one. It was not so much an 
increase in the population they were looking to as an increase in the consump- 
tion of gas. It had been prodigiously large of late years, and they had every 
reason to expect that the increase would continue. This was another reason 
why an ample capital should be allowed them. The same would apply to ex- 
tensions, as a large sum no doubt would be required for the purpose of laying 
down larger mains, in order to. give the necessary supply. Mr. Hawksley had 
told them that an alteration in mains was necessary, and that £1000 ought to 
be expended on the works at once. Under all the circumstances, he asked the 
committee to deal with them with a generous hand, and give them what they 
so earnestly asked for. The capital was not excessive—the price proposed was 
reasonable—whilst the quality of the gas would be such as no one would com- 
plain. He asked them, therefore, to deal with them liberally and consistently, 
and to say that the preamble had been proved. 

Mr. CLERK asked that a clause might be inserted giving power for shares to 
be sold by auction. 

Mr. Ricnarps said it was Mr. Atkinson’s desire criginally that the Thirsk 
people should have an interest in the company; and therefore, if the ccmmittee 
thought it desirable, he would not oppose the introduction of auction clauses 
in the bill. For his own part, he looked upon those clauses as simply detestable; 
but this must be considered a case settled by agreement. 

The room was then cleared, and on the readmission of the parties, 

The CuatrMAN said: The decision the committee have come to is, that the 
original capital should be fixed at £6000 and the additional capital at the same, 
and that the new capital should be offered by public auction to the highest 
bidder. The price of gas is not to exceed 5s. 

Mr. Ricwarps: I Ss aeer there will be the usual borrowing powers? 

The CHAIRMAN: Yes; one-fourth. 

The preamble was declared to be proved. 

The clauses were then proceeded with, and settled, with some verbal altcra- 
tions, up to clause 59. 

On clause 60, which enacts that “the company shall, at the request in 
writing of any owner or occupier of any premises within 25 yards of which 
any main gas-pipes of the company shall then be laid, furnish to him a sufficient 
supply of gas for such premises,” 

r. CLERK proposed to add a proviso that an inch pressure should be kept 
on the mains during the whole of the day and night time. It was a point 
raised in the petition that there should be constantly a sufficient pressure, and 
this was a provision constantly proposed. 

Mr. Ricwarps: And as constantly rejected. We do now give more than 
half an inch pressure, and an inch pressure is all that is given in London. 

The CHairman said the committee thought there should be a sufficient 
supply both day and night. 

Mr. Crerx said he did not know that the words he had proposed were re- 
quired, and would not press them. In the after part of the clause it was 
enacted that the company were not bound to give a supply of gas unless the 
owner or occupier of premises entered into a written contract to take gas for 
a period of at least two years, and to pay an amount not less than 20 per cent. 

r annum upon the outlay. This would practically exclude smal! consumers. 

e submitted to the committee that this proviso should be struck out altogether. 

Mr. Ricuarps said the object of it was to protect the company from being 
called on to make a considerable outlay without any chance of remuneration, 
as would be the case with a flitting tenant. In a large town the outlay would 
not be important, as in all probability the new occupant of the premises would 
reauire gas, and the expense would therefore not be lost. It was unreasonable 




















March 28, 1871.] 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 


235 





to require the company to lay 50 or 60 feet of service-pipe at the request of a 
man who might bolt the next day. : 

Sir J. Docxworts said the probability was that the man requiring a ser- 
viee-pipe to be laid would himself have expended a considerable sum upon the 
fittings in his premises. 

Mr. Ricutarps said there was no obligation on him to put in any fittings. 
Out of sheer wilfalness, and without any intention to take gas at all, he might 
demand that the company should lay down a service-pipe. 

Mr. Cierk remarked that under this clause a tenant from year to year 
would be precluded altogether from obtaining a supply of gas. 

Sir C. AppERLEY asked whether there was any provision of this kind in the 
Gas-Works Clanses Act. 

Mr. Ricuarps said there was not; but in the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, 
there was a provision that the company should lay a service-pipe to a 
certain distance from their main. 

Mr. Crerk said his only object was to prevent the clause acting as a pro- 
hibition to small consumers, and if his learned friend would alter the two years 
into one, and the 20 per cent. into 10, he would be content. 

Mr. Ricnarps consented, and the clause as altered was agreed to. 

On clause 80, defining the illuminating power of the gas, 

Mr. Cuierk asked for a proviso defining the quality also. 

Mr. Ricwarps said he had no objection, if his friend would add, “ unless pre- 
vented by unavoidable cause or accident, or during necessary repairs.” 

Sir J. Duckworts said he thought the provision was reasonable, the only 
question in his mind was as to whether it was common in gas Acts. ; 

Mr. Ricuarps: Yes; in the most recent Acts. It was in the Chartered 
Act of 1868, and the Imperial Act of 1869, also in the Cardiff Act of last year. 
It would be for the justices, upon complaint made, to judge of the goodness of 
the plea. 

Mr. Cierk thought that, taken in connexion with the 84th clause, it would 
be sufficient. 

On clause 83, which provides for the appointment of a competent person by 
the justices to test the gas of the company, 

r. CLERK proposed to substitute for the words “the person so appointed 
may at any reasonable hour in the day, on producing the said order, enter on 
the premises of the company,” &c., the words “ at any time between the hours 
of nine a.m. and nine p.m.,” &c. 

Mr. Ricuarps objected, and said that in “a stagnant place” like Thirsk the 
people onght to be, and most likely were, in bed before nine p.m. 

The CuarrMAN thought that if any hours were prescribed they should be 
from six a.m. to six p.m. 

Mr. Rrcwarps said he had no objection to six a.m., as that would be promotive 
of early rising. 

The original clause was agreed to, and the proviso with regard to the purity 
as well as illuminating power of the gas was added. F 

In clause 84, words were introduced exempting the company from penalties 
for default arising out of accident, &c. ; 

The ——- clauses were agreed to, and a clause providing for the sale of 
the new shares by auction was introduced. 

Mr, CLERK proposed to insert a clause providing that a proper account 
should be‘deposited yearly by the company, showing the receipts and expenditure 
and the profit annually made by the company, and also giving a form 
of such account. He said it was of the utmost importance that such a 
clause should be introduced, otherwise the consumers could have no knowledge 
whether the company were making such a profit as would justify a demand for 
the reduction of the price of gas. The Gas-Works Clauses Act required that a 
general statement of accounts should be deposited annually with the clerk of 
the peace, but it was perfectly well known that the accounts so deposited 
afforded no information whatever. They consisted of only three lines—viz., 
the total amount of receipts, total amount of expenditure, and the net receipts, 
In the metropolis, it had been found that the accounts thus rendered were 
valueless, and under the Metropolis Gas Act a new form of account, prepared, 
he believed, by Mr. Parkes, was now prescribed. In provincial Acts passed since 
that time, although the form of account required was less minute in character, 
it was suflicent to give the consumers every information to enable them to judge 
of the exact position of the company. He proposed in the second schedule to the 
Act to insert such a form of account as was thought desirable, and to impose a 
penalty of £5 upon the company for neglecting to deposit the same within a given 
period with the clerk of the peace, in addition to which the company would be 
required to keep a copy of such account at their office, for inspection by any 
consumer on payment of a fee of 1s., and to furnish a copy to any one requiring 
the same for a like fee. It would be no hardship upon the company to do this, 
and precedents were to be found in support of the provision, in the Waltham 
Abbey Gas Act of last session a similar clause and schedule were inserted, and 
he thought that the promoters could have no possible objection to introduce 
them in the present bill. 

Mr. Ricwarps said he had the greatest possible objection to any attempt to 
set aside general legislation by the introduction of special clauses of this nature, 
He admitted that a more specific form of account than that required by the 
Gas-Works Clauses Act was inserted, not in the Metropolis Gas Act, but in the 
Chartered and Imperial Gas Acts of 1868 and 1869 ; but that was no reason why, 
in the case of a small company like this, there should be any departure from the 
general policy hitherto adopted. The committee were not in the possession of 
the reasons whici were held sufficient to justify that course in thecase of Waltham 
Abbey, and if now they acquiesced in the proposition it would be quoted asa 
precedent in every future session. 

Mr. CLERK, in reply, said he would undertake to show that half the gas bills 
affecting small companies passed during the last ten years contained such 
a provision, because it was found that the clause in the General Act did not 
suffice to disclose the profits of the companies. 

Mr. SHRUBSOLE said there were not two bills out of adozen in which it was 
inserted. 

The CHarrMan said the committee were unanimously of opinion that it was 
not necessary to insert such a provision. 

aie bill then passed, and the chairman was directed to report the same to 
the House. 


WHITBY GAS BILL. 
Wepnespay, Marcu 15. 

Mr. Ricuarps, Q.C., and Mr. Taompson appeared for the promoters; and 
Mr, Crier, Q.C., for tae Whitby Improvement Commissioners, in opposition to 
the bill. A petition by the trustees of the pier and harbour of Whitby had been 
lodged against the bill, but no counsel appeared in support of the same, 

Mr. Ricuarps said this bill in many of its features bore a strong resemblance 
to the one which the committee had just disposed of. The preamble stated that 
Whitby and a portion of the parish of Ruswarp, both in the North Riding of 
Yorkshire, had been for some years lighted with gas by means of gas-works 
erected in the parish of Ruswarp, and that such works were now vested in the Whitby 
GasCompany, Limited, which was incorporated under the Companies Acts, 1862 and 
1867. It also stated that the share capital of the company consisted of £40,000, 
divided into 2000 shares of £20 each, the greater part of which capital had been 
already, and the whole thereof would shortly be fully paid up. He might as 
well state at the outset that he believed the £40,000 could not be supported in 
its integrity, and he would hereafter mention what he thought the proper sum 
should be as the capital of the eompany, Whitby was a town which he sup- 





posed all whom he had the honour of addressing knew was a favourite watering- 

lace on the east coast of Yorkshire, where the river Esk made its debouchment 
into the sea between high cliffs which, gradually falling back inland, divided the 
town into two parts. The population at the last census was about 12,000, and 
it was not so stagnant a place as Thirsk, but was likely to become even more 
popular as a watering-place than it had been. Prior to 1860, Whitby was most 
miserably lighted, but about the year 1859 Dr. Atkinson and some gentlemen, 
who with him at that time undertook the Thirsk works, took this town in hand 
also. Dr. Atkinson found that the then existing works were extremely ill 
situated, and were in very bad condition, totally unsuited to the supply of the 
locality. He therefore demolished those works, and erected new ones on a freeh 
site, which he (Mr. Richards) believed would be proved to be as well adapted 
to the requirements as could be. The works were situated at the back of the 
cliff on convenient ‘low ground near the railway, from which there was a 
siding. Whitby was very peculiar in its conformation—some of the streets were 
very high, some very low—in fact, at all varieties of level. ‘The town rejoiced 
in being governed by certain gentlemen called Improvement Commissioners, who 
had not yet adopted the Public Health Act, and, therefore, were not a local 
board. These commissioners were incorporated under an Act of the 7 Wm. IV., 
c. 10, and it was not necessary to trouble the committee with any references to 
the clauses of that Act, which would be found curiously like those of the Sheppy 
Act, to which allusion was made in the case of aformer bill. At the time when it 
was passed such Acts were very common, and under them the commissioners had 
power to erect gas-works for the supply of the town, and also to break up the 
streets for the purpose of laying down mains, or they might contract with @ 
company or persons to supply the public lamps. Accordingly, in the year 1859, 
Dr. Atkinson and his friends entered into an agreement with the Improvement 
Commissioners of Whitby for that purpose. A second contract was entered into 
in August, 1866, which would terminate in 1873, It would be necessary to bear 
this date in mind, because it fixed the relative position of the parties up to that 
period. Since the Jast contract was entered into, Dr. Atkinson hed handed over 
the gas-works to a limited company, and the Articles of Agreement were dated 
in the latter part of 1870. It was this company which now came before Par- 
liament for incorporation. The contract entered into between Dr. Atkinson and 
the commissioners stated that the former would, at his own costs and charges, 
light the town of Whitby for the space of seven years, and lay down eufficient 
pipes for the conveyance of gas, &c., and then the agreement went on to state 
that “the said commissioners do hereby for themselves and their successors, 80 
far as they may consent and agree with the said Anthony Owst Atkinson in 
manner following :—That the said Anthony Owst Atkinson shall and may at all 
seasons, and on all occasions whatever, break up and remove, under the superin- 
tendence of the surveyor of the commissioners, all or any part.of the pavemente,’” 
&e.—1i. ¢., they handed over the powers vested in them to Mr. Atkinson, and 
therefore, through him, to the limited company. It was perfectly immaterial 
whether they had, strictly speaking, the right so to hand over these powers, 
because, if they had not done so, they could carry out the work with their own 
hands, Then the agreement proceeded—*‘‘ That the said commissioners and their 
successors will not, during the continuance of the contract, give leave to any 
other person whatsoever to lay down pipes for the supply of gas within the limite 
of their jurisdiction.” It was, therefore, clear that as things now stood the 
Whitby Commizsioners had handed over their powcrs in this respect to Mr. 
Atkinson, and through him to the limited company formed in 1870. With 
respect to the capital of this company, he (Mr. Richards) had already called atten- 
tion to the amount stated in the preamble, aud had pointed out that it would be 
necessary to make some alteration in those figures. 

Mr. CLERK: That is the main question. 

Mr. RicHARDs said the capital proposed in the bill was £60,000—i.c,, £40,000 
original, and £20,000 additional. Of the £40,000 original capital, the bill stated 
that £35,006 was now paid up, and it would be shown in evidence that an im- 
mediate outlay was required of not less than £6000 on the works. By clause 27 
the dividend on the additional capital asked for was limited to 7 per cent., and 
by clause 29 the usual borrowing powers were conferred upon the company. 
Clause 42 defined the limits of the Act to be and include the parishes and places 
of Whitby and Ruswarp, in the North Riding of Yorkshire. Clauses 46 and 47 
defined the lands upon which the works of the company should be maintained, 
and clause 62 fixed the maximum price to be charged for gas at 5s. per 1000 cubic 
feet in the town of Whitby, and 6s, in the village of Ruswarp, Against the bill 
the only petition upon which an appearance was entered was that, of the commis- 
sioners for the towu of Whitby, and, as he had on a previous ocoasion remarked, this 
petition bore a most wonderful resemblance to the one presented by the Sheerness 
Commissioners against the Sheppy Gas Bill. He would now read that petition. 

Mr. CLERK said he might save time by stating at once that he should raise no 
objection to Dr. Atkinson and his company obtaining parliamentary powers upon 
a reasonable amount of capital. 

Mr. Ricuarps: Do you insist on any alteration in price ? 

Mr, CLERK: No; but there is one important matter, which is that a power 
of purchase should be given to the Improvement Commissioners when they ob- 
tain the power to become a local board, for which they are now applying. 

Mr. Ricnarps: That is a power against which I shall fight to the death. 

The CHAIRMAN: You make no objection to the capital ? 

Mr. Cterk: Yes, just as we did in the last bill. 

Mr. Ricnarps: What do you want? 

Mr. CLERK: We want to know what has been actually expended on the works. 

Mr. Ricuarps: That we will settle out of the room. My friend says the 
commissioners ought to have a right to purchase. 

Sir J. Duckwortu: I should like you to tell us the price of coal at Whitby. 

Mr, Ricuarps: 13s. 6d. and 14s, 6d. per ton. What the company use is 
South Yorkshire, Silkstone, at 13s, 6d,, with about 10 per cent. of cannel at 
16s. 6d., which works out to 133. 10d. per ton. As to the question of purchasing 
the works by the commissioners, that we shall certainly contest most vigorously, 
for we doconsider that the petitioners, having had the power and the opportunity 
to erect gas-works of their own ever since 1836, and these very works themselves 
having been at one time in the market, and they did not avail themselves of the 
chance to possess them, they have no justification now in seeking to dispossess us 
of our property. But, independently of that, they have no power at the present 
moment to buy them, not only because there is no Act of Parliament to authorize 
it, but because they have no money to spend for the purpose. In fact, I am told 
that Whitby bonds may be bought at a discount, therefore they are but in slight 
request. My friend will tell you, perhaps, that they are going to become a local 
board, and that then they might be in possession of funds, But those funds will 
not be applicable to the purchase of gas-works. The Public Health Act gives 
power to deal with the supply of water, but gives no power whatever to p 
or to erect gas-works, My friend may urge that combining the two Acts—their 
own special Act and the Public Health Act—they might apply the money raised 
under the latter to carry out the power they possess under the former. I appre- 
hend that is not so, and that it would not be practicable to apply money raised 
under the Public Health Act to a purpose not contemplated by it. I shall also 
most respectfully submit to the committee that under a en company 
the people of Whitby are far better off than they would be if the supply of gas 
were in the hands of the commissioners, whose duty it should be to see that the 
company do their duty, and not to seek power to obtain profits out of the pockets 
of the consumers in aid of their local taxation. The commissioners, we are told, 
propose to ask for powers to purchase our undertaking. I should like to know 
whether the ratepayers of Whitby have been consulted on the subject, and 
whether they are agreed as to the propriety of the step. It is clear that the rate- 
payers are not represented here as they should be, eonsidering how seriously their 
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interests may be affected if the gas-works are in future to be carried on by the 
local board. ary 

The CHATRMAN: What is it they say about the purchase in the petition ? 

Mr. Ricuarps: They merely ask for power to purchase, and they say they 
are willing to purchase the undertaking of the company upon fair and reasonable 
terms. They also say somewhere that they are making arrangements for the 
erection of new works. I can only say that this is the first intimation we have 
had of anything of the sort, and our answer to it is that they have no funds for 
the purpose, and we do not believe they have made any such arrangement. 

Mr. Crerx: I told my friend, to save time, that we were not going to rely 
upon that. . 
Anthony Owst Atkinson, Esq., examined by Mr. Tuompson. 

I have been well acquainted with the Whitby Gas-Works for many years. 
They were originally formed in 1824, when gas was sold at 50s. per 1000 cubic 
feet. Previous to 1859 they were in the hands of a relative of mine, who was 
not successful in the management of them, and in consequence of that I made 
arrangements for taking them under my control. I became possessed of the 
works in 1859, At that time they were in the hands of mortgagees. The mort- 

gees sold the works to me for the sum for which they were security—£13,700— 
and they allowed the purchase-money to remain on mortgage. Until I recently 
transferred the property to a limited company, I have managed and owned it 
since 1859, At the time I bought the undertaking there were small works on 
both sides of the river Esk. This river runs north and south, and divides the 
town of Whitby into two parts. The streets are very hilly and narrow, and I 
found the situation of the works bad in every respect. In consequence of that 
I purchased land of the railway company, upwards of half a mile out of the 
town, in the parish of Ruswarp, and built there entirely new works, on which I 
expended originally £13,700. Then from 1859 to 1861, I think, or at the latter 
of 1860, I am not certain which, but in the building of the new works in the 

arish of Ruswarp, I spent £9000, in round numbers; and since that time—i.¢., 
[ 1860 to 1869 or 1870—£3600 was spent, making a total of £26,300. When 
I bought the land on the Church Street and the Flowergate sides for the new 
works, there was property included which increased in value so that I was 
enabled to sell it for £2700, leaving a total amount of capital expended upon the 
works of £23,600. In addition to that, during 1860, 1861, and 1862, the expen- 
diture exceeded the income by £1158 and a little over, making the total which 
was spent upon the works £24,758. 

By Mr. THompson: I charged 6s. 8d. per 1000 feet when I first took the 
works, and afterwards reduced it to 5s., the sum at which it stands now. In 
1859 an agreement was made between the Town Improvement Commissioners 
and myself for the supply of gas to the town under the power of their local Act. 
Afterwards, in August, 1866, a new agreement was made to supply the town up 
to August, 1873, which is a still existing agreement [produced]. Last year we 
transferred the gas-works to a limited company. After considerable discussion, 
Mr. Hawksley was agreed upon as the sole arbitrator between the vendors and 
the purchasers as to what price should be given. The amount of his valuation 
was £33,673. It was valued upon a commercial basis. 

Mr. THompson : We have heard something, about inserting a purchase clause 
in this bill. Assuming the commissioners have power to purchase, what is your 
objection to such a clause being inserted ? 

Witness : I have never thought anything about it. The company have no 
particular wish to sell in any way. We do not wish to be obliged to sell whether 
we like it or not. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Cterk: A limited liability company has been formed 
at Whitby in the same way as at Thirsk. Iam a solicitor at Hull. Whitby is 
70 miles from Hull. Some of the gentlemen are members of both the Whitb 
and Thirsk Companies, but one-third of the shareholders are Whitby people. 
do not know how many shares have been taken by Whitby people. Mr. Hewitt, a 
director, is aniron merchantof Hull. Another director, Mr. Wake, is a London man. 
I believe there is a township of Ruswarp. Conventionally Whitby is said to be 
within Ruswarp. Our works were said to be within Ruswarp, and we called it 
Ruswarp parish. I do not know what the area of the parish of Whitby is. 
We wish to include the town of Whitby within our limits of supply, and such 
part of Ruswarp as is within the town of Whitby; no other part would be 
productive. e have given notice for the village of Ruswarp in consequence 
of continual requests that we would light that place. In addition to the 
cost of the works, I ask to add on to that the £1158, the loss in working 
from 1860 to 1863. I should capitalize it with the rest. Mr. Todd has been 
secretary to both the Whitby and Thirsk Companies, and has collected the rates. 

Mr. Crerk: According to your views, the value of the concern which is 
handed over to the limited company should, beside the money which it cost you, 
and the three years loss in working, amounting to £1158, also be charged for 
what you paid for abandoned works in Church Street, or some other place. 

Witness : I stated that that is the amount I paid. 

Mr. CLerK: And you stick on the £13,000, I think, for that amount ? 

Witness : I state that as the amount that I paid. 

Sir J. Duck worta : Against which there is the £2000 odd that the witness 
received ? 

Mr. CLERK: That would make about £23,000 that he has expended upon the 
old works and the new ones, and Mr. Hawksley’s valuation upon a commercial 
basis was £33,67 3. 

Sir J. Duckworrtu: Including everything, the loss upon the working and 
all the rest of it came to £24,758, 

By Mr. Cuerx: I have actually paid the sum of £13,700. 

Sir C. ADDERLEY: Can you state whether the jurisdiction of the Improvement 
Commissioners of Whitby includes the township of Ruswarp? 

Witness : I think not. 

Mr. Crerk: Under the Act of 1837 the commissioners have the power to ex- 
tend their limits for lighting, and for other purposes. 

Mr. Ricnarps: By clause 46 it is provided that “it shall be lawful for the 
said commissioners, and they are hereby authorized and empowered, at a quar- 
torly meeting or an adjournment thereof, to appoint and declare what additional 
parts or portions beyond the limits defined by this Act shall be lighted by the 
said commissioners, and added to the limits in this Act; and the said parts or 
portions so appointed to be lighted as aforesaid shall for ever thereafter be in- 
ciuded in this Act.” And then there is a proviso that it shall not be lawful for 
them so to extend their limits without the consent in writing of a majority of 
the owners of property comprised in such district first obtained for that purpose. 

Mr, Cierk: Extensions have taken place according to this authority. 

Sir C. AppERLEY: Have the limits been extended over Ruswarp? 

Mr. CLerK: We are not limited at all. It is with the consent of the owners 
of property and the commissioners. 

The CHAIRMAN : What has been done? 

Mr. Cterx: We have extended the district in three localities, each of these 
extensions being in Ruswarp. 

Sir J. DuckwortH: I suppose the commissioners power is confined to the 
parish of Whitby; they could not go into any other parish. 

Mr. Ricuarps: We are attempting to explain ignotum per tgnotius. I see, 
referring to clause 2, the limits of the Act are defined. 

Mr. CLerK: I admit that we have not to the present time extended our limit 
to the whole district which the gas company supply. 

Mr. Ricuarps: The village of Ruswarp is not within your jurisdiction. 

Mr. Alfred Todd, examined by Mr. THompson. 

T am secretary to the Whitby Gas Company, and have been go since 1861. In 
1865 we made 12,429,190 feet of gas. In 1870 it was 18,306,200 feet. We have 
1031 consumers, In 1865 the number was 767. We light 234 public lamps in 








Whitby, and 25 in Ruswarp. We have had frequent applications for a supply of 
gas further on in the village of Ruswarp. The village is not more than 1200 
yards from our present works. One of the commissioners—Mr. Corner—has 
made frequent applications for the supply of gas. Thirty-two shares are taken 
by Whitby people. 

By Sir J. DuckwortH: There are 2000 shares altogether of £20 each. 

By Mr. Tompson: We should be glad to getas many local shareholders as 
we could. Every opportunity has been given to the Whitby people to take up 
pp and I believe many more of them will take them whether the bill passes 

or not. 

Cross-examined by Mr. CLERK: Of the 32 shares mentioned, Thomas Clegg 
holds five. He is my father-in-law. Robert Wilson holds 15. Benjamin Gard- 
ner holds two. Mr. Forth, Mr. George Anderson, and Mr. R. W. Clegg make up 
the rest. 1565 tons of coal were carbonized in 1870. The coals cost 13s. 6d. per 
ton, or £1056 10s. 11d. We get it from the Barnsley district in the West Riding. 
We get 10s. per ton for coke at Whitby. The total gross income for 1870 was 
£4481 193. 7d. That includes the receipts for the sale of coke and everything. 
The expenditure was £2229 16s. 4d., leaving a net profit of £2252 13s. 3d. The 
gas sold in 1870 was 17,612,315 feet. We have no mains at the present time in 
the village of Ruswarp. Our mains do not go nearer than 1200 yards of that 

lace. The works are midway between the village of Rusby and the town of 
hitby. They do not extend at all in the direction of Ruswarp. I think the 
population of Ruswarp is about 200. I believe it isa township in Whitby parish. 
Iam not certain if there is a parish of Ruswarp. The old gas-works in Church 
Street are demolished, and the site is now occupied as a foundry. We get a rent 
of £15 a year forit. I was not aware, as a resident in Whitby, that the com- 
missioners were making an application last autumn to the Home Office to adopt 
the Local Government Act, and to get power to supply gas themselves over the 
whole district. I have plenty to do to mind my own business without interfering 
with them. 

Re-examined by Mr. Rrcuarps: I have seen a notice of the application in the 
papers, but I do not know anything about it. I merely know that the commis- 
sioners were taking evidence as to extending the boundaries. Mr. Clegg, my 
father-in-law, has also the advantage of being a commissioner of Whitby. None 
of the other shareholders named are commissioners, 

Thomas Hawksley, Esq., examined by Mr. Ricuarps. 

I acted as sole arbitrator between the vendors and the purchasers in the 
matter of this limited company and Dr. Atkinson. I fixed the commercial value 
at £33,673. The structural value is as nearly as possible £18,000, and supposing 
the company had been a parliamentary company, it would have expended, as it 
now has to expend, £2000 in round numbers to acquire an Act of Parliament. 
Then the company, to be put in the state of an ordinary company coming to 
obtain power before it made its works, instead of afterwards, would have a capital 
in round numbers of £20,000, and that would be what we eall the primary capital, 
which is, according to parliamentary custom, the capital upon which 10 percent. 
would have been allowed in the original bill. 

Mr. Ricuarps: In addition to that, what, in your judgment, looking to the 
s.ate of the works, the necessity for extension, and the popularity that Whitby is 
acquiring year by year, is the sum that should be put in as what we call the 
secondary capital—that is, the capital which they should be entitled under this 
Act to raise? 

Witness : According to my experience in Acts of Parliament (of course, there 
are considerable variations, inasmuch as committees bear all the circumstances 
in mind, and determine for themselves in every case), the usual thing is to give 
an equal amount—that is to say, of secondary capital, another £20,000, as was 


’ done in the Thirsk case. I am of opinion that it is desirable to give these small 


companies sufficient capital to last them for some time, for the accumulating par- 
liamentary expenses, consequent upon repeated applications, frequently amount 
to 20 per cent. upon the whole capital. It isa much more serious thing than I 
am persuaded Parliament itself is commonly aware of. 

Mr. Ricuarps: And now looking to the 10 per cent. Supposing you put the 
£20,000 which you spoke of as the primary capital, and receive 10 per cent. 
= how would that work out as interest upon the purchase-money actually 

aid ? 

Witness: That would produce just 6 per cent. on the amount which is to be 
aid for the works by the incoming tenant, so that whether as respects the pub- 
ic, or as respects the incoming tenant, they would both be put in a fair position, 

the public would only pay upon the original capital at the usual rate, while the 
incoming tenants or owners would get exactly that amount of interest which 
they had bargained for. A clause would be required to make that clear, because, 
of course, a company would not, or ought not to take their shares amounting to 
£33,000, subject partly to 10 per cent., and the other part to 7 per cent., because 
that would give them too much; it would give them more than they had bar- 
a for, and that would be an injustice to the public, which neither party 
intends. 

By Mr. Ricwarps: I did not advise upon this bill. I had nothing to do with 
the parties, except to perform my duty as an arbitrator. With respect to the 
petitioners proposal for a purchase clause, I am quite sure, having in view the 
interest of the consumers, that undertakings are very much better left in the hands 
of companies, subject, of course, to proper parliamentary restrictions. I am quite 
as much employed by corporations as I am by companies, and I have every means 
of judging between the two parties, and certainly the public are, upon the whole, 
I think, much better dealt with by companies than they are by corporations and 
public bodies, There is not only in the one case a company to supply, and a 
corporation to look after the company, but, asa practical fact, a company is much 
more amenable to outside correction and control than a public body is— 
quite contrary to what is ordinarily received as a theory, and what the theorists 
upon the subject assert. I[ have had experience in many cases with reference 
to the adoption of the Public Health Act by local boards, and as to their power of 
erecting gas-works. If these gentlemen were to adopt the Public Health Act, 
they could not erect gas-works by money borrowed under that Act. It does not 
contemplate that gas-works, which have nothing to do with sanitary matters, 
should be in the hands of public bodies. One great difficulty is the tendency to 
tax gas consumers to make a profit for the benefit of non-consumers, which 
is in itself a very unfair thing. 

By Sir J. Duckworts: That is, to relieve the rates. Asa rule, the gas sup- 
plied by companies is given cheaper than it is by public bodies. Although com- 
missioners may state themselves to be willing to purchase gas undertakings on 
reasonable terms, the ratepayers have still a word to say upon the matter. This, 
of course, suggests that public authorities can voluntarily alter their trust 
behind the back of the public. It does not in the least follow that a clause 
could be inserted to the effect suggested under the Standing Orders, for there is 
no notice to the public, or any other interested parties, in this case. On that 
account, therefore, no doubt, such a clause could not be inserted, but if it could 
be—if it had even been included in the notice—there is nothing to prevent the 
ratepayers deciding behind the back of the local board that they will not allow 
the local board to become the purveyors of gas to the town ef Whitby; to trade, 
in short, upon their money—the rates. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Crerk: I went to Whitby in September last. I 
visited Thirsk in the same week. I was at Whitby two days. I cannot tell how 
long I was in the works; some hours, I suppose. I did not make a detailed 
valuation of the works, because I was there to assess the commercial value. It 
was not necessary, for I do not need a detailed valuation to give an opinion upon 
the structural value of any work. Ican do that by any other means within 
about 5 per cent. of the truth. I was not attended by Dr. Atkinson, and did 
not know that the works had cost him £12,600. I did not take into considera- 
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tion what might have been expended at Church Street and other places. All I 
had to do was to go and look at them, and for this reaeon, that the old buildings, 
now disused as gas-works, are producing a rental, and it was my duty to go there 
to see that it was a fair rental. I found that it was so. b 

By Sir J. Duckwortn: Dr. Atkinson received £2700 for a certain part, 
but I had nothing to do with that, because that was gone, and it became part 
of my duty to see the place, in order to inform myself whether that was a 
fair rent which was paid, or whether it was only let for a year, as a matter of 

. accommodation, at that amount. 

By Mr. Cierx: The structural value would be a very small part of the 
roperty that would pass to the company under this bill, as I understand it. It 
ormed a part of my calculation to the extent of £15, and no further. My com- 

mercial value was based upon the net profit multiplied by 16% years purchase, 
and adding into that value any other property which Dr. Atkinson possessed in 
it; but collecting the net profits, I did not take the sum which was placed before 
me by any means; the charge for gas was 6d. higher than that which I 
allowed in my valuation. 

Mr. CLERK: What did you take the price of gas for the future at >? 

Witness: After three years (for there is a contract existing with the com- 
missioners which extends over a term of three years unexpired), I reduced it to 
4s. 6d. In taking my account of the property there were other corrections. For 
instance, I thought the salary of the engineer or manager was undoubtedly low, 
and I was of opinion that the company would have to increase his salary. That 
is only one of a number of things. I therefore deducted from the profits, which 
I first reduced in the proportion I have mentioned, £20 a year, for a proper increase 
of his salary, and then having got by those deductions, and in a few cases b 
additions, what I considered the fair sustainable profit of the undertaking, 
multiplied that by 16% years purchase, to let the incoming people in at 6 

er cent. 

’ Mr. George Pickering, examined by Mr. RicHarps. 

I am a grocer residing at Fishbourn Park, Ruswarp. Ruswarp is a township 
in the parish of Whitby entirely surrounded and included by the parish of 
Whitby. A very small portion of it is within the commissioners boundary. 
They have not jurisdiction over the whole ofit. I am a lighting inspector, and 
I am very well satisfied with the gas. I have no desire to have local com- 
missioners supplying gas instead of the company. I am well satisfied as we are. 

Mr. George Anderson, examined by Mr. THompPson. 

I am a gas-fitter at Whitby. I am perfectly satisfied with the gas there, and 
have no desire to see the management of the supply changed. I think that is 
the general feeling of the town, as far as I know. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Cterk: I do not know that I am not on good terms 
with the commissioners. There may have been a dispute some time or other. I 
work for the present gas company. 

Re-examined by Mr. RicHarps: If the matter were to pass into the commis- 
sioners hands I might very likely work for them. 

Mr. John Taylor, examined by Mr. R1cHARDs. 

I am a chemist and druggist in Flowergate, Whitby. Iam not a shareholder 
in the company. I have been an inhabitant of Whitby 45 years and upwards. 
I am satisfied with the gas supplied, and have no desire for the supply to pass 
into the commissioners hands. I have no impression that it would benefit the 
town. Iam content with the company. 

Mr. Francis Hall, examined by Mr. RicHarps. 

I am a watchmaker and jeweller at Whitby. I am not a shareholder in the 
company. I am perfectly satisfied with the gas. I have no desire that it should 
pass into the hands of the commissioners and out of the hands of the company. 

Cross-examined by Mr. CLERK: I was nominated as a candidate for the com- 
mission upon one occasion. Mr. Pickering was nominated at the same time. 

Re-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: The local squabbles, and so on, do not influ- 
ence my mind in saying that I do not wish the commissioners to supply gas. 

‘ — said that concluded the case on the part of the promoters of 
the bill. 

Mr. CLERK addressed the committee in support of his petition, and said the 
case, as the committee would perceive, lay in a very narrow compass. There 
were only two important questions to be decided, although some minor matters 
would require attention when the clauses came under consideration. The first 
important question was the expediency of giving power, not to the present com- 
missioners, but to a board constituted under the Local Government Act, and a 
provisional order, with the full consent and concurrence of the ratepayers, to 
purchase the gas-works; and the second, depending upon this, was the deter- 
mination of the real value of the property, so that when powers to purchase 
were conferred, the local board should not be called on to pay an absurdly ex- 
aggerated price forthe same. A great deal had been said in the course of the 
inquiry about what the commissioners had not done. Under their Act of 1837 
they had power not only to contract for a supply of gas, but they might erect 
gas-works themselves; and for that purpose break up the streets of the district, 
and lay down mains and services. The commissioners had never exercised 
that power, because there was no adequate provision in the Act for the raising 
of the necessary funds, and so it happened that the supply of gas remained in 
the hands of Dr. Atkinson, who, in the autumn of. last year, thought proper to 
form a limited company of his friends and acquaintance, who now sought par- 
liamentary powers for what they had done. It was a little remarkable, cer- 
tainly, that the formation of this limited company took place just at the time 
when the Whitby Commissioners were in communication with the Local Govern- 


ment Office, asking for an extension of their jurisdiction, including powers to - 


erect works of theirown. It was perfectly true that, under the Public Health 
Act, there was no power conferred on local boards to purchase gas-works; but 
the commissioners were informed, on the occasion of the interview of their 
clerk with Mr. Tom Taylor, that there would be no difficulty in the matter by 
combining the powers of their own Act of 1837 with the power to raise money 
by loan under the General Act, supposing the committee should think fit, 
under the circumstances, to insert a clause in this bill to compel the company 
to sell their undertaking on terms to be agreed on, or, failing an agreements, to 
be determined by arbitration. That being the case, the question arose as to 
the real value of the concern, because it would be idle to give a public body 
power to purchase the works, if an imaginary value were put upon them. 
There had been, asin the instance of Thirsk, two valuations made of tho gas- 
works. There was the valuation on the commercial basis, adopted by Mr. Hawks- 
ley, arrived at by taking the last year’s profits, with certain deductions, and then 
muitiplying them by 163 years, by which he arrived at a gross sum of £18,000; 
and there was the structural valuation, which, according to Dr. Atkinson’s esti-~ 
mate, was something like £12,600. Of course, the latter was not the whole 
value of the works, because something would have to be added for the working 
capital of the tenant. Taking it, from the evidence of Mr. Todd, that the total 
expenditure last year was £2230, it would be necessary to add about £800 to 
the £12,600 for working capital, making the actual value ou this principle 
£13,400. This he (Mr. Clerk) submitted fairly represented the value of the 
undertaking, The works, it was proved, were in gcod order, and no great 
outlay was required upon them, with the exception of the extension into the 
township of Ruswarp, which no doubt would be a proper thing todo. That 
the works must be in admirable condition was evident from the fact that the 
leakage was little more than 8 per cent. It must at once appear to 


the committee that it would be absurd to take Mr. Hawksley’s commer- 
cial valuation in determining what should be the present share capital of 
the company. Last year the profits were £2252, upon a capital, accord- 
ry hy Dr. Atkinson, of £12,600. Giving him credit for an additional 
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as working capital, there was, therefore, a profit of between 








17 and 18 per cent. upon the outlay. Did not this show how erro- 
neous it would be to attempt to estimate the amount of the fixed share 
capital of the company upon the commercial basis, when it was found that Dr. 
Atkinson, being under no control as to the price charged for gas, or the rate of 
profit, actually received 17 or 18 per cent. upon the outlay on these works? Did 
it not also show how very largely in excess was the price of 5s. per 1000 feet? 
In fact, Mr. Hawksley himself admitted that, forin making his estimate, he said 
he reduced the price to 4s. 6d. after the first three years. Now, it happened in 
this case that the commissioners had a most careful valuation of these works 
made by Mr. Stevenson, which was made, for the purpose of settling the 
contract between Dr. Atkinson and themselves some time ago. Mr. Stevenson 
would give the committee the figures of that valuation, which would show that 
Mr. Hawksley’s hap-hazard estimate of £18,000 was very much indeed beyond 
the real worth of the undertaking. How did Dr. Atkinson himself make up 
the valuz? He said, “Ten years ago I expended money unprofitably—I pur- 
chased gas-works in Church Street, which I have abandoned. Those works are 
now converted into a foundry, and I let the place for £15 a year.” Mr, 
Hawksley said that though this fact entered into his calculations in making his 
estimate, it formed no element in arriving at the commercial value of the 
undertaking. Then Dr. Atkinson said again: “1 carried on the business unsuc- 
cessfully for three years; I made no profit, but an actual loss, and that loss I 
now capitalize.” 

Mr. Ricwarps: My friend will forgive me for saying that though I laid before 
the committee precisely what Mr. Atkinson was out of pocket, I of course stand 
by what my witness, Mr. Hawksley, says. I do not propose as a thing to be paid 
for the losses which Mr. Atkinson sustained. 

Mr. CiEeRK said he should show by evidence that Mr. Hawksley’s view 
was altogether erroneous, and that the total value of the works at 
the present time was not more than £15,000, allowing a considerable 
amount for working capital with which to carry on the business, Then came 
the question—having decided the amount of capital which the company should 
have, taking the actual value of the works, and what would be necessary here- 
after for the purpose of extension—was it expedient here, as it had been de- 
cided during the last few years in many other cases to be, that the governing 
body in Whitby should have the power to purchase these works. No doubt 
Mr. Hawksley considered it a very objectionable thing that large cities, like 
Glasgow and Leeds, should get possession of the supply of gas, but Parliament 
thought otherwise, and had conferred the necessary powers for the purpose. 
So far from the general opinion being the same as in 1847, when the Public 
Health Act was passed, it was now generally recognized that pas being so much 
a necessary article of life, it was expedient that the control of its supply should 
be in the hands of the local authority and not in the hands of private indi- 
viduals, who might, possibly, have no interest in connexion with the place. 
What was the amount of interest which the town of Whitby had in these works? 
How many shares were allotted there, and how many were held by Dr. Atkin- 
son and his friends? Out of 3000 shares, 32 only were held in Whitby, 20 of 
which were in the possession of the relatives of Mr. Todd, and the remainder 
distributed amongst four or five of the inhabitants. As in Thirsk, this company 
consisted of entire strangers. Was this adesirable state of things? Was it not 
expedient, not only that in the issue of new capital the shares should be dis- 
posed of by auction, but also that the power to purchase the whole undertaking 
on arbitration terms should be given to the commissioners, supposing that they 
obtained the provisional order for which they were seeking, and the Act of Par- 
liament confirming the same? Twenty years ago it was considered, and no 
doubt Mr. Hawksley still considered it, an injustice to a gas company to grant 
such, powers to the local authority; but then it used to be said that the manu- 
facture of gas was attended with great risk, and could only be successfully 
undertaken by a commercial company. But, now-a-days, in the north of Eng- 
land, there was hardly a large private mansion anywhere which had not its 
own gas-works. The whole thing was — understood. It was known 
that there was no risk about it; and, therefore, all the arguments formerly em- 
on ee for the purpose of retaining the manufacture in the hands of a company 

ad been entirely exploded. Besides this, there was the advantage which the 
ratepayers had, when the gas-works were in the hands of the local board, of 
direct control over them, which they could not have over directors. If they 
were not satisfied with the management, they had the power to change it, by 
refusing to re-elect the members of the board; so that what Mr. Hawksley said 
about the local authority not being amenable as a company was absurd, for at 
every annual election the gas question would be the important cry, if anything 
turned upon it. Then, again, with regard to the management of the streets, it 
was a patent reason for conferring such a power upon the local authority, not 
only respecting the supply of gas but of water also; and, as a matter of fact, 
it was constantly done. In the present case, it would be shown that the com- 
missioners had made a formal application for the necessary powers at the Home 
Office, and that, so far from their application being rejected, there was no diffi- 
culty whatever in obtaining a provisional order, so as to enlarge their boun- 
daries, and to raise money by loan for the purchase of the gas-works. The only 
question, therefore, was the fairness of the proceeding under the circumstances, 
It was being done every day. In Leeds, the corporation last year bought up 
both the companies, and in Glasgow, the year before, the same thing was car- 
ried out—the very terms of the purchase being settled in the committee-room, 
so as to save the expenses of an arbitration. He (Mr. Clerk) had expressed 
his belief that it would be of the greatest possible advantage to the consumers. 
that it should be done in this instance, but only, of course, on the supposition 
that an imaginary value was not put on the undertaking; and, therefore, he 
trusted that, as in the Thirsk Bill, a very large deduction would be made by the 
committee from the amount of capital asked for by the promoters, 

Robert Elliott Pannett, Esq., examined by Mr. CLERxK. 

I am a solicitor at Whitby, and I was for some time one of the Improvement 
Commissioners. I ceased to be a commissioner on being elected law-clerk to 
the commissioners. The commissioners have extended the limit of their district 
within the limits of the Act at different times. At the same time there are 
certain parts of the district at present supplied by the gas company which are 
beyond any limits to which we have extended. We had power under our Act of 
1837 to establish gas-works, but we have hitherto not exercised that power. 
There was a meeting as to the amount we could raise under the Act. the 
Act of 1837 a borrowing power of £10,000 was sanctioned, but £14,000 odd was 
to be appropriated in respect of an old debt—a debt under a former Improvement 
Act. The amount of new capital—new loan, authorized under the Act of 1837 
was £8000 odd. It was required to open out the town against the harbour. 
The improvement-rate is limited to 1s. 6d. in the pound, and the valuation of 
the poor-rate is the basis of it. That valuation is remarkably low, and the con- 
sequence is that the sum raised is scarcely sufficient to meet the current expen- 
diture at present. 

By Sir J. Duckwortn: About four years ago the gross estimated rental, 
which possibly before that might be some approximation to the actual rental, 
was reduced 20 per cent. all round, the impression being that, as compared with 
other unions in the North Riding, Whitby was too highly rated, and it, there- 
fore, contributed more to the county-rate than it should have done. 

By Mr. Crerx: We had not been able to raise money to establish gas- 
works ourselves till last year. We have had for some time past under 
consideration the expediency of having the Local Government Act applied to 
Whitby. I had a long correspondence with the Home Office in the course of 
last year, and the interview in last autumn was by myself. I saw Mr. Tom 
Taylor on the subject. At that time I had not the least idea of any proposal of 
Dr. Atkinson to have a parliamentary company to supply gas, Part of our 
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proposal was to.constitute a new district of Whitby under the Local Government 
Act, £858. The question of the acquisition of gas-works was the subject of a 
written statement by me at a committee of the commissioners before I ever 
heard of this proposal, Our local Act was with Mr. Taylor for some little time. 
No objection was raised to the proposal of our having power to acquire the gas- 
works. Mr. Taylor explained that it was competent to authorize the construc- 
tion or acquisition of gas-works by reason of its being one of the purposes of the 
special Act, and that when a local Act existed, and a local board was separately 
formed, such sections of the special or local Act which it might be desirable to 
retain—the useful clauses—were retained, and the fusion which the Local Govern- 
ment Act by provisional order, confirmed by Act of Parliament, any additional 
sections being inserted in the confirming Act, and the Act was so intituled an 
Act to confirm a provisional order with reference to such and such a district, 
and for other purposes, The money for such a purpose would be raised by a 
loan, for which permission would have to be obtained in the provisional order, 
or in the confirmatory Act. No such provisional order is made without local 
inquiry, and all local objections are heard against it. The whole scheme of the 
commissioners, which embraces many improvements, has been under discussion. 
I first heard of Dr. Atkinson’s proposal in November, in the local papers. I 
believe the ratepayers, as a body, have not been consulted = the matter, nor 
at any public meeting; but I believe the feeling among the ratepayers is to 
reconstruct the sanitary and other arrangements of the town, so that there may 
be a perfect unity. A provisional order would have to be passed before we could 
exercise any power of purchase. The Home Secretary would decide the terms 
of the order, but I presume he would consult the wishes of those interested in 
the district. 

Mr. CLerk : All that you ask for now is that in the event of a local board 
being established at Whitby, and the power being conferred upon them to pur- 
chase the gas-works, 2 clause should be inserted in the bill that they should be 
obliged to sell upon terms to be agreed upon? 

Witness: Decidedly. There is a very strong feeling amongst the active men 
of the town and the commissioners upon the subject. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: I believe the subject of this proposal is 
generally known in the town. We have not hada public meeting to consider 
the question of this purchase, but the feeling of the town is strong upon the 
subject of reconstruction. We have not published in any concise form, nor in 
any newspaper, nor have we placarded about the town, our intention of coming 
to ees to ask for power to purchase the company. In my interview with 
Mr. Tom Taylor there was nobody to express any opposite opinion tomine. Mr, 
Tom Taylor was there as judge. The petition was prepared by the parlia- 
mentary agents. I have no doubt they acted under my instructions, I saw the 

etition before it was presented, and settledit. I think clause 36 might have 

een better conceived, but the intention is that we may have power to acquire 
{the term “ acquisition’’ is the proper term to use) the gas-works, 

Mr. Ricuarps: You state that you are willing to purchase, but do not say 
that there ought to be a clause introduced to enable the company to sell to you. 

Witness: 1 should say that such a clause could not be introduced in that way 
after the November notice was issued. 

Mr. Ricwarps: There is no reason why you should not pray for such a clause 
to be introduced ? 

Witness: If it could not be given there is no use praying for it. 

Mr. Ricwarps: That was your reason, was it ? 

Witness: I do not say that was my reason, because the suggestion never 
occurred to my mind. ‘ihe parties who have taken an interest in the matter 
would very much prefer purchasing the works of the existing company to esta-. 
blishing works for themselves, They have been making arrangements to erect 
works of their own, supposing they were not able to acquire the present works. 
The commissioners have made “ provisional” arrangements for the purpose, 
that they may have upon either of the two banks of the river, and not far from 
the point where the present works are situated, land for the erection of gas- 
works, in case they do. not acquire the present works. The contract is not in 
writing. The landowners are Captain Turton, a county magistrate, and Mr. 
Turnbull, a ship-builder. Captain Turton’s property is on the left bank of the 
river; Mr. Turnbull’s land is on the other side of the river. Of course, when 
a town is on both sides of a river, you must cross the river to supply it. If 
Captain Turton’s land were taken, the pipes need not cross the railway. I do 
not exactly know how the communication may be, but I dare say there would 
be no difficulty. 

Mr. Ricuanps: I am speaking of the other man at present—Mr. Turnbull— 
who you say is on the other side of the river. There is a river and a railway 
between the town and the land? 

Witness: That is on the east side. 

By the Commirres: That is not on the side on which the present works are. 

By Mr. Ricuarps: We first spoke to these gentlemen about the purchase of 
the land a month or two ago. I do not know the exact date. 

Mr. CLERK submitted that the commissioners were not intending to establish 
new works, but merely coming for power to purchase the existing works. 

The CommitrEE: You would require to raise the rates considerably, would 
you not, in order to effect a loan to erect gas-works ? 

Witness : The rate would be raised somewhat. The loan would have to be 
upon the principle of a sinking-fund. I think it would not have to be more 
than 6 per cent, and a small fraction. There is a cemetery loan, I think, on the 
town, which was done at that price. It may be that cemetery loans are generally 
obtained on better terms than others. 

Mr. Ricwarps (through the committee): Are not your bonds upon the 
market at a discount now ? 

Wiiness : They are the investments of the most careful people we have. They 
are perpetual bonds, not redeemable under any terms except at the option of the 
commissioners, They pay 4 per cent., and the last transaction was at 9°5 per 
cent. The value of the bonds is £160. 

By the Commirrez: They are secured upon the rates. 

The CommirTeE: But you would have no security to give until those loans 
were discharged—they would have the first claim upon the rates. 

Witness: 'The present mortgages would, you mean? 

The Commitrse: Yes. 

Witness : Yes. 1 take it the loan would not be sanctioned upon the principle 
of fusing the two loans; but the present loan is only £10,000, and the present 
value of the district which we propose to include would be about £20,000, or 
more; that is, nearly £20,000 according to the present valuation, but taking the 
valuation aceording to the words of the Assessment Act, I think it would be 
more like £25,000. 

By the Commirres: The details of the question, but not the figures, were dis- 
cussed with Mr. Tom Taylor, The practicability of the scheme generally was 
discussed. I made a written report after my visit to him, including the subject 
of the gas-works, before knowing aging of this proceeding. That report did 
cot estimate the increased rating that would be necessary in order to raise a 
loan for the gas-works purchase, because there was at that time a question re- 
maining to be settled as to what the new boundary of the town should be, and 
that was left for redeliveration. Eventually an inspector came down, and, of 
course, until we could know what the new boundary should be, we could not tell 
how it would affect the rates. 

By Mr. CuerKk: The rateable value with the proposed new boundary is 
£29,759. 

By the Commrrree: The improvement-rate is limited to 1s, 6d., but, of course, 
that is only upon the present district. When we fuse the two Acts, as we pro- 
pose to do, we should either seek to abolish the limits or put a higher limit 








upon it. You cannot ibly work a town according to modern requirements 
at 1s, 6d. in the pound. There is no objection in the town as to raising the 
rates. On the contrary, there is a great desire that the town should be im- 
proved in this way, and that the Local Government Act should be adopted. Of 
course there are individuals who would not like to pay more money under any 
circumstances. I found the feeling at the Home Office was to retain elauses in 
the local Act which were not pernicious, upon the ground that many of the 
clauses in the old Acts were found to meet local cases which the general Acts 
would not meet, and that therefore the plan would not be to expunge, but rather 
to retain such. Our general proposition is that there should be a clause in the 
bill compelling the gas company to sell their works under the provisional 
order, and that our present powers of erecting gas-works should be retained, and 
also fresh power of rating for such a purpose. 

Mr. Ricnarps: Does not their Act contain at present power to purchase 
mPa and are they not asking, in addition, power to purchase by com- 

ulsion ? 

, Witness : The present clause we are seeking would have to answer that purpose. 

By Sir J. Duckwonrtu: If we had obtained the provisional order which we 
applied to Mr. Taylor for, that would have enabled us to raise money, and so to 
carry out the object of our old Act. I think there is no compulsory power in that 
old Act. We are asking for more than is contained in the old Act. The 
explanation is this—that we have allowed Dr. Atkinson to go on from time to 
time under a friendly arrangement. We considered that it was merely a friendly 
arrangement, and one which neither party would seek to break without the 
consent of the other, aud when this Act was applied for without any communica- 
tion whatever with us to legalize what had been done, we considered that it was 
a hostile proceeding, so far as Dr. Atkinson was concerned, and that we would 
not have allowed this arrangement to go on, and this user of our easement to 
go on from time to time, if we had thought there was a possibility of any appli- 
cation being made to Parliament for the purpose of establishing an independent 
concern. 

By the CommirrzEe: We have power both to erect and purchase. 

Arnold Taylor, Esq., examined by Mr. CLerx. 

I am one of the inspectors to the Local Government Act Office, and the 
brother of Mr. Tom Taylor, before referred to. The question of the adoption of 
the Local Government Act was not under a provisional order, but under another 
section of that Act. The question came in the first instance before the Home 
Office under the 16th section of the Local Government Act, which allows one- 
tenth of the ratepayers within any given area of a place, not having a known 
and defined boundary, to petition for a settlement of those boundaries, within 
which, after an order of the Secretary of State, the ratepayers may meet and 
vote for or against the adoption of the Local Government Act. That was the 
case at Whitby. In this case the district had not a defined boundary, because it 
was larger than the district of the Whitby Improvement Commissioners. That 
would not require to be confirmed by a provisional order, the order of the 
Secretary of State is sufficient for that. He settles the boundary. Six weeks 
are allowed for an appeal, and if there is no appeal against the boundaries as 
settled by him, the ratepayers are called together by the summoning officer, who 
is appointed by an order of the Secretary of State, and they meet and declare 
whether they will or will not have the Act. The question of constructing gas- 
works under existing local Acts comes before us continually. 

Mr. CLERK: In such a case as the present which has been before you, of a 
body of commissioners having power to construct or to purchase gas-works 
within a certain area, how would that be applied to the enlarged area under the 
order of the Secretary of State ? 

Witness : In this way. At Whitby a memorial, under the 10th section, came 
from a body of ratepayers, which is promoted, as we know at the office, by the 
Whitby Commissioners, with the view of having the Act adopted within the 
district. Then, the Act being so adopted, and the local board formed, the next 
thing would be a petition from the local board for a transfer of the power of the 
commissioners to themselves, and a partial repeal or alteration of the existing 
local Act of the Whitby Commissioners, That would be done by a provisional 
order to be confirmed by Parliament. 

Mr. CLexrk: All question of the exercise of the company’s power contained in 
the Act of 1837 would only be obtained in the provisional order afterwards to be 
sactioned by Act of Parliament? 

Witness; Yes; because the local Act contains no power as to the construction 
of gas-works. 

Mr. CLERK : Now, supposing the boundaries to be first fixed by the Secretary 
of State, on the application of the ratepayers, would there be any objection to 
framing the provisional order so as to contain the existing powers under the 
special Act ? 

Witness: No. On the contrary, our general practice, where there is an appli- 
cation for the transfer of powers and partial repeal of an existing local Act, is to 
retain as many of the clauses as may be found useful or expedient, and attach 
them to the Local Government Act, in the confirming Act, to repeal all obsolete 
unnecessary clauses, and retain those which are useful. 

Mr. CLERK: In order to lay this matter fairly before the committee, I do not 
know whether your attention was drawn to the fact that in the clause of the 
Act of 1837 the power was not to erect, but only to purchase by agreement. 

Witness : I know that the attention of the office was called to that section of 
the Whitby Act, and the commissioners, through Mr. Pannett, were informed 
that it was believed that that section would be useful to them hereafter, to 
enable them, when the local board was formed and the local Act was incorpo- 
rated with the Local Government Act, to proceed with the erection of gas- 
works, The power of purchasing would be retained in the provisional order. 
We could give them all the power there was in the local Act, but we could not give 
larger powers. There have been cases in which, in a confirming bill, particular 
clauses have been introduced referring to matters other than the provisional 
order itself. There are cases which cannot be met really under any of the 
existing sections of the Local Government Act, and in those special exceptional 
cases occasional clauses are introduced into the bill, and confirmed in the Act, 
and as the Act is made one with the Local Government Act, you get the force 
there, which is something that would not appear in the provisional order itself. 

Mr. CrerkK: In a case where there is such a power given as exists in the Act 
of 1837, would you have confirmed or reversed those powers? 

Witness ; That would depend on subsequentinquiry. The local board would 
petition for the transfer of the power of the commissioners, and for the repeal or 
alteration of the local Act, and if, on inquiry, it was found that the existing Act 
was not large enough for the purpose, it would be a matter for local inquiry, to 
hear opinions on both sides, and then for the decision of the Secretary of State. 

By Sir J. Duckwortu: And afterwards for the decision of Parliament. 

By Mr. Cterx: Therefore, that question of compulsory purchase might arise 
in a clause of the provisional order. That would-be a matter for subsequent 
inquiry. Ifa local board finds that it cannot do all the needful work under the 
Act that it is expedient to have done within the amount of one year’s rateable 
value of their district, they can then petition the Secretary of State, and he can 
grant a provisional order for twice one year’s rateable value. Again that is 
subject to confirmation by Parliament, and in those cases where those borrowing 
powers are given, the repayment of the money is extended from 30 to 50 years. 
{t is a matter of calculation that in a district with a rateable value of £10,000, 
you can pay off £20,000 in 50 years at the same rate as you can pay off £10,000 
in 30 years. I should say that the boundary of settlement 1 went down toinquire 
into was not exactly the same as that which is coloured pink upon the map, as 
that one extends further to the east. The boundary petitioned for ran imme- 
diately to the east of Whitby Abbey. There have been several oacasions upon 
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which the Home Office have sanctioned the borrowing of money for the purpose 
of obtaining gas- works, such as the case of Devizes, Great Malvern, and Burton- 
on-Trent. In each case they were commissioners who subsequently adopted 
the Local Government Act, and they have since administered the gas-works 
as a local board borrowing money for the purpose under the powers of the 
local Act. 

By Sir J. Ducxworts: In neither case were powers given them to pur- 
chase existing gas-works, I think at Burton they became a local board, and at 
Devizes they arranged to purchase by arbitration. In that case the Town 
Council became a local board by adoption, and the powers of the commissioners, 
who were the owners of the gas-works, were transferred to the corporation, and 
the gas-works were transferred too, upon terms set out in the provisional order, 

By Mr. CLterx: Power to purchase upon arbitration might be said to be 
compulsory purchase. The provisional order set out that they should be valued. 
aud if they could not agree, then they should be sold at the compeusation value, 

By Sir J. Decxkworru: There were conditions introduced. The works were 
profitable works, and there was a debt upon them, contracted by the commis- 
sioners, for the erection of those works. Tiey were to be purchased, and the 
debt upon them paid off; and the balance, if any, after paying the debt, was to 
be spent within the district by the local board upon public works, 

By Mr. Cterk: Whether a provisional order is made or not, before giving these 
powers, an inquiry always takes place before an inspector. There was the 
Sheppy case, for instance, in which the Local Board of Health sought to borrow 
money to erect gas-works, there being gas-works already in existence, and they 
were refused. Whether the power be granted or not depends upon the Secre- 
tary of State upon consideration of the facts. The inspector does not decide. 
He merely reports the facts of the case, and submits them for the decision of the 
department. The boundaries have not yet been absolutely fixed in the present 
ease. The application was to fix boundaries, and there is a question of a 
slight extension of the district, which I thouzht reasonable; and for which, jf 
made at all, we must get the consent of all persons brought within the proposed 
extension, because the iuspector is not held to have powers to enlarge the dis- 
trict beyond the powers originally brought in. He may limit it—he cannot 
enlarge it; because, otherwise, you might bring in persons who knew nothing 
about the proceedings, 

Sir C. AppERLEY: We have been told that it is usual to retaia the desirable 
clause, but that the compulsory power is also sometimes inserted in the con- 
firming bill to give additional power. Now, I want to know whetier, in this 
case, the compulsory purchase is such an additional power as the provisional 
order might give to a special Act incorporated with the local Act? 

Witness : I think it is doubtful; because, when clauses are being introduced 
into a confirming bill, it bas been done rather to provide for exceptional cases, 
which have not been provided for under the General Act, than to extend the 
local board beycnd its fair constructions. I do not think the Sheppy case analo- 
gous at all. 

By Mr. CLerk: The proposal in that case was to erect and to compete with 
the existing company. In that case the local board would have borrowed upon 
the security of the ratepayers money, and fought the company whose capital 
was held mainly in the district itself. 

Sir J. Duckworru: But if this company became a local board they would 
have the power of erecting competing works? 

Witness: But they cannot borrow money as a local board except under the 
sanction of the Secretary of State; and then comes in the safeguard which 
operated at Sheerness. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Rictarps: There is no instance of money raised 
under the Public Health Act being applied to any purpose extra and beyond 
the Public Health Act and that private Act, combined only when by a pro- 
visional order you have merged the two into one Act. If the Whitby ratepayers 
decide upon having the Local Government Act within the district for which they 
have petitioned, we shall have nothing to do with the Whitby Commissioners 
Act at all until the local board come to us and petition for its incorporation 
with the Whitby Improvement Commissioners. I do not know of any instance 
in which the order of the Secretary of State has extended the powers of the 
two Acts combined, unless you call what has been made at Devizes a 
compulsory power. 

Mr. Ricuarps: Was the transfer which took place in that case a transfer in 
consequence of compulsion by an unwilling party, or was it a transfer from one 
public body to another, who had agreed that if they could not come to terms 
the matter should be referred to arbitration? 

Witness: There was no great opposition on the part of the commissioners. 
The commissioners were the sellers, and they did not oppose the provisional 
order in particular. Probably there was no unwillingness to sell if they got fair 
terms under the arbitration. I think it could scarcely be called “ compulsory,” 
as we might have cited the terms of the Local Government Act itself, which was 
not done. I cannot call to mind any other cases in which the money has been 
provided by a provisional order. The question of the purchase was only brought 
before me incidentally. I saw Mr. Pannett when I was consulted. It was in 
November, I think, when he told us about the gas-works, and at the inquiry the 
subject was incidentally alluded to. It was mentioned that the proprietors had 
given notice of their intention to cometo Parliament. That was at the time of 
theinquiry with reference to the settlement of the boundaries, which was heid on 
the 31st of January last, but it did not come within the scope of my inquiry at 
all. He spoke of the gas question as one of the things they had in view. Ilsaw 
Mr. Pannett with a view to applying the Local Government Act. 

Re-examined by Mr. Crerk: The first object of the provisional order would be 
to settle and knit up the existing local Act with the Public Health Act, and 
possibly to give increased borrowing powers, There would be no larger bor- 
rowing powers in the case of a compulsory sale of the gas undertaking than 
if it was purchased by agreement; but the purchaser of the existing works, 
having regard to the debt of £10,000 that is there already upon the district, and 
to the necessity of a great deal of improvement that would have to be carried 
out in Whitby, it is quite possible that the whole amount of the debt would 
run them ever one year’s rateable value of the district. The view of my 
department is strongly in favour of local boards having gas-works where they 
can. 

Sir C. AppErLEy: Do we clearly understand from you that you do not 
think the compulsory power of purchasing these gas-works is a power which the 
provisional order would introduce into a special Act combining the local Act with 
the General Act? 

Witness: I think not. There are Acts giving compulsory powers of pur- 
chasing in certain cases, but in this case, I take it, it would be carrying the old 
Act beyond the powers which it possesses. If in the combination of the local with 
the General Act we gave increased powers of raising money, so far we should be 
increasing the powers of the special Act. That would be a greater extension 
than was in the mind of the department, but if it were thought desirable tu do 
it at all, it would simplify it to do it in the present Act. I do not think they 
would entertain the proposal in a provisional order; it might be held to bea 
power beyond the limits of the Act itself. 

By the Cuarnman: There is a great deal to be done at Whitby in the way of 
improvement. There is a great deal of sewage that wants altering. It is an 
old town, and their powers of borrowing have been very limited, and have been 
long exhausted. Two years rateable value for that is far more than they could 
possibly want, because they have proposed to extend the district to the west- 
ward in consequence of a question of road maintenance, which makes it only 
fair to the outside district to pull it all under the local board of Whitby. In 
that way it gives them a large borrowing power for a contparatively small town 











—viz., £29,000. They would be able to raise two years rateable value on that, 

coly by special legislation they would have to go through one of our conforming 
ills. 

The CuarrMan: That would be altogether £58,000, and deducting their 

present debt, that would be £48,000. Are there improvements in Whitby which 

would involve an expenditure of £48,000 independently of gas-works ? 

Witness : I should hope not, for the sake of Whitby; it would be a sadly 
rate-burdened town if there were. But having in view what local boards have 
run upon of late—viz., such things as sewage farms, &c.—if the local board were 
established they would levy a general rate, which is not limited by any clause 
in the Act; it is practically limited by the amount borrowed, and by the burden 
upon the place. 

Sir J. Duckwortu: What is the notice given after the provisional order 
has been settled? What becomes of it? Is it taken down to the place? 

Witness: Yes. After the receipt of the memorial and fixing the date of 
inquiry, there are 14 days public notice given in the district, and then the 
inquiry is held and the order is drawn up, and it is sent down to the district and 
considered in the district, and modified, if necessary ; and if any plans are in- 
volved, all the plans have to be deposited in the Private Bill Office. ~~ 

Sir C, AppERLEY: Do all provisional orders come from your office, or do 
not some come from the Board of Trade with reference to gas- works ? 

Witness : Some come from the Board of Trade. 

Sir C. Appertry: In this case is it not possible that the provisional 
order might issue from the Board of Trade, under the Gas and Water Facilities 
Act? 

Witness ; No; because the Act contains no power of compulsory purchase, so 
that it is likely to be of very little use. 

George Wilson Stevenson, Esq., examined by Mr. CLERK. 

In the year 1866 I spent five days at the gas-works at Whitby, for the purpose 
of reporting as to what arrangement should be made with Dr. Atkinson for 
the supply of gas to public lamps. In my report I said, ‘‘I may premise that 
the supply of gas to the town of Whitby has been attended with difficulties of 
no ordinary kind. T'wo sets of works have been erected and pulled down to give 
place to the third existing works, from which the supply is now derived. ‘The 
amount of capital expended has been, therefore, much more than was necessary 
for the purpose, indicating want of foresight and mismanagement; but as I am 
unable to discover that any portion of this was due to the acts or omissions of the 
public, it would be manifestly unfair to charge it upon them in a higher price 
for gas than they would have to pay under a more favourable condition. Dis- 
regarding, therefore, the question of capital sunk in walls which have been 
rendered useless, 1 proceeded to make an estimate of the capital invested in the 
works from which the town is now supplied.” I then went carefully into the 
detail of the whole cost of the gas-works. I had not been informed of what 
Dr. Atkinson had actually spent on the works. His total was £12,600. My 
estimate had amounted to £14,162, and included working capital £800 : prelimi- 
nary expenses, £300; and engineer’s commission on works and mains, £465 ; 
making a total of £1566, 

Mr. CLerk: That deducted from £14,162 leaves £12,596, which is just £4 
less than what Dr. Atkinson tells us he had expended on his works. 

Mr. Ricwaxps said that Dr, Atkinson stated he had expended £13,700 on 
his old works. 

By Mr. CLterr: I have estimated in the report the value of the whole of the 
mains and service-pipes throughout Whitby and the district supplied. I am 
bound to say that Dr. Atkinson furnished me with that information himself. I 
have actually to a yard the length of the leading main and the diameter of all 
the distributing apparatus, so that all that was then existing and used in the 
supply of gas in the town i3 included in my valuation. What had been done 
away with was not included. Some of the old works were at the top of the hill. 
It is quite clear that not many of the original old mains can exist, because the 
present leakage is under 4 per cent. If many of the old mains were now 
existing the leakage would be nearer 15 or 20 per cent. The total cost of dis- 
tributing apparatus in my estimate was £300, supposing it to be new; £14,162 
is the amount which any person taking those works would require as capital, 
inasmuch as he would require capital to work with, and preliminary expenses 
and engineer’s commission. Since that time I have seen the works again. 
Four 10-feet square puritiers have been put up instead of the four 6-feet puri- 
fiers, which were there originally, and there has also been a scrubber. The 
increased expenditure on that account would be covered by £800. I believe the 
capital invested in supplying gas may be represented at £15,000. The amount 
of profit given by Mr. ‘lodd—£2252—represents 15 per cent. upon the capital 
expended, as stated by Dr. Atkinson. Taking what I estimate as sufficient 
capital, it would require £1500 to pay a 10 per cent. dividend. That would 
leave a surplus of £752 over the 10 per cent. The price of gas is 10d. per 1000 
feet too high upon the quantity sold. It is so much more than suffices to pay 
10 per cent. on the capital. 

Mr. Ricuarps said that Mr. Clerk had yesterday conceded the question of 
price, and therefore he had called no evidence with reference to it. 

Mr. CLERK stated that he had withdrawn that concession that morning, find- 
ing the price was too high. 

The CuarrMaNn said the question before the committee was more with refer- 
ence to the amount of capital invested in the undertaking than the price of gas. 

By Mr. CLerk: I went through the works again to see what additions had 
been made, as Mr. Hawksley’s estimate of £22,000 is considerably in excess of 
mine. The works are in excellent condition; they are very substantially 
built, and they are well situated, and at present they are largely in excess of 
their requirements, having been constructed to provide for a production of 
nearly 200,000 feet per day. I stated that in my report of 1866, when the 
actual production was 70,000 feet per day. Ifthe unsupplied parts of Ruswarp 
were to be included in the limits of the company, new mains would have to 
be laid down. Ruswarp contains about 700 inhabitants. It would cost £300 
to light the unsupplied part. That would be in excess of the present capital 
of £15,000, if it was required to be done immediately. There is no expenditure 
at all required on the present works, Under the bill a large rural district is 
included. A great part of that is moor land with deep gullies. Whitby lies ina 
gorge of the river Esk. The town does not extend far. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: In the year 1866, I think, the gasholder 
capacity of 62,000 feet was about equal to the largest daily make. I am not aware 
that the largest daily make is 103,000 feet, but I presume it would be about 
that. Two-thirds or three-fourths of the daily make in storeage is quite suffi- 
cient for a non-manufacturing place like Whitby. The gasholder room is the 
weak point, It is the part of the works which will have to be soonest enlarged . 
They ought to put down a gasholder at about £1200. There is a piece of ground 
large enougli to put down a gasholder the same size as the existing one— 
about 70 feet. 1 did not visit the works in a hostile spirit. I was employed by 
the commissioners. I recollect the commissioners inquiring of me at what 
price they could erect gas-works of their owa. I advised them not to erect 
gas-works. I spoke very well of the management, but if I had known as much 
as I = heard to-day I should not have made the recommendation to them 
that I did. 

Mr. Ricnarps: Let me read this: “If the commissioners were satisfied to 
borrow this amount of capita!—that is, £8200—on the security of the rates, and 
take the responsibility and management of the supply of gas to the public with- 
out making any profit, they would be able to deliver it to consumers for 4s, 4d. 
per 1000 feet.” Is that so? 

Witness : Yes, 

Mr. Ricuarps; That is without making any profit? 
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Witness: Yes. 

Mr. Ricwarps (reading): “ But if they intended, as would not be unnatural, 
to make a 10 per cent. profit, devoting the surplus beyond payment of interest 
on the borrowed capital to the reduction of rates or to town improvements, 
then the price to consumers would be 5s. per 1000 feet.” _ ; 

Witness: Yes; that was upon informction I had at the time from Dr. Atkin- 
son. He gave me 15s, as the price of coals, whereas we have heard that it is 
13s. 6d.; and he gave me 8s. as the selling price of coke, whereas we have 
heard it is 10s. I did not further inquire into those statements. 

Mr. Ricuarps: Then this seems to be not so very valuable a report, after all, 
if it is founded on Dr. Atkinson’s statements: ‘Your committee will have 
perceived before this that 1 am of opinion that the general consumers in Whitby 
are not overcharged in being required to pay 5s. per 1000 feet for their gas. 
There are few towns in the kingdom where the consumption is so small for the 
amount of the popoulation. It ranges from 1000 feet to 3000 feet per head per 
annum. Here it is just at the minimum. There is generally some palpable and 
apparent cause for the consumption of gas being below the average, not lying 
with the public, but with the company or the person having the control of the 
supply. There is either intolerance in the management or deficiency in the 
y siprer or quality, or the price is excessive. I may not be fully informed of 

e state of things in Whitby with regard to the management of matters con- 
nected with the gas supply, but upon the points of quantity and quality and 
price I am constrained to say that the public have no ground whatever for com- 
plaint ; and that if the supply were under the control of the commissioners 
themselves, supposing it were conducted as a trading work, they could not be 
better or more a ly served.” 

Witness: Yes. I said, on the most accurate information I could get at the 
time when I reported to the commissioners, that they were properly served, and 
that the price was a fair one; but if I had known as much as I know to-day, 
I should have modified that statement, but not to any considerable extent. I 
know coal varies in price. It may be perfectly true that the selling price of 
coke was 8s., and the cost price of coal was 15s, per ton. I do not want to dis- 
pute Dr. Atkinson’s word for a moment. 

The CommitrgE: Mr. Hawksley contemplated expending £2000. We have 
here in evidence only £300. He mentioned parliamentary expenses. 

By Mr. Ricuarps: I do not agree that the probable cost of a parliamentary 
bill—viz., the cost of coming into corporate existence—ought to ve allowed, as 
giving them a point of starting. I consider it ought to come out of the addi- 
tional capital. I consider that the 10 per cent. dividend-bearing capital ought 
to be as present expended capital upon works, with a sufficient working capital 
added. The expenses of the Act must be paid for out of additional capital. I 
do not know that the public lights have been charged under 5s. per 1000 feet. 

Re-examined by Mr. CLerk: I made some inquiries on the spot to confirm 
what Dr. Atkinson told me. The gasholder would come out of any capital to 
be created. Since 1866 the consumption of coals has increased 200 tons. That 
would, to some little extent, justify a reduction in the price of gas. 

By Sir.J. Duckworrtu: In the case of Thirsk I recommended a large 
additional capital to be granted, because it is a small place, and cannot afford to 
come to Parliament. 

By the CommirTee: Within the next few years, no doubt, a few more retorts 
will have to be put up, and a new holder, the whole cost of which will be about 


£2000 odd. 
Mr. George Thompson, examined by Mr. CLERK. 

I am the town surveyor of Whitby. This bill proposes to include in the area 
of this company the whole of the parish of Whitby and Ruswarp. Ruswarp isa 

rtion of the parish of Whitby. The parish of Whitby contains 13,313 acres. 

he outer boundary on one part is all moor land. There is a very thin popula- 
tion indeed over a great part of it. There is about one house in 23 acres. 

Mr. Tompson stated that the promoters were not anxious to extend their 
gas-works over the outer limit, but only within the inner limit, and they had 
rather not go to Ruswarp, but had included it, in compliance with the request of 
the inhabitants. 

By Mr. Cierk: The village of Ruswarp contains about 200 inhabitants. 
There are 1760 acres in the township of Ruswarp, 178 in the township of 
Whitby, and 18 in another township, comprising altogether about 2000 acres. 

Cross-examined by Mr. THompson: The parish of Whitby contains the 
parishes of Aislaby, Briggsworth, and others. { am not aware there is a town- 
ship of Whitby also. 

Mr. Alfred Penny, examined by Mr. CLERK. 

I‘am an engineer, carrying on business in the City Road, and have been en- 
gaged for 20 years in the on and erection of gas-works. I am myself 
the lessee of several large works. I have inspected the whole of the Whitby 
district. I have gone carefully over Mr. Stevenson’s estimate, and I agree with it. 
I made an application at the office to go over the works, but as a matter of 
course was refused permission to go in, but the works were so situated that, by 
climbing a hill, I could see all the works, and with the assistance of Mr. Ste- 
venson’s valuation, I could be quite capable of judging of the value of the 
works. Works of that magnitude could be erected for a smaller sum than 
£15,000, including mains. I should think that about £5000 additional capital, 
and the usual borrowing powers, would be sufficient to carry them over 12 
or 15 years. 

Mr. THompson (in cross-examination): May I take it, supposing they were 
not tocome to Parliament for 20 or 25 years, £15,000 additional capital would 
not be too much? 

Witness: Twenty-five years is a long time; I cannot look so far into the 
future as that. I think if it were put so, £15,000 additional would not be too 
much. 

Mr. Cer stated that that concluded the case on behalf of the petitioners. 


Fripay, Marcu 17. 

Mr. Ricuarps was this morning heard in reply. He said the committee 
would remember that there were but two questions to deal with—viz., what 
should be the amount of capital allowed to the company, and whether compul- 
sory powers should be inserted in the bill, enabling the commissioners at some 
future time to acquire the undertaking. With reference tothe former, the pro- 
moters had thought it right to lay before the committee the precise figures of 
the outlay which Dr. Atkinson had made on the works, not at all suggesting 
that the loss he had sustained in former times, in the carrying on of the busi- 
ness, should fall upon the people of Whitby. He thought it had been conclu- 
sively shown that Dr. Atkinson had not starved the concern, but that he had 
acted most liberally to the town in connexion with all his arrangements. Upon 
this point the committee had, perhaps, the most conclusive evidence they could 
have in the report made by Mr. Stevenson in 1866, when, after a careful ex- 
amination of the works, that gentleman was obliged to state that “in quantity, 
quality, and price the public have no ground of complaint.” What then, really, 
under the circumstances, was the capital—the original capital—which the com- 
pany ought to be allowed? Mr. Hawksley had proved that the actual struc- 
tural value was £18,000 plus £2000, which the company ought to have for the 
expenses of incorporation. Mr. Stevenson, on the other hand, put the struc- 
tural value at £15,000, and if to that were added the £2000 for costs of incor- 
poration, which, however, Mr. Stevenson did not allow, the whole difference 
between the two was £3000. He (Mr. Richards) submitted that the 
£2000 was a proper sum to allow, because, if this were a new un- 
dertaking, the expenses of coming into existence would certainly form 
a part of their estimate, which a parliamentary committee would allow. 
With reference to the new capital, it appeared to him that this was a 





point which his learned friend did not very vigorously contest, but left 
pretty much as the promoters suggested it should be. Mr. Stevenson, it was 
true, said that the works as they stood were amply sufficient, but on cross. 
examination he admitted that the storeage capacity was inadequate, and that a 
75-feet gasholder ought to be put on the ground. And it must be borne in 
mind that Whitby was not a stagnant place like Thirsk, the consumption of gas 
having nearly doubled within the last ten years. Turning to the other point 
in debate, he begged it might be distinctly understood that against the intro- 
duction of any purchase clauses the promoters were most determinately opposed, 
whether those clauses assumed the form of a voluntary or compulsory character 
The commissioners in their petition stated, “That your petitioners are fully 
authorized, under the powers vested in them by the said Act, to construct gas- 
works, and to manufacture and supply gas for lighting the public streets and 

laces within their district, and also to private consumers in such district, and 
it is their desire and intention that such powers should be used and exercised, and 
they have made arrangements for the purchase of lands for such purposes.” It 
turned out that they had no written contract, and therefore this clause ought 
never to have been put in their petition. Further on they stated, ‘* That your 
petitioners are willing to purchase the undertaking of the company upon fair 
and reasonable terms, and to construct works such as will enable them to 
supply the district with gas of a superior quality, and at a much cheaper price, 
and to apply any profits arising therefrom in aid of the rate of the town and 
district.” Now there was no evidence whatever to show that the company had 
ever received an intimation of any desire or intention of this sort until it was 
announced by his learned friend in the course of these proceedings. ‘The gas- 
works had been sold on one or two occasions, but the commissioners 
had never ccme forward as purchasers, although, according to their own 
case, they had had the power ever since the year 1837. Could it be 
believed that they had ever, until they knew the company were coming 
to Parliament, entertained the idea of purckasing these works? And 
even now they did not pray that clauses should be inserted enabling 
them to purchase. And this suggested the question whether the ratepayers 
of Whitby had been consulted in the matter. It was clear they had not been, 
or the fact would have been broadly proclaimed by the other side, and the 
probability was that up to that very moment they were entirely in the dark as 
to the intention of the commissioners on this subject, and were perfectly 
unconscious that they were about to enter upon a trade speculation at the risk 
of the rates of the town. But for whom was the power of purchase asked ? 
Was it asked in favour of the existing commissioners? Not at all; they were 
not a local board, but in favour of a body which might never come into 
existence. He granted it was possible—perhaps probable—that a local board 
would be formed at Whitby, but it did not exist at present, and non constat 
that it ever would exist. And surely the committee sitting there to administer 
justice between the parties would pause before they gave a non-existing body 
a power which, on the one side at least, was vigorously protested against. Then 
came the question of the provisional order. He congratulated his Jearned 
friend upon haying kept that matter as snug as possible, until he had the talk 
all to himself, and that, in cross-examination of the promoters witnesses, not 
a single word was said about it. It seemed rather a curious coincidence that 
this application should have been made about the time of the notices by the 
gas company to come to Parliament for a bill, and it certainly suggested the 
idea that the commissioners had some inkling of the matter, and that it was 
this which roused them from their 30 years lethargy. Mr. Arnold Taylor ex- 

ressed an opinion that if money were raised under a provisional order, by a 
ocal board which had 2 private Act conferring certain powers, the two Acts 
might be read together, and the money raised under the public Act be ex- 
pended in carrying out the powers of the private Act. He (Mr. Richards) 
doubted very much the correctness of this opinion, and said he should like to 
hear what the decision of the Court of Queen’s Bench would be if such a 
question came before them for revision. But eyen Mr. Arnold Taylor confessed 
that he knew of no case, unless perchance the Devizes case could be so con- 
sidered, in which the powers of the combined Acts had been exceeded, and 
none in which money could be applied to purposes unrecognized by either 
Acts. The present was an application for powers in excess of anything at 
present possessed by the Whitby Commissioners, and, if acceded to, the commis- 
sioners would say that the Public Health Act and the Act of the company could 
be read together. It was comprehensible that the Home Office might read the 
private Act of the commissioners and the Public Health Act together, but it 
was at least extremely doubtful that they would go so far as to read the 
latter in combination with the private Act of a gas company. What was the 
Devizes case to which Mr. Arnold Taylor referred? It was a case in which 
the question arose between two public bodies, and, although the form of the 
clause in the Act was compulsory, Mr. Taylor evidently thought there was no 
compulsion in fact. It was not compulsion in the sense in which it would be 
if the committee were to put in the present bill the clause asked for by the 
commissioners. It was a compulsion in which both parties were agreed, so 
that the Devizes case was no exception to the rule. Then caine the ques- 
tion of the rates; and here, he believed, Mr. Arnold Taylor was wrong. It was 
important to remember that the commissioners had no money at present; in 
fact, they owed £10,000; and, notwithstanding Mr. Pannett’s objection to admit 
the fact, their bonds were at a discount. It was quite clear they were in a 
state of impecuniosity, and were dependent upon the provisional order to give 
them any means at all. Mr. Arnold Taylor was asked the question, “ With 
regard to the powers of borrowing in such a case as this, what is the amount 
that, under a provisional order, the local board would be allowed to borrow?” 
And his reply was, “If a local board finds that it cannot do all the needful 
work under the Act that it is expedient to have done within the amount of one 
year’s rateable value of their district, they can then petition the Secretary 
of State, and he can grant a provisional order for twice one year’s rate- 
able value. But that is subject to confirmation by Parliament, and in cases 
where such borrowing powers are given, the repayment of the money is ex- 
tended from 30 to 50 years.” Now, referring to the Public Health Act, section 78, 
it would be seen that such extension of the borrowing powers of the local board 
was only to be granted for the purposes of improving the sewerage and water 
supply, and there was not a tittle of evidence before the committee to show 
that the Whitby Commissioners were going to do anything of the kind. 
As far as the voiuntary purchase of the gas-works was concerned, if they 
ever adopted the Public Health Act (supposing Mr. Arnold Taylor to be right) they 
could couple their two Acts together, and borrow money for the purpose. In 
that case they did not require the sanction of the committee. Why, then, did 
they ask for it? It was for the sake of prejudicing the case hereafter, for, 
whether the clause now asked for were good, bad, or indifferent, they would 
point to itand say it was an expression of the opinion of the committee that the 
works should be in the hands of the local board. He implored the committee 
not to sanction it—first of all, because the local board was a non-existent body; 
secondly, because the ratepayers had clearly no notice of this application to 
enter into a trading speculation with their money; and, thirdly, because there 
was nothing in the parliamentary notice to give any intimation of the introduc- 
tion of such a clause. Let the commissioners become a local board; let them 
wait till they had raised money under a provisional order, and applied it as they 
ought to do; let them wait till they had cleansed their cesspools, and sewers, 
and drains, before they talked of borrowing money to buy gas-works. If they 
could then prove to the satisfaction of Parliament that the gas company had 
not done their duty, there would be ample time to ask for powers, either com- 
pulsorily or by agreement, to acquire their property. 

The room was then cleared, and on the parties being readmitted, 
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The Cuarnman said: The committee find that the preamble of the bill is 
proved. They stipulate that the original capital shall be fixed at £18,000, and 
the additional capital at £15,000. ‘The £15,000 additional capital shall be sub- 
mitted to public auction by the usual clause for that purpose. With regard to 
the compulsory clause for the acquirement of the works by the Improvement 
Commissioners, or by the local board, the committee see no reason for intro- 
ducing any such clause into the bill. 

The clauses of the bill were then proceeded with, and agreed to, up to clause 
61, with some verbal amendments. 

On clause 62, which limited the price of gas to 5s. per 1000 cubic feet in the 
town of Whitby, and 6s, in the village of Ruswarp, 

‘Mr. Pannerr said he hoped the committee would make a considerable reduc- 
tion in the maximum price. 

Mr. Ricuarps protested against such a demand, and reminded the committee 
that Mr. Clerk, at the opening of the case, distinctly stated that he should not 
raise any question on this point. 

Sir J. Duck worrs said he was not aware what the committee might do, but 
he thought Mr. Hawksley, in his evidence, stated that after a certain number of 
years the price should be reduced to 4s. 6d. 

Mr. Ricuarps said: Mr. Hawksley’s evidence amounted to this—that if they 
were dealing with 1874, instead of 1871, 4s. 6d. might be enough, but he dis- 
tinctly said the price now ought to be 5s. The committee would bear in mind 
that the whole of this case had proceeded on the assumption that this point was 
settled. They were now dealing not with what should be the actual price 
always to be charged, but with what, under all variations of circumstances as 
te cost of production, the company should be limited to. Mr. Stevenson, when he 
made his report to the commissioners, stated that if they were willing to carry 
on the concern without a profit, 4s. 4d. would be the proper price, but if as a 
trading operation, it should be 5s. 

Mr, Pannetr said a 5s, rate upon the capital of the company would give 
them a profit of 18 per cent. 

The Cuarmman: Mr. Hawksley’s evidence was for the purpose of enabling 
him to make a valuation, and he arrived at a certain sum which the committee 
have reduced, therefore we consider that we must take the price agreed upon. 

Mr. Pannett then asked that the 5s. maximum should be limited to three 
years. There were many cases in which such a course had been adopted. He 
also wished to have an alteration of the limits within which the 5s, maximum 
should be charged. 

After some discussion thereon, 

Mr. Rrcnarps offered to extend the 5s. maximum to the whole of the district 
supplied by the company, and the clause, altered accordingly, was agreed to. 

The other clauses were put and agreed to, verbal alterations similar to those 
in the Thirsk Bill being introduced. 

Mr. Pannetr proposed several MS. clauses relating to the appointment by 
the commissioners of an auditor of the company’s accounts; the laying down 
of mains at the discretion of the commissioners ; the preparation and periodical 
corrections of maps of the mains; the mode of keeping accounts, Xc., the whole 
of which were rejected by the committee. He finally proposed a clause saving 
the rights of the commissioners under their private Act of Wm. IV. 

The CHarrman refused, remarking at the same time, ‘‘ We want to know 
nothing about that Act.’’ 

Mr. Ricnarps: It must be a very rickety Act which requires so much 
bolstering up. 

m he bill then passed, and the chairman was directed to report the same to the 
ouse, 





CAGLIARI GAS AND WATER COMPANY, LIMITED. 

The Ordinary Gencral Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company was 
held at the Offices, No. 2, Moorgate Street, on Friday, March 2i—Joun Barrow, 
Esq., iv the chair. 

The Secretary (Mr. Rod. Mackay) read the advertisement convening the 
meeting, and the following report from the directors was presented :— 

The receipts on revenue account for the past year amount to £15,236 Os. 11d., and 
the «xpenditure to £5719 4s. ild., leaving a clear net revenue for the year of £9516 1és., 
which exceeds that of the previous year by £257 2s. Sd. 

The increase in the revenue derived from the water-works during the past year is 
ratisfactory, and, although the arrangements with the authorities for the direct house 
supply have not yet been finally settled, the directors believe that a few months will see 
the question adjusted on a permanent and satisfactcry basis. 

The amount available for dividend, including the balance brought forward from the 











previous year, is as shown on the balance-sheet . . . 11,260 1 3 
Uut-of which a dividend at the rate of 7 per cent. per 
annum was paid, for the half year ending June 30, 1870 4,987 10 0 
The directors recommend a dividend at the like rate of 
7 per cent., for the half year ending Dec. 31, 1870, or . 4,987 10 0 
9,975 0 0 
Which would leave a balance te be carried to next year’s accountsof . , £1,285 1 3 


Vith satisfaction the directors report to the shareholders that the public works in 
Sardinia, referred to when they last met, are now proceeding with great rapidity, a por- 
tion of the railway being expected to be opened during the coming month. Companies 
ave also in progress for aiding and increasing the mining works; and the Government, 
having regard, no doubt, to the almost certain increase in the number of vessels using 
the port of Cagliari, have already voted the necessary funds for enlarging and increasing 
the accommodation in the harbour. 

The two directors retiring by rotation are Mr. F. Wigan and Mr. J. J. Barrow, who, 
being eligible, offer themselves for re-clection. 

The Cnarrman moved the adoption of the report, and, in answer to a share- 
tholder, said that the gas account for the last half year was less favourable 

han the first six mouths, owing to the large amount of leakage that had taken 
place. 

Mr. Joun Arrp, jun., in seconding the adoption of the report, said that 
though the additional leakage partly accounted for the fact just alluded to, it 
should in fairness be at once admitted that the directors were unfortunate in 
their selection of a manager. The gentleman appointed to that office under 
Mr, Simmelkjor having left, his place was filled by a person in whom the 
directors had confidence, which, as events turned out, was misplaced. Happily, 
since this person was superseded, the loss of gas had been diminished one-half, 
the loss having arisen in a great measure from carelessness in taking the 
registers of the meters, and from giving a larger supply of gas to the public 
Jamps than was required by the contract with the authorities. From the same 
cause there had been a diminution in the receipts for products. The healthy 
position of the company was apparent in the fact that, notwithstanding these 
drawbacks, the directors were able to recommend the payment of a7 per cent. 
dividend as before. 

A SHAREHOLDER asked for some information respecting “ the direct house 
supply” of water referred to in the report. 

Mr. ArrD said the supply of water as at present existing was according to 
the contract with the Government, A given quantity was delivered at certain 
taps in Cagliari for which about £10,000 a year was received. The directors, 
since this system came into operation, tad represented to the Government that 
it would be much more convenient to the inhabitants if the supply were carried 
into their houses; aad they had made certain proposals with the view of giving 
effect to their representations. The matter had been very favourably regarded, 
and, though obstacles had interposed, the last advices received gave the 
directors reason to hope the arraugements would soon be completed, and thus 
an additional revenue would accrue to the company. 

Mr, Erasmus Wrtsow said the statement just made, about the mode of sup- 





plying water hitherto, appeared strange to Englishmen, unless it was remem- 
bered that at Cagliari the people had never enjoyed the luxury of having water 
laid on to their houses. They had been in the babit of fetching all the water 
they required from the public fountains; and were, therefore, perhaps a little 
slow to appreciate the proposed boon. No doubt when the advantages were 
oe understood, the demand for a supply from the company would rapidly 
extend. 

Mr. Arrp, farther replying to a shareholder, said the arrangements for the 


,supply af water beyond Cagliari were progressing satisfactorily. Whatever 


advance of this kind was made in the operations of the company would teil at 


' once upon the revenue, a8 it would entail no additional expense upon them. 


They had an unlimited supply of water, obtained by gravitation, and no pumping 
was required. Their reservoirs were in excellent condition, as he knew from per- 
sonal observation, and they were carefully inspected periodically. With 
reference to the general state of the country, there was every reason for en- 
couragement. A railway from the mines in the interior of Sardinia to the port 
of Cagliari would shortly be opened, tending very much to the increase of the 
trade, and consequently to the demand for gas. Within the last fortnight the 
company had received orders from the authorities for 24 additional public 
lamps. The increased accommodation about to be effected in the harbour 
would bring more shipping to the port, and thus enlarge its prosperity. 

The motion was put, and carried unanimously. 

On the motion of Mr. Witson, seconded by Mr. Qurck, the interim dividend 
paid in October last was confirmed, and a dividend for the half year ending 
December last was declared at the rate of 7 per cent. 

The retiring directors and auditors were re-elected. 

Some conversation took place respecting the remuneration of the board, about 
which a misunderstanding had arisen at a former meeting, and which had in- 
duced the directors to return their fees until the vote of the shareholders was 
obtained. It was agreed, no previous notice having been given to consider the 
question, to adjourn the matter until the next meeting. 

Thanks having been voted to the directors and to the chairman, the proceed- 
ings terminated. 

THE SHEERNESS LOCAL BOARD AND THE SHEPPY CONSUMERS 

GAS COMPANY. 

Report on an Inquiry held at Sheerness, upon an application from the Local 
Board of Health for that district, praying for sanction to borrow, for the 
erection of gas-works, the sum of five thousand pounds (£5000). 

Local Government Act Office, Whitehall, London, March 3, 1871. 
To the Right Honcurable Henry Austin Bruce, M.P., Her Mojesty’s Principat 
Secretary of State for the Home Department. 

Sir,—I have the honour to report that on Nov. 17, 1870, the Sheerness Local 
Board of Health made written application to this department for sanction to 
borrow the sum of £5000, which they propose to expend in the construction of 
new gas-works within their district, the 67th and following unrepealed sections 
of the Sheerness Paving and Lighting Act (10 Geo. IV., c. 121) giving powers 
to the commissioners under that Act to construct and provide gas-works within 
the limits of the Act in question. 

Previous to the receipt of the above application, the annexed memorial 
(marked A), dated Oct. 20, 1870, kad been received from the directors of the 
Sheppy Gas Consumers Company, against sanction being granted to the appli- 
cation of the Local Board of Health. 

Local inquiry having been directed, the same took place before me at the 
offices of the Local Board of Health, on Tuesday, Feb. 7, 1871. 

The local board were represented by their clerk, Mr. Felkin; the Sheppy 
Gas Consumers Company by W. H. Michael, Esq., barrister-at-law, who, at the 
opening of the proceedings, handed in the annexed numerously signed memo- 
rial (marked B) of ratepayers and owners in the district, against the proposed 
erection of gas-works by the Sheerness Local Board. 

The action of the latter in the matter appears to have arisen out of a dispute 
between them and the existing gas company as to the charge for the public lights. 
From 1863 to the present time, the local board had paid a yearly charge for each 
public lamp of £3 16s., the lamps being lighted every day throughout the year 
from one hour after sunset to one hour before sunrise, and the consumption of 
gas being estimated at 44 cubic feet of gas per hour for each lamp, their total 
number being 133, and the charge of £3 16s. including the cost of lighting, 
cleansing, and extinguishing. 

The local board having power under their contract with the gas company to 
terminate the agreement by three months notice, made them an offer of £3 per 
lamp for three years certain. 

The resolution to offer these terms was agreed to at a meeting of the local 
board which was attended by nine of the members, three being absent. But 
only four of the local board voted on the occasion, the other five being share- 
holders in the existing company, and taking no part in the proceedings. 

The company, however, declined to lower their rate for the street-lamps, and 
thereupon the local board determined to use the powers they possessed under 
the unrepealed sections of their Paving and Lighting Act, and to erect gas- 
works themselves. 

In June, 1870, a committee of the local board, who had been appointed for 
the purpose, reported in favour of the scheme. 

In July, 1870, the company made the local board an alternative offer either 
to charge the old rate of £3 1€s. per street-lamp, or to submit to a price to be 
fixed by arbitration in the manner prescribed by section 38 of the Gravesend 
Gas Act, 1863, or to supply the public lamps on the“ average meter” system, 
as prescribed by sections 41 to 44 of the Folkestone Act, 1866. None of these 
offers were accepted by the local board, who determined instead to advertise for 
tenders and plans for new gas-works. Five of the twelve members of the local 
board voted in favour of, and four against this resolution; two members were 
absent, and one declined to vote at ali. ‘Two tenders in answer to advertise- 
ments were received in August, 1370, and referred for report to a committee of 
three, but only two acted. the other member having <leclined to serve. 

On Aug. 18, the committee repcrted in favour of Mr. Hickmott’s plans, and 
upon these being submitted to the local board for their adoption, four 
voted in favour of, three against, four were absent, and one did not vote at all. 

At this meeting a proposal was made by one of the local board, but not 
seconded, that an offer of £3 8s. 2d. per street-lamp should be made to the 
company. 

In October it was proposed that the local board should apply to this deparc- 
ment for sanction to borrow £5000, the estimated cost of the new works, and 
this was carried by six to five, one of tke local board being absent. 

I think it right to set out these preliminary proceedings at length, because 
they show clearly that there has never been anything like unanimity in the 
Sheerness Local Board with respect to the erection of independent gas- works, 
and that not a single resolution with respect to this, from first to last, has ever 
been supported by a majority of the whole board. 

The Sheerness Paving and Lighting Act, by the 67th and following sections, 
which are still in force, gives the local board the needful powers to erect gas- 
works, but the limits of the district to which this Act relates were by section 
26 detined to extend to Blue Town and Mile ‘own only. Hence the area under 
the local Act of 1829 is considerably smaller than that of the local board 
district. If, therefore, the local board became the proprietors of gas-works, they 
could only use their powers under the local Act within the limits defined by 
section 26. A glance at the annexed tracing will show the respective areas of 
the two districts. 

The attention of the local board was called by this department to the 
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_ when sanction. to 


diserepancy: between the boundaries of the: two districts, 
borrow for the erection of works was first asked for. Their answer 
was that 26 of the Act of 1829 was repealed. This is so, but it is elear 


that none of the powers of the local Act can possibly apply beyond the limits 
which were originally defined by the Act itself, so that, pase, the powers 
of the local board to supply even their own public lamps would be limited to 
those of their district which are known as Blue Town and Mile Town. 

I on one side the question of selling gas to private consumers, because it is 
on the one ground of economy in lighting the public lamps that the local board 
have made their application for sanction to borrow money to erect independent 
gas-works, 

No evidence whatever was brought forward by the local board to show that 
the private consumers of the district were badly supplied with gas by the exist- 
ing company, whilst the memorial (marked B) expresses the satisfaction of the 
ratepayers with the ch and general management of the existing mene. 

The chairman and clerk of the local board admitted that if the latter could 
establish gas-works of their own it was their intention to compete with the 
present company in supplying private consumers. I cannot think that such a 
proceeding is justifiable, or that this department would sanction a course by 
which a local board could raise capital at the expense of the ratepayers, and 
spend it in a contest with an existing gas company, the capital of which is 
mainly in the hands of residents in the district. 

The present company have existed since 1857, and have expended £24,000 
on the purchase of works and plant of a former company, which had existed 
since 1833, or in the erection of works and plant of theirown. Moreover they 
have a pill in Parliament in the present session, the clauses of which appear to 
give the local board, as the representatives of the ratepayers of their district, 
all reasonable protection against overcharge for the public lighting or unfairness 
as to the mode of supply. And the insertion of these clauses appears to me to 
indicate that the present company do not wish to exact extravagant rates from 
the local board for the public lamps. 

If, however, the loca] board are not satisfied with the clauses as they stand, 
they may probably by pressure obtain better terms than those proposed by the 
gas company. 

In any case I do not consider that the local board have shown either just or 
sufficient cause why they should be empowered to raise money for the erection 
of independent works. 

I beg, therefore, to recommend that the sanction to borrow £5000 for this 
purpose, which the local board asked for in their memorial of Nov. 17, 1870, be 
refused.—I have, &c., ArnoLp TAYLOR. 





Dr. WHITMORE'S REPORT ON THE QUALITY CF THE GASSUPPLIEDIN ST. 
MARYLEBONE, IN FeBRuARY, 1871:— 
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Imperial Company’s gas . 


er 16°57 | 17-48 | 15°81 28°51 11°62 | 36°48) 2°31 None. 
Chartered Company’s common 


gas 16°42 | 16°86 | 16°04 | 38°78 16°38 | 31°42 | 2°86 None, 
Chartered Company’s cannel gas | 23°61 ee 13°87 | 30°29 | 2°74 None, 





Mean of daily readings of barometer. . . . 29°87 


thermometer. . 53°8. 


’ . 5 
» Each observation consists of 10readings of the photometer, atintervalsofone minute. 


The mean illuminating power of the Imperial Company’s gas was equal to that 
of 164 sperm candles, and ranged from 15°81 to 17°48 candles: on sixteen 
occasions it exceeded 16 candles ; and on three other occasions it exceeded 17 
candles. The mean quantity of sulphur found in 100 cubic feet of the gas was 
36°48 grains, and of ammonia 2°31 grains. The former impurity was large, and 
exceeded that found in either of the other two gases. The mean light of the 
Chartered common gas was about 163 sperm candles, and ranged from 16°04 to 
16°86 candles. The sulphur found was 31°42 grains, and ammonia 2°86 grains. 
The cannel gas gave a mean light equal to 233 sperm candles, and ranged from 
23°11to 25°35 candles. Inthisgas the quantity of sulphur impurity amounted to 
30°29grains, and of ammonia to 2°74 grains. On no occasion was sulphuretted 
hydrogen detected in either of the gases. The pressure of all was good. The 
above results were obtained from the gas manufactured by the Imperial Company, 
at their Fulham works, and from the Chartered Company’s gas, manufactured 
at their works, Horseferry Road, Westminster. 


Dx. WHITMORE’s REPORT ON THE QUALITY OF THE WATER SUPPLIED IN 
St.MARYLEBONE, IN FEBRUARY, 1871:— 


| Total Solid Matterinde-|* Loss by Incineration of 








grees or grains per Solid Matterin pre- | Am- 
FEBrRvary, 1871 Imperial! gallon. vious column. monia. 
A ° 
~~ Feb., 1870. | Feb., 1871. | Feb., 1870. | Feb., 1871. | 
DistilledWater . . 0° 0° 0° | 0° | e 
West Middlesex water 20°08 20°14 0°96 | 0°90 | _ 
Grand Junction water. 20°56 20°47 0°96 } 0°98 | _ 
' 








* The loss by incineration represents the amount of organic and other volatile | 


matters contained in an Imperial gallon (70,000 grains) of water. 


SALE or Gas SHargs aT Horsuam.—Last week, Mr. Mosten, of the firm 
of Podmore, Mosten, and Sheppard, auctioneers, of Horsham and Croydon, sold, 


at the King’s Head, Horsham, thirteen £20 shares in the first capital of the | 


Horsham Gas Company, which realized £449 10s., being an average price of 
£34 10s. per share,and £189 10s., above their nominal value. Immediately after 


the above were disposed of, several £10 shares in the Crawley Gas Company | 
were brought to the hammer, and sold for £77, an average price of £11 per share, | 


and £7 above the nominal value. 


PorTRAIT OF THE LorD Mayor.—M. Rudolf Lehmann has prepared for the 
approaching Exhibition at the Royal Academy a likeness of the present Lord Mayor, 

r. Alderman Dakin, late chairman of the Great Central Gas Company. The 
portrait, which is very lifelike, is a half length of the full size of nature, and is 
intended for the hall of the Chartered Gas Company. The Lord Mayor is repre- 
sented in his full robes of office. 


Tue Water Suppiy oF THE MeErropo.is.—At the last meeting of the 
Metropolitan Board of Works, a report from the Parliamentary Committee was 
presented on the bill brought in by Mr. Shaw Lefevre, expressing a general 
satisfaction with the provisions of the bill. The consideration of the report was 
postponed until the next meeting. The Marylebone Vestry, we may mention, 

















have lost no thee  peteting seanaly sod unanimously against the bill ag 
unnecessary, and ated to put owners and occupiers to ». While 
inflicting increased burdens upon the ratepayers, from which no sufficient com- 
peas advantages would be derived. vestry resolved to ) ogee against 

e bill, and have requested the borough members to present the petition and 
oppose the bill. 

Bricuton Gas.—The following report from the borough gas analyst, Mr. 
Edward Moore, was presented by the Gas Committee at the last meeting of the 
Town Council:— 

The Hove Gas Company, 
Eight observations gave an average value equalto. . . . 14°41 in standard candles, 
The highest valuewas. . . . . . «6 + © «© © o « 1461 ms - 
EE a ee o oS 
The proportion of sulphur in 100 cubic feet of gas was 28 grains. 

The Black Rock Company. 
Eight observations gave an average value equalto. . . . 14°37 in standard candles, 
Thahighest value was. . «.- 6 o «0 eo 2 © o 0 LW 90 "a 
See eee eee yn dt 
The proportion of sulphur in 100 cubic feet of gas was 18 grains. 

Remark.—The gas from both companies has maintained a high illuminating value 
during the month. 

On the proceedings of the Gas Committee appeared a minute, that Mr. Henry 
Stevens, the special auditor appointed by the corporation, pursuant to the 21st 
section of the Brighton and Hove General Gas Company’s Act, presented his 
report of the result of the audit of the company’s accounts for the past year 
and the year 1869. His report stated, “The company’s returns for the year 
ended Dec. 31, 1870, amount to £43,942 1s. 7d., which is an increase of £4361 
1s. 11d. upon the preceding year; after paying all costs and charges of pro- 
duction, of repair and maintenance of plant and services, and incidental charges, 
the company has made a profit upon the year of £13,378 11s. 6d., which is thus 
accounted for:— 

Dividend to the proprietors of the rate of 7 per 


cent. perannum . “gh ne tit as! - £8,266 0 8 
Carried to depreciation account . . . . . 3,231 8 9 
(Last year this item amounted to £1739 
11s. 2d. 
Added to balance carried forward . . . . 1,876 2 1 


Se ee ye ee £13,373 11 6 
And the reserve-fund has been increased during the year from other sources 
from £2134 16s. 4d. to £8726 7s.” 


LIGHTING OF THE RoyaL ALBERT HALL —We lately gave an account of the 
Royal Albert Hall and its great organ. We now propose to state how this 
monster building is to be lighted. On our last visit, we perceived hanging from 
the girders in the glass ceiling pendants, each supporting a gas star of 21 jets ; 
of these perdants and stars there were 150. We now notice these have all been 
removed, and in their place there is to be, first, aring of stars at the centre 
opening of the roof, placed so as to light each other; and, second, there are 
being placed 30 pendants nearer the circumference and beyond the glass portion 
of the ceiling ; each of these pendants is to terminate with five stars at a 
considerable distance from each other. It was found almost impossible to light 
these jets, consisting in all of 4210, by any other means than by electricity, and 
this has been put into the hands of Mr. Ladd, of Beak Street, Regent Street, to 
carry into effect, and will be done as follows:—Mr. Ladd will use one of his 
improved inductoriums, worked by a small battery, and apparatus will be 
used to convey the spark to the different gas stars, five of which will be lighted 
at the same instant, and as there are thirty of these sets of five, each jet will 
be connected with separate screws ; the switch or hand lever will be moved 
from one to the other in rapid succession, so that the whole of these 4210 jets 
will be lighted in a very short space of time, say in about 10 seconds. ‘This 
is the most extensive gas lighting by ¢lectricity ever attempted, and we believe 
the time is not far distant when most of our great public buildings will be lighted 
by similar means. It is only right to say the electrical work has to be executed 
to the satisfaction of Professor Abel, of the Royal Arsenal, and to whose chief 
assistant, Mr. Brown, some valuable suggestions are due. There are, of course, 
a great number of other gas-burners, the principle of which is a cluster of jets 
in each of the thirty alcoves of the picture gallery, but these will be lighted by 
the ordinary means. There is no doubt that the brilliancy will be very great, 
and the effect such as to satisfy every cesire.— Mechanics Magazine. 


Tue A. B. C. SEWAGE Process at THE LEAMINGTON WorkKs.—At the 
meeting of the local board last week, a warm discussion took place in reference 
to the A. B. C, sewage process as in operation at the Leamington works, and 
some exceedingly strong censures were passed on the system in consequence of 
the nuisance it created. The discussion arose on an intimation that Mr. Nicks, 
clerk of the works in connexion with the buildings for irrigation purposes, had 
written a letter requesting immediate attention to the matter. At first it was 
proposed not to read Mr. Nicks’s letter, lest it should occasion unnecessary 
alarm, but Mr. Bright having warmly protested against what he termed 
“ smuggling ” the document, it was read. Mr. Nicks stated that if the stench 
arising from the A. B. C. drying process was not abated, the irrigation works 
must stop, as none of the men would work, and it was not fit for them to do so. 
On the 17th, one of the men was sent home. Mr. Bright referred to the board 
having received a month ago a promise from Mr. Rawson, general manager of 
the company, that the nuisance should be abated, which had not been the case. 
On the strength of Mr. Rawson’s statement that the new drying process, 
as practised at Hastings, would effectually prevent any nuisance, the board 
allowed the company to continue in possession of the works; but they 
were still carried on in a not innoxious state, and preparations were 
being made for another drying-shed which would just double the nui- 
sance., On the previous evening he went to the works, and returned home ill. 


| Mr. Alex. Johneon pointed out that when the workmen got on a level with the 
| chimney which emitted the noxious effluvia they would be unable to continue at 


work. Mr. Nicks was called in, and in reply to the chairman he said that the 
nuisance, which on Wednesday and Friday was intolerable, had since been 
abated. It occurred twice or thrice a week, but when he complained it was 
removed, Mr. Bright said that this matter must be amended, not condoned. 
Mr. Nicks said if it was not abated, he must resign his appointment. Mr. Brad- 
shaw would not be surprised if all the men struck, and left their work. The 
surveyor said the officials explained to him that the stench arose from an accident. 
Mr. Bright said that was the old tale, and he did not believe a word of it. If an 
epidemic broke out in the town on account of the works, the Board of Health 
would be responsible. Mr. Haddon urged that the time had arrived when the board 
must adopt the most vigorous measures for abating the nuisance. In reply to Mr. 
Haddon, the clerk said he did not know what power the board had to carry out 
that object, unless they could prove that the Native Guano Company were not 
carrying out the A. B. C. process, in which case they could give them three days 
notice to determine the tenancy. Mr. Bradshaw thought that would be a difficult 
step, and that the system was changed from week to week, and was a mere 
experiment. Mr. Bright said there would be no difficulty in proving that 
the company were not carrying out the A. B. C. patent. Mr. Wacknill 
agreed with Mr. Bright. Mr. Bright strongly condemned the drying 
process. The clerk advised the board, as the company would only re- 
main at the works two months longer, to make the best of their bargain, 2 
they would be in a still greater difficulty if they sought to eject the company. 
He had learnt from Mr. Rawson that if the board resorted to litigation the com- 
pany were likely to do the same, as they had counsel's opinion that they could 











nm 








les, 


alue 


ry 
‘ist 
his 
ear 
362 
rO- 
es, 
1u8 


2e€8 


his 


Her RH eS & 


7" wy ww FF 


sv S69 














March 28, 1873.} 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY. IMPROVEMENT. 


243 





obtain an injunction against the board for having taken possession of so much 
— the works that ee ae ee a 
cess. board might, therefore, have two suits on hand. 

chairman (Dr. Thomson) said there could be no doubt that the A. B. C. system 
oceasioned a t nuisance, and one whichif ted would annoy residents, 
and prove d us to health, They should leave nothing untried to remove 


the nuisance, which if not abated must result in stopping the works. Mr. 
Lyon tho ht the board might allow the company to try the result of finishing 
their new drying-sheds. Mr. Bright ee fe ected to the company having 
permission to make further experiments. % Haddon argued that the com- 
pavy having failed from time to time to keep their promise, the board could not 
longer tolerate the nuisance. The strongest measures should at once be taken. 
He suggested that legal action should be deferred till a special meeting to con- 
sider the clerk’s report on the legal bearings of the case. The clerk suggested 
that he should write to the company, informing them that the most vigorous 
measures would be taken if the nuisance were not immediately abated 
This suggestion was adopted. ; 








Register of Hety Patents. 


APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 

636.—JoRGEN DanreL Larsen, of 1, the Avenue, Blackheath, in the co. of 
Kent, civil engineer, for ‘‘Zinprovements in lamps for volatilized fiuids,’’ 
March 10, 1871. 

637.—JoHN CHAMPNEY Botuams, of Salisbury, in the co. of Wilts, civil engi- 
neer, for “‘ Improvements in the construction, of pipes for the conveyance of 
—- or other fluids.’ March 10, 1871. 

646.—TimorHy Murpuy, of Clonmel, in the co. of Tipperary, Ireland, engi- 
neer, for a in rotatory engines and pumps.” et 11, 1871. 

648.—GzorGE Dominicus Kitror and Prersr BroTHERHOOD, both of 56, 
Compton Street, Clerkenwell, in the co. of Middlesex, engineers, for ‘‘ Jm- 
provements in apparatus for steering vessels, parts of which are applicable to 
valves for regulating the flow ¢ fluids.” March 11, 1871. 

654.—GzorGre EskHoimeE, of Rotherham, in the co, of York, engineer, for 
‘* Improvements in water-closets.’’ March 11, 1871. 

673.—AnDREW Barcuay, of Kilmarnock, in the co. of Ayr, N.B., for ** Jm- 
provements in coking coal and generating gas for heating and other purposes, 
and in the apparatus employed therefor.’’ March 14, 1871. 

685.—ALFRED Ty or, of 2, Newgate Street, in the City of London, brass- 
founder, for ‘‘ Improvements in valve apparatus for regulating the discharge 
of liquids.”” March 145, 1871. 

702.—Coxin MATHER, of the firm of Messrs. Mather and Platt, of Salford, in 
the co. of Lancaster, engineer, for “An improved mode of and apparatus for 
combining inflammable gas with air.’’ March 16, 1871. 

704.—PHINEHAS BARNEs, jun., of Troy, New York, U.S.A., now of 8, South- 
ampton Buildings, London, for ‘‘ Improvements in couplings for hose and 
other pipes.”” March 16, 1871. 

714.—JosEPH SALTER OLVER, of Victoria Road, Kentish Town, London, civil 
engineer, for ‘* Improvements in urinals and lavatories, and for regulating 
the supply and discharge of water and other liquids to and from the same.” 
March 17, 1871. 

717.—WiILuIAM Purvis WILson, of Addiscombe, in the co. of Surrey, for “* Jm- 
provements in apparatus used in the manufacture of gas, and in the utiliza- 
tion of residual products arising therefrom, parts of which improvements are 
also applicable to other purposes.”” March 17, 1871. 

729.—JoHN RicHARDSON Wi1GHAM, of Albany House, Monkstown, in the co. of 
Dublin, Ireland, for “ mr, seared in the mode of and apparatus for illu- 
minating lighthouses and beacons, and also other localities where signal lights 
are employed.” March 18, 1871. 

746.—JouHN Buscu, of Oldham, in the ce. of Lancaster, gas engineer, for ‘‘ Jm- 
£ —_ ts in apparatus for regulating the pressure and flow of gas.” March 

\ . 


748.—WiLt1AM CAMPBELL EyTon, of the Albert Iron-Works, Warrington, in 
the co. of Lancaster, engineer, for ‘* Improvements in apparatus for consuming 
gas, part of which is applicable for regulating and measuring the pressure of 
steam and other fluids.”’ March 20, 1871. 


GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 

395.—Joun Writ11aM Beastry, of Greyhound Cottage, Lea Bridge Road, in 
the co. of Essex, for ‘An improved ball-valve or tap for regulating the supply 

of liquids, water, steam, gas, or other fluids.” Feb. 16, 1871. 

499.—Wrirtax Jackson, of the city of Norwich, in the co. of Norfolk, engi- 
neer, for ‘‘ Improvements in equilibrium pumps.’ Feb. 24, 1871. 

556.—James BANNEHR, of Great Queen Street, in the city of Westminster, and 
Henry Mattuews, of Gower Street, in the co. of Middlesex, for ‘‘ Improve- 
ments in treating coal for the manufacture of gas and fuel therefrom.” 
March 2, 1871. 

572.—CHARLES ForsTER CoTTERILL, of Cannock, in the co. of Stafford, gentle- 
man, and Grorce Brppie, of Cannock aforesaid, plumber, for ‘* Improve- 
ments in attaching taps or stop-cocks to water, gas, steam, and other pipes for 
making connexions therewith, and in apparatus to be employed for that pur- 
pose.” March 3, 1871. 

576.—Joun DunkKLEy, of Adelaide Villas, Park Road, Teddington, in the co. of 
Middlesex, builder, for “‘ Jmprovements in sewers and the treatment and dis- 
tribution of sewage manure.” March 3, 1871. 

595.—ARNOLD BUDENBERG, of the firm of Schaffer and Budenberg, of Lower 
King Street, in the city of Manchester, in the co. of Lancaster, for ‘‘ Jmprove- 
ments in pumps.’ A communication. March 6, 1871. 

596,—JoHNn Horton, of 620, Broadway, New York, U.S.A., but at present re- 
siding at 113, Hagley Road, Edgbaston, in the co. of Warwick, manufacturer, 
for ‘* Improvements in gaseliers, sliding gas-pendants, and sliding gas- 
brackets.’’ March 6, 1871. 

646.—TrmoTuy Murpuy, of Clonmel, in the co. of Tipperary, Ireland, engi- 
neer, for ‘* Improvements in rotatory engines and pumps.”’ March 10, 1871. 

648.—GEORGE minicus Kirrog and Prerer BrorHEernHoon, both of 56, 
Compton Street, Clerkenwell, in the co. of Middlesex, engineers, for ‘‘ Im- 
provements in apparatus for steering vessels, parts of which are applicable to 
valves for regulating the flow of flucds.’’ March 11, 1871. : 

654.—Gzorce Eskuoime, of Rotherham, in the co, of York, engineer, for 
‘‘ Improvements in water-closets.” March 11, 1871. 


NOTICES TO PROCEED. 

2959.—Epwarp PrimEeRos— HowarD VauGuHan, of 54, Chancery Lane, in the 
co. of Middlesex, patent agent, for ‘‘ Improvements in the construction of and 
in the methods of working gas-engines.” A communication. Nov, 10, 1870. 

2972.—RicuaRrp PotTer PEarn and Frank Ketsey Pearn, both of Man- 
chester, in the co. of Lancaster, for “‘ Improvements in machinery for raising 
and forcing fluids.’ Nov. 12, 1870. ‘ M 

3049.—ALFRED VincenT NewTon, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the co. of Middle- 
sex, mechanical htsman, for “‘ Jmprovements in condensers for steam- 
pumps.’’ Acommunication. Nov. 2], 1870. 

90.—SamvurEL Brorners Darwin, of Shrewsbury, in the co. of Shropshire, for 
a in apparatus used in the manufacture of gas.”’ Jan. 13, 1871. 

$29.—Bzvan GrorGe Storer, of Northfleet, in the co. of Kent, chemical engi- 








| 


neer, and Frrix Jean Josxps W. of Brussels, in the ki of 
» industrial engineer, for “ Ti s in the treatment of sewage 
other faecal matters.” Feb. 8, 1871. 
443,—GrorGE EvereicH, of 16, Asylum Road, Peckham, in the co. of Surrey, 
consulting chemist, for ‘‘ Improvements in the manufacture and — 
of gas, and in certain pants of the apparatus employed therein.’’ Feb. 21, 


1871. 
472.—GEORGE HasELtIn£, of Southampton Buildings, London, for ‘‘ Jmprove- 


ments in apparatus for carburetting atmospheric air.’ A communication, 
Feb, 22, 1871. 


— Share List of Metropolitan Gus Comp anies. 












































Number) ¢ & Amount | Dividend 
. : Latest 
a } 22 Name or Company. pe we P- p Cent. p. Quotations. 
issued. | < 2 y 
| £ | £3 aj, 8. a. & 

8000 | 20 | Anglo-Romano . ... . .{/20 0 Of10 @ 0} 22— 23 

5000 «20 Bahia(Limited) . . ..../20 0 9[ 38 0 0] 183—14 

1006 | 20 | Do., preference . . . . .|20 0 Of 10 0 0; 25— 26 

750 | 20 | Do.,do., redeemable . . ./|20 9 Of 10 0 0| 20— 22 

40000 | 5 | Bombay(Limited) . . .. .{ 5 0 0] 410 0] 6j— 7 

10000; 5 | Do.,thirdissue . . . ..| 4 0 Of 410 0| 14—jpm. 

10000 | 20 British (Limited). . . . . .|20 0 0}]10 0 0} 31j— 324 
| | (Norwich, Hull-Sculcoates, Han- 
| ley, Tunstall & Shelton [Pot- 
teries], Trowbdge., & Holywil.) 

7500 | 20 | Cagliari(Limited) . . . . ./20 0 0} 7 00 
112000 | 10 Chartered. . ..... 1/1000) 9 00) 15—16 

10000 ; 10 | Do., B shares, 4 per cent.max. | 10 0 0} 4 0 0 — 7 

25000 | 10 | Do., 5 per cent. preference. .| 10 @ 0] 5 0 0} 123— 13f 
20000 | 10 | Do., 10 per cent.preference. .| 10 9 0/10 © 0; 19j— 20 
17490 | 25 ouniveaa ~ we oe ow oo oh Oe CHW 6 0] 2— 
20000 | 20 | ContimentalUnion. . . . . ./20 0 Of 8 0 O| 25 — 26 
10000 | 20 i «. « «<< « 4 «fh 2 0:68 8 8.4 +m. 

5213 | 20 Do., preference . ... .|20 0 0} 7 0 0 — 27 

' (France: Strasbg., Cette, Nismes, 
Montargis, Vienne, Roanne, 
Beaucaire, Rueil, Albi. Italy: 
Milan, Genoa, Parma, Modena, 
| Alessandria, Messina.) 

5000 «10 Crystal Palace District. . . .|10 0 0}10 0 0| 16—17 

5000 10 | »,preference . ..../1000]/600; l—12 

604410 Do.,newshares ,. . .../10 00700; U—1l2 

3956 10 | sais ihe 6 o & » He 100 700 --— 14 

4000 | 50 | Equitable © : |: 2?) 3] [}50 0 Of 10 0 0} 9—92 

4000 25 Do.,newshares , . . . ./25 00/10 0 0; 44— 46 
23406 | 10 | European(Limited). . . . ./10 0 Oj} 11 @ 0/ 15j~ 16 
12000 §=610 Do.,mewshares . ...., 5 ¢@0th oO 0) 3$— 3) 

(Boulogne, Amiens, Rouen, Caen, | 
Havre, & Nantes. 

5000. 10 Hong Kong (Limited) . . . .|10 0 07900, i—1 
26000. 50 ee aos 6 GS ele Lae eS Ore es 84 — 86 
26000 | 10 | Do.,newshares ,. . . . .}10 9 G6}10 0 0 16}— 7 
26000 8124 | Do.,newshares . . . . .|1210 ©} 7 0 0} 15j— 16 
25000 | 124 Do., new shares, 1870 . . .| 5 0 GO} 7 0 0} 2-2 

1300 | 100 eames «© 5 6 8 © * £100 10 0 O| 170 —175 
56000 | 50 | Imperial Continental. . . . .| 4315 Of 9 2 6| 65 — 67 

| (Amsterdam, Berlin,Ghent, Han- 
| over, Lille, Rotterdam, Aix- 

la-Chapelle, Antwerp, Bor- 
| deaux, Brussels, Cologne, 

| Frankfort-on-Maine, Haar- 
} lem, Stolberg, Toulouse, & 
| | Vienna.) 

400 | 100 | Imperial Mexican (Limited) . . [100 6 0 nil. 

200 | 100 | mee ow « «+ ee os sets nil. 

3000 | 40 | Independent . . . .. . .|40 0 Of.10 0 0} 67 — 69 

3000 10 | Cer. . ah ; 10 0 015 00| 7h— 8 

3000 20 BPG «cee ae ow i so Oe CCRT & 3— 4pm. 

7188 | 50 | London. . . ..... .|50 0 0710 0 0 85 — 87 

5610 25 | Do., Ist preference, . . .|25 0 Of 6 O O]| 28}— 293 

503 | 50 | Do.,2nd preference. . . .|50 0 0} 6 0 0 

214 50 | Do., 3rd preference. . . .|50 0 0) 6 0 0 
£18781 | 100 | Do., Ist preference stock . . {100 0 0] 6 0 0 
£11828 | 100 | Do., 2nd preference stock . . 100 0 0} 5 0 O 

Nictheroy, Brazil (Limited) . . 

15000 | 5 | Maltaand Mediterranean (Limited); 5 0 0} 410 0 34— +3} 

6000 5 | Do., preference . ....{/ 5900; 70 0 4j— 5 
20000 | 5 Mauritius (Limited): . 1 | .| 2 0 0 7— 3 
30000 | 5 | Oriental(Caleutta) . . . . ., 5 0 0)10 0 0 8— 84 
30000 | 5 | Do.,newshares . . . . .| 210 0/10 0 O| 13—2pm. 
10000 5 | Ottoman (Limited) ..... | 500 nil. ij— 2 
14000 | 10 Para (Limited). . . . .../10 0 OF 8 0 O} lL—12 
27000 20 Deans 6 + & 6 ee ch Le eee ee 344— 353 

5600 | 100 Do.,new ...... .-.}|40 0 OF} 710 0} 53 — 55 
144000 8k > 0+ $5¢ee cn oh Ee 5 0 0 87 — 89 

5000 ee a Gg |}20 0 0)10 0 0 32h— 334 

20 | Riode Janeiro (Limited) . . .| 20 0 0/10 0 0} 28}— 29% 

6959 5 Singapore (Limited). . . ..| 500)}700 

2000 5 Do., preference .... . 5 0 04, 710 0 

1500 $2, | Shanghai . ...... .|8210 0/12 0 0 

4000 50 South Metropolitan . . , . .|50 0 0)10 0 0} 89— 91 

4000 12 es - s, «. « ‘ / 1210 0;10 0 0 214— 225 
20000 «12 Do., new shares , 210 0}10 0 0 5—6 pm. 
15000 10 | Surrey Consumers . ., , . .'10 0 0}10 0 0 16 — 17 
10000 10 | Do.,new . .... . .{| 6 0 0] 10 O O| 43—5ipm 

9000 4 | United General (Limerick) . | 400,500 23— 2 

1500 10 Wandsworth and Putney . 10 0 0/10 0 0 1i— 124 

1500 10 | ii... ws eS 10 0 0 710 0 

1819 10 | Do. . | 10 0 0 710 0 

1138 | 10 | ae | 5 00] 710 0 
20000 | 10 Western (Limited) A shares 10 0 O10 0 O| 17— 18 
10000 | 10 | Do., B shares . » « 9 0 0}10 0 0|6—7 pm 
10000 | 10 Do.,C shares. . . . | 9 0 0}10 0 0|6—7 pm 
20000 | 10 Do., D shares . . . . | 1 0 0} 10 O 0} 23—3 pm. 
16000 S | Pea. ws ew ew ws wl 8 O04 8 OD 6§— 7 
10000 | 5 Do.,newshares . . . . .| 100)/800/ W— Wb 

551 | 10 | West London Junction (Limited), | 10 0 0} 6 0 0 

520} 10 | Do., preference . . ...}/10 00} 60 0 

Price Current. 
FREIGHTS. 

Coastwise—Newcastle:— Per Ton. Foreign :— Per Keel, 
Chathamand Rochester. . . . + 68.94 | Barcelona. . « « + « «© © «© « £19 108 
ak o.6 we &. en 2 He e © 9 - | Bordeaux. . . + 2« 2« ec eee 9 @ 
Dover, Folkestone,and Ramsgate. . 7 0 Boulogneand Calais . . « « «+ « 70 
i + +. e. s @ 0.0 >» 2 Ort Sn co. 0.6% ¢ o ieee 
ExeterQuay. . . «© «+ © © « « 8 6 Crometag@t. . «© 1. >= ec ee 0 o W@ 
Ipswich . « © + © © © © @ 6 0 Copenhagen. . . ». «+ «+ + « 810 
London (from Leith) . . . « « OO |) Gis «0s 6 es oo «os BS 
Lenden (Feel). ». - + o « « © © 6 | Bamburg. « . ce ee ec ene 8 
Lowestoft and Yarmouth. . ... 5 6 HavredeGrace. . . «+ © «© + «© 716 
Por th & Southampton. . . 7 6 Leghorn . ee - 1710 
Plymouth. . ». 0 © «© es eo « $8 6 | Lisbon. =" - 0 @ 
Shoreham . . + 2© © «© + « 7 6 Rotterdam . . 7% 
Whitstable . oe eees ee RE Stettin . ce wren = 
Weymouth . «+ + +e 2e «© « 8 O Telestse, «© cc cee cee « BS 

_—_ Venice . . 1. © ee ew oe © « OO 
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GAS COALS. 
Newcastle—Unsereened :-— 
Haswelis, Nettlesworth Primrose ,and South Pelaw 


Per Ton. | 
Pi. ee ek eee T 
Felling, Framwell Gate, North Pelton, Redheugh Main, Walker’s Primrose, West : 
Wear, and Whitwell Primrose . . . 7 6 


Burnhope, Craghead, Charlaw, Derwent, ‘Kast Castle, Edmondsley, Eighton Moor, 


Hartlepoo! Pelaw, Holmside, Lambton's Gas, Lanchester Pelaw, Medomsley, 
Mickley, New Pelaw, Pelaw Main, Ravensworth, Seaham, South Moor Pelton, | 
south Leverson, Townley Main, Tyne Main, West Pelaw, Wearmouth Hutton, | 


and Witton . « . 


PReareth, Ravensworth Pelaw, Waldridge, West Garesfield,and West Pelton. . . « 
Braneepeth, Dean's Primrose, Londonderry Gas, New Pelton, Pelton, South 
Peareth, Stella, Urpeth, Washington Hutton, and West Leverson. . « 





rs ter ters 


car wo 


THE 


OF HAMILTON’S 


LESMAHAGOW 
| CANN BE iL COAL. 





Ramsay's Newcastle Cannel . . . « + . HH isl SA ce) eee Vee ay et) 2) a 

Wigan Cannel (ut Liverpool). . « «+ + * © © © © © © © © © © © #© © @ 
Welsh Cannel :— s R ; L E sS s E E s : 

‘Coppa Cannel (on rails at Birkenhead), 13s. 6d.; ditto (on railsat Connah’sQuay) . . 13 0 Y 
Scotch Cannel, f.0.d. :— PerTon. Scotch Cannel, f.0.b.:— PerTon. W 

Roghead—at Borman, 61s. éd.; at Leith 48.20 Arniston (at Leith). oe 8 ee ed 21s.0d THE NITSHILL & LESMAHAGO COAL COMPAN ‘ 

Wes eS sk ead te es BG Wemyss (at Wemyss’. . . + « « 20 

iKirkness, best (at Burntisland). . - = : — Co.’s Haywood (at Gran- ae 

Capeldrac, Ist quality (atditro) . . 22 ices ¢ € o * oe s ‘ 

Ditto, 2nd ditto (at ditto). ree WS Pirnie, or Methill - tae = 17 0 OFFICE: L CE 

Cowdenbeath (at ditto) . . « « « 2 401 n’s© t ‘i ee 

Lochgelly (atditto) . . . +. -.- 12306 Grange ditto (at Bridgeness), . . . 17 6 V A 

Dounibristie-vat Burntisland, 12s.; at ‘6 ae ory a (at Bo'ness}. ww 4 : { 3 7; S » 2 INCE NT Pp > 

We is st oe wo ew ee BR yles’ditto . . « « © © + » « 2! \ 
Auchinheath Lesmahago (atGranton). 27 —- deer —e ee = : | G L A Ss G O W . 
Duke of Hamilton's Lesmahago (at memark (at Glasgow) . . « + « B ~ ra 
werent) ny et a7 @ | Elphinstone Tower (at Leith) | : : 200 | Where all communications are requested to be addressed. 





FLETCHER, SPECK, & CO., 
CONTRACTING GAS ENGINEERS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS, 


GLENGALL 


|RON-WORKS, - 
MILLWALL, LONDON, E., | 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


RATCLIFF FOUNDRY, 
COMMERCIAL ROAD EAST, LONDON, E., 


‘TELESCOPIC and SINGLE GASHOLDERS, TANKS, PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, and every description 
of GAS-MAKING APPARATUS. IRON MAIN-PIPES supplied and laid. RETORTS, MOUTHPIECES, 
CROSS-BARS, RETORT-LIDS, VALVES, WROUGHT-IRON TUBES, and FITTINGS. Wrought and 


‘Cast Iron Hydraulic Mains. 


LAMP-POSTS, COLUMNS, GIRDERS, BRIDGES, <c. 


CORRUGATED IRON ROOFS & BUILDINGS. 
‘Coke Barrows, Shovels, Scoops, Bolts & Nuts, Cotters, &c., kept in Stock. 





“METER LIFE BOOK,” 
By R. P. KEYS, Accountant, 26, BUDGE ROW, LONDON, E.C. 
Specimen Sheets, Illustrated, 33. 6d.; will be 5s. shortly. 


2nd Edition. 


Has been adopted in England, Scotland, and Ireland. 


Simplest plan that has been projected. 





WANTED. by the Advertiser, a situa- 


tion as FITTER, or to repair, prove, or fix gas- | 


‘meters, ‘Town or country. 


ANTED, an engagement as Manager, 
or SECRETARY and MANAGER, to a Gas Com- 
pany. The Advertiser has had over 12 years experience in 


Address G. L., 65, Alscot Road, Grange Road, Ber-| the management of Gas-Works and gas accounts. 


mondsey, Lonpon. 





ACCOUNTANT AND CHIEF CLERK WANTED. 
ANTED, by a Gas Company in South 


Wales, an experienced person as ACCOUNTANT 


and CHIEF CLERK, who thoroughly understands the | 
system of book-keeping by double entry, the preparation of | 


acconnts, and the general routine of a Gas-Works Office. 
Security and the highest testimonials required. Salary 
£150 per annum. 


Apply immediately to S. W., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt | gine e 
| assist in putting the work together personally.—znd. A 
| steady, sober, and competent PIPE-LAYER, to work 


Court, FLerr Street, E.C. 


Address X. A. B., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Freer Strext, E.C. 


TO FOREMEN OF WATER-WORKS & PIPE-LAYERS. 


ED, for the Government Water- 
Works, St. Vincent, West Indies—1st. A steady, 
sober, experienced working FOREMAN of WORKS. 


Experienced in pipe-laying, putting together tanks, hy- 


drants, sluices, water-pillars, and the usual fittings for 
Water-Works, under the superintendence of the Colonial 
Engineer. He will have to superintend other men, and to 


ANTED, a situation ‘in a Gas-Work, | under the before-named foreman, and to make himself 


or Gas Engineer’s Office. Advertiser has had | 


several years practical experience in the manufacture of | 


gas, and is a good draughtsman; accustomed tothe design | 
of new works. 
Address R. C. P., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, | 
Fu rer Strerv, E.C. 
. . | 
WANTED. a situation as Manager or 
FOREMAN of a Gas-Work. The Advertiser is 
59 years of age, and has had 18 years practical experience 
in the manufacture and distribution of gas, laying mains | 
and services, and the inspection and repair of meters. | 
Lacellent testimonials. 
Address J. C. A., 19, Dorset Street, Bradford, Yorx- | 


Wy ANTED, for the Workington Gas- 
Works, a practical WORKING GAS ENGINEER, 
competent to prepare plans for extensions, to assist in the 
examination and relaying of mains, repairing of meters, 
and having a thorough knowledge of a Gas-Work in gene- 
ral. Make 12,000,000. 
Address Mr. Askew, Clerk to the Local Board, Working- j 
ou, CUMBERLAND. | 
ANTED, by a perfectly competent 
young Man, a situation as GAS-FITTER. Practi- | 
e ally acquainted with main and service laying, as well as 
interior fitting. 
Address to A. O, F., Messrs. Alexander Wright and Co., | 
55, Millbank Street, Westminster. 


WY ANtTED, a steady, respectable mar- 
ried Man, who thoroughly understands the manu- | 
facture of gas, and is competent to take the GENERAL 
MANAGEMENT of a small gas establishment. 
Applications to be made in writing, stating age, qualifi- 
cations, and testimonials, to W. P. B., 82, Southtown, 
Yarmouth, Norroux. 

















way TED, in three months, a Manager | 
for a Gas- Work where the production is 4,000,000 | 
feet 04 annum, Applicants must possess a practical | 
knowledge of carbonization, retort-setting, main-laving, 
and general fitting. A house, with coal, gas, and water, | 
attached, 

Apply to the Whitchurch and Dodington Gaslight and 
Coke Company, Whitchurch, Sauop, enclosing copy of 
testimonials, age, qualifications, &c., with salary required. 


closing testimonials, must be sent not later than the 30th 
of Mareh, 1871, addressed to Mr. B. P. Wood, Gas-Works, 
Holmfirth, from whom any information may be obtained. 


| Freer Street, E.C. 


| generally useful on such works as may be directed. 


Liberal terms will be paid to good men, and they would 
be engaged for one year certain, and be provided with 
passage out and home, by West India Mail Steamer (2nd 
cabin). 

Applications by letter only, with testimonials and refer- 


| ences to late employers, and rate of pay expected, must be 


sent, on or before the 10th of April next, addressed to the 
Crown Agents for the Colonies, 12, Spring Gardens, 
Lonpon, W.C. 


GAS MANAGER, 


HE Directors of the Holmfirth Gaslight 


| FIELD. 


Company are in want of a WORKING MANAGER | 


Pts | for their works. He must be a competent and steady man. | 
: —_— ______ | Salary liberal. | 


Applications, in the handwriting of the applicant, en- 


8. S. Boorn, Clerk to the Company. 


GENCY Wanted in London, by a Gen- 


tleman who has a very large connexion amongst the 
Gas Companies at home and abroad. He is a thoroughly 
practical engineer, and wishes to undertake the SOLE 
AGENCY for a firm who can manufacture Gasholders, 
&c., to any extent. He represented one of the largest 
firms in England, and is only now open as the firm are 
giving up this class of work. 
Address D. W. C., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, , 





' 

wax TED, a good second-hand Station- 
METER, to pass 25,000 feet of gas per hour. | 

Apply, with full particulars, to Wittiam Lonawonrrm, | 
Gas Offices, Dukinfield, MANCHESTER, 


Was TED, a Copy of the Report of the 
Meeting of the British Association of Gas Managers 
for 1866. Eight Shillings will be paid for the same, if for- 
warded to the Sxcretary of the Association, 42, Parliament 
Street, Lonpon, S.W. 








STATION-METER. 


OR SALE, a Station-Meter to pass 
15,000 cubic ft. per hour, in a handsome square case; 
made in 1854. 
For particulars, apply to Joun Evunson, Gas-Works, 
NorrHampPton, 














TO GAS COMPANIES AND OTHERS. 


WAntep to purchase, two second-hand 
GASHOLDERS, from 40 to 50 ft. in diameter, 
with all necessary connexions. 

Also a second-hand SCRUBBER and CONDENSERS, 
capable of passing 10,000 cubic feet of gas per hour. 

Also a second-hand ENGINE, with apparatus suitable 
for the above. 

Also a second-hand STATION-METER, with all nece- 
sary valves and bye-passes, capable of passing 10,000 cubic 
feet of gas per hour. 

Price for each to be sent to Mr. Purpery, Enfield, 
MrImpLESEx. 

Enfield, March 21, 1871. 


[FOR SALE, CHEAP, Two Cast-iron 
GASHOLDER-TANKS, second hand; one 51} ft. 
diameter by 26 ft. deep, and one 41} ft. diameter by 20 ft. 
deep. These having stood above ground, covered in, are 
as good as new, being complete with strong malleable 
binders. 
Apply to MrLieR anp Co., Ironfounders, EpInBurRGH. 


PURIFIERS. 


N SALE.—Purifiers in Stock, 5ft. by 

2ft. Gin., 6 ft. by 3ft., 6 ft. by 4ft., 6 ft. by 6 ft., Bit. 

by 8 ft., 10 ft. by 10 ft., with or without wood, cast-iron, or 
wronght-iron grids. 

Further particulars to W.C. Hotmes anp Co., HuppErs- 








N SALE, a good second-hand Station- 
METER, to pass 10,000 feet of gas per hour. Inle, 
and outlet, 8 in. Bye-pass. Maker, West and Gregson. 
Apply to Wituram Lonowortn, Gas Offices, Dukinfield 
MANCHESTER. 


0 BE SOLD CHEAP, an excellent 6-in. 
PIPE CONDENSER, complete, with bye-pass valves 
and connexions. ‘The bore is lift. by 2ft. byl8in., and 
is furnished with 16 pipes, 18 ft. long. 
Apply jo T'nomas H. Metuves, Gas-Works, Buny Sr. 
EpMuNDS. 








RHOS GAS-WORKS, NEAR WREXHAM. 


T° BE SOLD by Auction, by Messrs. 

Baugh and Jones, at the Wynnstay Arms, Wrexham, 
in the county of Denbigh, on TUESDAY, the 11th day of 
April, 1571, at Three o’clock in the Afternoon (unless pre- 
viously disposed of by Private Contract, of which due 
notice will be given), subject to such conditions as 
will be produced at the time and place of sale, the RHOS 
GAS-WORKS, situate at Rhosllanerchrugog, near Wrex- 
ham, in the county of Denbigh, with all the Freehold Land, 
Buildings, Piant, Retorts, Condensers, Purifiers, Gas- 
holders, Station-Meters, Main-Pipes, and Meter Service- 
Pipes now in use, supplying the town of Rhos and its 
neighbourhood with Gas; and all other the implements 
and utensils of facture, inery, tools, fitters, 
cranes, gear, tackle, and other the appurtenances thereto. 

For farther information and particulars, apply to Messrs. 
W. C. Hotes anp Co., 57, Gracechurch Street, Lonpon ; 
to Messrs. BatGH AND Jonxs, Auctioneers, WREXHAM; Or 
to Mesers. LEaroyp axp Learoyp, Solicitors, 11, South 
Street, Finsbury, Lonpoy, E.C.; or at their Offices, Buxton 
Road, HupDERSFIELD. 











th Dh wens we. Ge t 


— ~ 








Fuk 








March 28, 1871.] 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 





245 





O BE SOLD, at the Rhyl Gas-Works, 
North Wales, 23 15-in. Mouthpieces for Clay Retorts, 
ascension-pipes, hydraulic main, and delivery pipes 
complete. One set of 8-in. double vertical Condensers. 
One Station-Meter (Bent and Co.), with valves and con- 
nexions complete, to pase 4000 feet per hour. Four sets 
of Purifiers, respectively 6ft. by 3ft. 6in., 4ft. by 5ft., 
4 ft. by 4 ft., with connexions, &c., complete. Large lot of 
east and wroughtiron, comprising the interior Fittings of a 
10,000 feet Gasholder; and sundry other materia!s. 
Applications to Mites R. ParxtincTon, Secretary, Gas 
Company, Limited, Ruy. 


PURIFIERS FOR SALE. 


OUR Dry Lime Purifiers, 4ft. square, 
2) ft. deep, with wrought-iron lids, wood sieves, 
centre-valve, lifting gear, and all the necessary 5-in. con- 
nexions. 
Also One 5-in. PIPE CONDENSER, consisting of 10 
pipes, each 13 ft. long. 
The above are equal to new, all complete, and in good 
working order. 
To view the same, and for further particulars, apply to 
the Knottingley Gas-W okrs. 
W. Hepworrna, Jun., Secretary. 








HE Bromsgrove ‘Gas Consumers Com- 
pany, Limited, have for SALE a STATION-METER 
complete, with bye-pass attached thereto, in good con- 
dition; will pass 30,000 feet per 24 hours. Will be at 
liberty in June next. 
App!y to Henry Brewster, Secretary of the Gas Con- 
sumers Company, BROM&GROVE. 


TAR. 
THE Directors of the Cambridge Uni- 
versity and Town Gaslight Company are open to 
receive OFFERS for their produce of TAR, particulars of 
which may be had from W. Woop, Manager. 


TO GAS COMPANIES AND OTHERS. 


HE London and North-Western Rail- 
way Company OFFER for SALE the following GAS 

APPARATUS :— 

One Gasholder, 30 ft. diameter, 14 ft. high, with four cast- 
iron columns, 7 in. diameter, with balance-weights and 
valves. One ring of stone coping for ditto. 

One Gasholder, 30 ft. diameter, 14 ft. high, with three cast- 
iron columns, 7}in. diameter, with balance-weights and 
valves. Oue ring of stone coping for ditto. 

One cast-iron Station-Meter, with valve and bye-pass. 

One do. Travelling Crab for lifting purifier tops. 

Two do, lengths of Hydraulic Main, 16 in. diameter. 

Nine do, 5-in, Stand-Pipes. 

Fifteen do. Arch-Pipe Connexions. 

Nine do, D-shaped Retort Mouthpieces, 174 in. by 13in. 

Thirteen do. Wall-Plates, 10 ft. 4 in. by 8 in. 





Fourteen do, Retort-Lids; and nine wrought-iron Cross- | HAM. 


Bars, with square threads for ditto. 


LAW UNION 
FIRE & LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY. 


Curer Orrice: 


126, CHANCERY LANE, LONDON, W.C. 


Capital—ONE MILLION STERLING, 
Fully subscribed by upwards of 450 Shareholders, nearly 
all of whom are members of the Legal Profession. 


CuatrmMan—Sir WILLIAM FOSTER, Bart., Norwich. 
Deputy-CuainmMan—JAMES CUDDON, Esq., Barrister- 
at-Law, Goldsmith Building, Temple. 





The Capital subscribed and Funds in hand amount to 
upwards of £1,250,000, affording unquestionable security. 
The Directors invite particular attention to the new form 
of Life Policy, which is free from all conditions. 

The Company advances money on Mortgage of Life 
Interests and Reversions, whether absolute or contingent. 


Gas-Works insured against Fire and Explosion, and 
Coals against Spontaneous Combustion. 

Rates of Premium from 2s. to 10s, 6d. 

Prospectuses, copies of the Directors’ Report and Annual 
Balance-Sheet, and every information sent post free on 
application to 

Fran«x M‘Gepy, Actuary and Secretary. 








MPANY. 

NOTICE is hereby given that the adjourned HALF- 
YEARLY GENERAL MEETING of PROPRIETORS, 
holding previous to the 3lst of December last £300 paid-up 
capital and upwards in the said Company, will be held, 
pursuant to the Act of Incorporation, on WEDNESDAY, 
the 5th proximo, at Twelve for One o’clock, at the Bridge 
House Hotel, in the Borough of Southwark, for the purpose 





| of declaring Dividends to the 3lst of Vecember last, to | 


| elect Directors and Auditors for the ensuing year, and on 

| other business. 

The Transfer-Books will be closed on and after the 15th 
inst., and opened on the 6th proximo. 

By order of the Court of Directors, 

| Isaac ADOLPHUS CROOKENDEN, Secretary. 

| 0, Bankside, London, 8.E., March 8, 1871. 


| CIATHELS & TERRACE’S Patent Four- 





WAY DISC GAS-VALVE is the simplest and best , 


Valve for Purifiers, and as a By-pass for other apparatus 
| in Gas-Works. It is always gas-tight, and has no springs, 
| ground faces, or other delicate parts. By its use the flow 
| of the gas cannot be accidentally stopped, and it never sticks. 

For prices, &c., apply to the Manufacturers, Messrs, 
| Guest AND Curimes, Foundry and Brass Works, Rorner- 





The whole of the Apparatus is in fair condition, and may | ° ° 
be seen on application at the Locomotive Superintendent's | (NATHELS’S Patent District Dry Gas- 


Office, Crewe Works, where any further particulars may be 
obtained. 
Crewe, March 11, 1871. 
THE SAN PAULO GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 


HE Works of this Company being now | 


in active progress, the Directors are receiving 
APPLICATIONS for euch SHARES as remain unallotted. 
The Board has received advice from Brazil to the effect 





| GOVERNOR is the only perfect self-acting contri- 
| vance for Regulating the Pressures in the higher levels of 
| a district. 


For prices, &c., apply to the Manufacturers, Mesers. | 
| Guest AND Curimes, RoTHERHAM. 


AST-IRON Retorts, Socket-Pipes, with | 





Syphons, and al! requisite Connexions, Lamp Columns, 
Wrought-Iron Tubing, Valves, Street-Lamps, Sight Holes, 


that the Government have increased the number of Public | Furnace Doors, Ash-Pans, Charging and Coke Shovels, 


Lights from 500 to 800. 

Forms of application for shares can be obtained at the 
Offices of the Company, Pinners Hal!, Great Winchester 
Street, E.C. | 

Wittram Ricwarpson, Secretary. | 

March 13, 1871. 





PRIVATE TELEGRAPHS FOR GAS AND WATER 
" WORKS. 
[HE Electric Telegraph Department of 
our business is most efficiently conducted by an ex- | 
perienced staff. CONTRACTS entered into for mainte- 
nance and erection of lines for Gas and Water Companies, 
private resid , hotels, st hips, &c. Bailey’s simple 
A EB C instrument is stronger and less liable to derange- 
ment than any other in the :narket. | 

Sole makers of L. J. Crosgley’s Electrical Speed Indi- | 
cator. | 

Sole makers of Chatwood’s Patent Electrical Ship’s Log. 
- _ masers of Bailey’s dust-proof and daimp-proofSignal- | 

ell, 

Managers of Gas and Water Works are invited to ask 
us for our quotations, or for any information connected | 
with Telegraphy. 

Joun Battey anv Co., Turret Clock Makers to the late | 
Earl of Rosse, the British and Foreign Governments, &c., | 
Electric Telegraph Engineers, and General Brassfounders, | 
Albion Works, Salford, MANCuESTER. 


| 
En it peenasmiiatad | 
| 
} 


STOCKPORT CORPORATION GAS-WORES. 
CONTRACT FOR CANNEL. 


[THE Directors of these Works are pre- 

pared to receive TENDERS for the supply of 20,000 
to 60,000 tons of CANNEL, the delivery to be extended 
over a period of three or fours years, commencing after 
June next. 

The Cannel to be delivered as may be required, at the 
Heaton Norris or Portwood Railway Stations. 

Further particulars may be obtained from the Gas Engi- 
neer at the works. 

Tenders to be delivered at the Millgate Werks, not later 
than Wednesday, the 12th fday of April next, addressed 
“ Stockport Borough Gas-Works, Tender fcr Cannel.” 

Stockport, By order, 
March 18, 1871. James Jacques, Engineer. 











TO GAS-WORKS CONTRACTORS, &e. 
Directors of the Thrapston Gas and 


Coke Company, Limited, are prepared to receive 
TENDERS for the construction of a GAsHOLDER, and 
alsoa GASHOLDER-TANK, upon their works at ‘Thrap- 
ston during the ensuing summer. 

Plans and specifications may be inspected at the Office of } 
the Secretary, Bridge Street, Thrapston. 

Tenders received at the euid Office up to the lst of May. 

The’ Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any other ete of the Directors. 


ILL1aAM Ips, Secretars, 
Thrapston, March 23, 1871. 








| Iron Pails, Coke Barrows, Cross Bars, Fire Pots, Pumps, 


and Iron Borings. 

PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, & SCRUBBERS erected 
complete, or the materials supplied ; and every description 
of goods in use by Gas-Works, in stock, at wholesale 


prices, at 
Mr. LYNCH WHITE’S, 
Old Barge Iron Wharf, Upper Ground Street, Loxpon. 


BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
SUGG and CO, late ALBERT 


@ KELLER, Guext.—The removsl of the import | 
duties on Earthenware permitting the entry of Clay Retorte | 
into England, Messrs. Sugg, of Ghent, beg to draw the at- 
tention of the Gas Companies of London, and other Cities, 
to the very superior quality of the RETORTS manu- 
factured by them. They can be made of any size, in one 
piece, and of any form. The price will be in proportion 
to the weight, aud very moderate in comparison to their 
value. 

Communications addressed to J. Svea & Co., GHENT, 
will receive immediate attention. 








| 


EDGE’S PATENT 


| 
} 
{ 
| 
FOR REMOVING THE | 
| 
| 
| 





CARBCNACEOUS INCRUSTATION FROM GAS-RETORTS. 


* Gas- Works, Leicester, Oct, 28, 1870. 
** Dear Sir,—I have used Edge’s patent process for scurf- 
ing the Retorts at these works during the last twelve 
months, and I have great pleasure in testifying to its 
efficiency and economy; it is exceedingly simple, and can 
very readily be applied.—I am, dear sir, yours truly, 
** ALFRED ROBINSON. 
“E. Goddard, Esq.” 


For particulars and terme, apply to E. Gopparp, Sole 
Agent, Gas-Worke Jpswics. 





ANCOCK’S INDIA-RUBBER 
HOSE-PIPES, 
FOR WATERING GARDENS, LAWNS, &c. 
: Made in 60 ft. lengths, 
and best make only. 
Brass branches, with stop- 
cocks, jets, and spreaders, 
and union joints for con- 


necting any size Hose, 
HOSE REELS (galvanized 


‘PDHENIX GASLIGHT and COKE) 
COMPANY 


Gas, Water, and Sanitary Improvement, begs to say that 





ALFRED LASS, 


ACCOUNTANT, 
28, NORTH STREET, WANDSWORTH, 5.W. 


Mr. Alfred Lass having had considerable experience in 
arranging, makiog up, balancing and auditing gas accounte, 
begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies that he may 
be consulted on all matters relating thereto. 
Balance-sheets prepared, Accounts audited, Consultations, 

Agencies, §c. 








BOOKS FOR GAS ACCOUNTS. 


ALFRED DOUBBLE & Co., 2, Serjeants 
Inn, and 40, Freer Srreret, Lonpon, make and 
supply all the various ACLUOUNT-BOOKS as approved and 
adopted by Accountants, &c., to Gas Companies. 
A complete set of the Books and Forms forwarded 
within a few days from receipt of order. 








DWARDSANDELL, Public Accountant 
and Auditor, 4, Skinner’s Place, Size Lane, Lonpon. 
| The projector of the Original Gas Companies Analyzed 
| Expenditure Account-Book offers is experience and ser- 
| vices in the examination, preparation, and production of al! 
accounts in reference to Gas Companies. References if 
required, 








CONSULTING GAS ENGINEERS. 
YEsSES. GEORGE HEDLEY & CO, 
5, Grorcr StreeT, WOLVERHAMPTON, 
Advise upon PARLIAMENTARY ARBITRATIONS, 
and ail matters connected with Gas. 
| Plans and Specifications prepared for the Erection and 
Alteration of Works. 


LFRED PENNY, Gas and Consulting 
ENGINEER, 
Wen tock Iron-Worgs, 
| 21, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 

Mr. Penny having had a large experience in tt« con- 
struction, alteration, and management of Gas-Works, begs 
to inform the Directors of Gas Companies that he may ve 
coneulted on all matters appertaining thereto. He aleo 
manufactures Gasholders, Purifiers, and all the various 
apparatus used in Gas-Works, and keeps in stock Retorts 
aud Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, Bends, Branches, and 
T-pieces, &c., &c. 

Plane, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 





NOTICE OF REMOVAL. 


R. H. M. LAYARD JONES, Civil Engi- 
neer, has REMOVED from 4, WersrMinsrsrR 
| CaambBens, 8. W., to 25, Otp Broap Street, E.C. 





GAMUEL PONTIFEX, Consulting Gas 
Engineer, having retired from the Great Central Gas 
Company, is now preparedto furnish PLANS and SPECIFI- 
CATIONS, as well as ADVISE Provincial Gas Companies 
as to the erection of new, or alteration and enlargement of 
existing works. 
Offices: 22, Coleman Street, Lonpon, E.C. 


R. ARTHUR SILVERTHORNE, for- 
merly Assistant Engineer to the late Mr. Samuel 
Hughes, C.E., F.G.8., AU VISES Corporations, Companier, 
and others, in all matters relating to the Supply of Gas 
and Water. 
| Offices: 3, Craven Street, Charing Cross, Lonpoyn, W.C. 





TO INVENTORS AND PATENTEES. 


R. W. H. BENNETT, having had 


considerable experience in matters connected with 


he continues to assist Inventors in the perfection of their 
designe, and to obtain for them TROVISIONAL PRO- 
TECTION, whereby their invention miy be secured for 
8ix Months; or LETTERS PATENT, which are granted 
for Fourteen Years. 

Patents completed, or proceeded with at any stage, 
thereby rendering it unnecessary for persons resident in 
the country to visit London, 

Patents procured for Foreign Countries. 

Informatijn as to cost, &e., supplied gratuitously upon 
application to the Advertiser, 42, Puarliameat street, 
WESTMINSTER, [Office of the JoURNAL or Gas Liaut- 
Ing, &c.j 


TROTTER, HAINES, & CORBETT, 


BRETTELL’S ESTATE 
FIRE CLAY & BRICK WORKS, 
STOURBRIDGE. 


Manufacturers of GAS-RETORTS, GLASS-HOUSE 
FUKNACE & BLAST-FURNACE BRICKS, LUMPS. 
TILES, and every description of FIRE-BRICK, 
Proprietors of 
BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT and CRUCIBLE CLAYS. 
Successors to 
E. BAKER anp Co., Late Brieritey Hix, Starrorpsiike. 











JAMES OAKES & CO, 
ALFRETON IRON-WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 
AND 





WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20 & 22, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, N., 

Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the public, 

that they keep in stock in London al] the CASTINCS m 
neral use in Gas and Water Works, including Lron 
torts, Socket and Flange Pipes, Bends, Branches, and 

8yphons of all sizes, Lamp Coiumns, &c., &c. 
N.B.—Orders for Cast-Iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 

Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immediate 

attention, CHARLES HORSLEY, Avent. 





a 


iron or painted) for ing 
up the Hose. 


Orders promptly executed, 
and 





_ 


—_——-,. 
ILLusTRaTED Price Lists on APPLICATION. 





‘JAMES LYNE HANCOCK: Vulcanized India-Rubber 
Works, Goswell Mews, and 266, Goswell Road, Lonpon,E.C, 








RONNER’S PATENT GAS-BURNERS 


we 99 per cent. of light, as compared with 27 per 
cent. given by ordinary burners, with equal consumption of 
gas.— Vide ** Gas Referees Report,” published June, 1869. 
HexXRyY GREENE AND Sox, Sole Consi 6 of Brinnar’s 
Patent Improvements in Gas Lighting. 16 and 17, King 
William Street, E.C., and 138, Regent Street, Lonxvon. 
Agents wanted. 
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SCOTT AND BUTLER, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


GAS-STOVES FOR WARMING, VENTILATING, 
DOMESTIC PURPOSES. 


IMPROVED GAS READING-LAMPS, 
TERRA COTTA SMOKE CONSUMERS. 
OPAL REFLECTORS. 
TERRA COTTA BEEHIVE & GRECIAN STOVES. 


ARGAND BURNERS. 
SINGEING-LAMPS, Xe. 





—————, 








SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF 


JONES’S PATENT AND REGISTERED 


(ome, HYGROMETRIC VENTILATING GAS-STOVE, 


JONEYS PATENT. FOR 
GREENHOUSES, BED-ROOMS, &ece. 


CUMBERLAND WORKS: 
91 and 92, CONSTITUTION HILL, BIRMINGHAM. 


LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 
NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


(ESTABLISHED 1835.) 


ORLANDO BROTHERS, 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


TUBULAR CLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 
FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 














As Trustees of the late ORLANDO BROTHERS, we most respectfully announce that we intend to continue the above business, 
under the name of ORLANDO BROTHERS, in which name all communications must be addressed. 
We trnst that we shall receive a continuance of the same support which was given to our late father. 


We are, yours most respectfully, 
ORLANDO BROTHERS. 


FRANCIS W. BROTHERS. 
COLIN BROTHERS. 


FLETCHER AND MURPHY, 
GARRATT STREET WORKS, OLDHAM ROAD, MANCHESTER; 


Manufacturers of 


IMPROVED CONSUMERS WET CAS-METERS 


IN CAST-IRON CASES, 
THE UNVARYING WATER-LINE GAS-METER; 


AND 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS; 
STATION-METERS OF ALL SIZES, with PLANED JOINTS; 


GOVERNORS, PRESSURE AND EXHAUST RECISTERS, TEST HOLDERS: 
And all kinds of Experimental Gas Apparatus. 











rn~ 
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bs 
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WILLIAM & BENJAMIN COWAN, 
WET & DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, BRASSFOUNDERS, &c. 


ESTABLISHED 1827. 








Sole Manufacturers of ESSON’S PATENT COMPENSATING GAS-METER, 


AND OF 


COWAN’S PATENT SIDE-VALVE GAS-METER, 


BUCCLEUCH STREET WORKS, EDINBURGH. 


4 
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W. & B. COWAN’S SQUARE STATION-METER with PLANED JOINTS. 
GOVERNORS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, GAUGES, &. 


W. & B. COWAN’S DRY GAS-METERS, in CAST-IRON CASES, 


Possess a simplicity of construction and facility for repair greater than any yet produced, while the excellence of the material and 
workmanship, and accuracy of registration, cannot be surpassed. The superiority of their Dry Meters in Tin Cases is also well 
known, having stood the test of years. 

PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION. 


Cc. « W. WALKER’S 
DOUBLE-FACED GAS-VALVES FOR LARGE MAINS. 


These Gas-Valves for large bores are specially constructed of unusual strength and solidity. The Valve itself is a rigid wedge of cast iron, having 
two perfectly scraped surface facings, fitting between the two in the body, which are also surfaced. They are guaranteed absolutely 
tight under any chemical or other test for mains of the largest diameter, at a very moderate price. 


Midland Iron-Works, Donnington, near Newport, Shropshire; 8, Finsbury Circus, London. 


a EN PATENT ANTIMONY PAINT. 


MADE ONLY BY 


fe ae, GEORGE HALLETT & CO., 
a y/ 296, ROTHERHITHE, LONDON, S.E. 


—_— 

























z= 


This Paint having been in general use over nine years (especially in some of the principal Soe Fend, eal proved itself the best light-coloured Paint produced 
for resisting the influence of vitiated atmospheres, it is important that its qualities should be more widely known. 

It is not discoloured like white lead in a sulphuretted atmosphere, nor washed off like white zinc ; and its light colour reflecting heat, produces much less ex- 
pansion of gas in holders painted with it than with dark colours, besides rendering them much more sightly. Its ific gravity is so much below white lead that 
the same weight will cover one-third more surface, while it is equal in et and its price being about the same ( per cwt.), it is actually one-third cheaper. 
From experience, its manufacture is greatly improved, and it is quite suitable for all pu in which white lead is employed. x 5 

_ Reference is kindly permitted by the Engineers of the City of London, Commercial, London, and Surrey Consumers Gas Companies, who pronounce it the best 
Paint known for their purposes, 


N.B.—Antimony Paint, COVERING SO MUCH MORE WORK, costs about 20s. per cwt., 
as compared with White Lead et 30s. per cwt.; a similar economy arises from its use in Steam and Gas Joints, 
‘for which purpose it is superior to White Lead. 
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SCOTCH CANNEL COALS. 


The Subscriber s prepared to contract for the supply of 
all the principal Scotch Cannex Coats. Prices and 
Analyses.of the various Coals will be forwarded on appli- 


cation. 
JAMES M‘KELVIE, 
CANNEL COAL MERCHANT, 


EDINBURGH. 
Established 1840. 


SWANWICK CANNEL. 


The yield of this Cannel is liberal, the illuminating power 
large, and coke good. 
For prices and terms, apply to 


H. BOAM, 1, Darwin Terrace, DERBY. 


INCE HALL CANNEL COAL. 
LEE & JERDEIN, 


COAL OWNERS AND MERCHANTS, 
Sole Vendors of the Ince Hall Wigan Coal and Cannel, 
Chief Office : 
9, LANCASTER PLACE, STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 














ANNEL COAL.—The West Yorkshire 
Iron and Ccal Company, Limited, beg to draw the 
attention of Gas Gompanies to their Cannel, of which the 
a the analysis made by W. Huggon, Esq., F.C.S,: 


Yield ot gasperton. . . . 10,296 cubic feet. 
Illuminating power rather over 21 sperm candles. 
Yield of coke perton . . . l12cwt. 


The actual working, as reported by one of the largest 
gas companies in Yorkshire, gives results still more 
Javourable, viz.— 


Yield ofgas . . . . » « 10,416 cubic feet. 

Illuminating power. . . . 21°89 sperm candles, 

Gale .. «6 s © «© + + aoe 

We add from the same source the capabilities of the 

common gas coal— 

Yield ofgas . . . . «. « 10,080 cubic feet. 

Illuminating power . . . . 14°41 sperm candles. 

Yield ofcoke. . - « Wewt. 


CoLuieries— West ARDSLEY, near LEEps. 

For further particulars, address to the Office of the 
Company, 15, York Place, Lezps. 
pore & PEARSON’S GAS COAL— 

We have now the authority of several of the most 
eminent Gas Engineers of London in stating that our Coal 
yields in practical working over 10,000 cubic feet of gas, 
with an illuminating power of 16 candles. 

One ton yields 12} cwt. of good coke. This Coal can 
be shipped from Hull, Goole, Liverpool, Morecambe, 
and Barrow. 

For further particulars, apply to Pork anp PEARSON, 
West Riding and Silkstone Collieries, near LeEps. 


OL. WEMYSS CANNEL COAL.— 
Yield of gas per ton, 12,896 cubic feet; illumi- 
nating power, 31°75 standard candles. Port of shipment, 
Wemyss. 

Analysis and price on application to Mr. Wm. Carey, 
Manager, Wemyss Colliery, Kirkcaldy, Fire. 


CANNEL COAL. 


ESSRS. GRIFFITHS BROTHERS, 
COPPA COLLIERY, MOLD, 
Beg leave to call the attention of Gas Companies to the supe- 
rior quality of their Cannel for gas-making purposes. 

This Cannel produces in actual working, in iron retorts, 
9200 cubie feet of 32-candle gas, and upwards of 11 cwt. 
of coke, and in clay retorts will produce 11,500 cubic feet 
of 25°9-candle gas. 

Ports of shipment—Birkenhead or Connah’s Quay. 

Waggons supplied for delivery by railway to any part of 
Engiand or Wales. 

For particulars, prices, and rates of freight, apply to 
GrirritaHs Brotuers, Coppa Colliery, Mold, FLintsHi re. 


THE aa 
HUCKNALL COLLIERY COMPANY 
Can offer a CANNEL COAL yielding a large quantity 
of Gas of superior quality. 


Prices and information on application to the HucKNALL 
Co.itrery Company, Hucknall Torkard Collieries, near 
NorriIneHaM,. 














K IRKWOOD CANNEL COAL, 
ANALYSIS— 
10,538 feet of gas per ton of coal ; 
28 standard candles ; 
9 ewt. coke per ton of coal. 
» Shipped either at Forth or Clyde ports. 
Particulars, price, &c., from JonN Macponap, 131, 
Hope Btreet, GLascow. 





FIRE-CLAY GA&-RETORTS, &c., CANNEL AND 
STEAM COALS. 


IAM FRASER, Tnverkeithing 
(owner of the Works at which Fire-Clay Retor 

were first made), having greatly enlarged his Works, can 

supply Rerorts and other Fire-Ciay Goons to any extent. 

Re erences can be given to managers of above a hundred 
Gas-Works whom he supplies. 

WituiaM Fraser ships COWDENBEATH PARROT 
COALS at Charlestown and Burntisland at lls. per ton; 
and HALBEATH STEAM COALS, on Navy List, at 7s. 
per ton, 





RoesEzRT MACLAREN and CO, 

EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLA8GOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-lron Main-Pipes by an 
improved Patent, General Ironfounders, Gas Engineers, 
and Wrought-lron Tube Makers. 


DDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAP NEWCAS8TLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricne, and eyery 
description of Fire-Clay Goods. 











ee 


SAM. CUTLER & SONS, 


CONTRACTING CAS ENCINEERS, 
GASHOLDER & GENERAL GAS APPARATUS MAKERS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


BOILERS, IRON ROOFING, IRON BRIDGES, 


AND GENERAL IRONWORK. 





S.C. ann Sons undertake Contracts of any magnitude 
for the Erection of new and Remodelling of 
existing Gas-Works, for Gasholders, Cast and 
Wrought Iron Tanks, Iron Roofs, and every 
description of Apparatus tor the Manufacture and 
Distribution of Gas. 

Special attention is invited to their “ Improved 
Condenser,” which is very effective, and much ap- 
proved ; also to their patterns of Annular and other 
Condensers, Scrubbers, and Purifiers, of al! 
sizes, which they arrange either with Centre or Ordi- 
nary Slide Valves. 


WORKS FOR THE SUPPLY OF 
VILLAGES, MANSIONS, FACTORIES, é&c. 








S. C. anp Sons undertake the Supply and Laying of Mains for Gas and Water, and 
supply all Castings, Connexions, and Fittings for Retort-Huuse, Works generally, and for Streets, They 
also supply Valves of all descriptions, Iron and Clay Retorts, Hotpressed Retort-Lids, Steel Charging- 
Scoops of improved make, for which they have special machinery, Improved Coke and Coal Barrows, 
Cross-Bars and Screws, Bolts and Nuts, Furnace and Stokirg Tools, Iron and Wood Purifier-Sieves, 
Lead, Yarn, Borings, &c., including every requisite whatsoever for a Gas-Work, a well-assorted stock 
being kept of those goods most in request. 


SOLE MAKERS OF BRETT’S PATENT COKE BARROW. 


Experienced Retort Setters sent to any part of the Kingdom. 


Address: PROVIDENCE IRON-WORKS, MILLWALL, LONDON, 
THE PATENT RIBBED GAS-RETORTS 


Are in Use at over 150 Gas-Works, 


And continue to give entire satisfaction. Circulars, with prices and testimonials, will be sent on 
application to 


A. C. FRASER, GAS-WORKS, MIDDLESBROUGH. 











Dr amma BEALE’S CONTINUOUSLY ACTING 
Sos: GAS EXHAUSTERS 


B. DONEIN & Co. 


Mr. J. Bears, of East Greenwich, having retired from business, 
has made an arrangement with B. DONKIN & CO. for the sole 
manufacture of his Patent Solid-Slide Gas Exhausters. 
B. D. & Co. also make Steam-Engines to drive Gas Exhausters 
direct or otherwise. 
Estimates and Prices on application to 


B. DONKIN & CO., 
ENGINEERS & IRONFOUNDERS, 
BERMONDSEY, LONDON, S.E. 











TO GAS COMPANIES AND THE TRADE. 
J. DEFRIES &S& SONS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLU CHANDELIERS, IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR & SUN 
LIGHTS, AND THE PATENT CRYSTAL ILLUMINATION; 


Vestibules, Iron Barrel, Composition Tubing, Dry & Wet Meters, & Gas-Fittings 
OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
WORKS: LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, & PARIS. 


oo Special Designs 
prepared in periect 
accordance with ar- 
4 chitectural arrange- 
ments. Estimates 
© furnished for the 
W® Lighting and Fitting 
4 upof Theatres, Music 
Halls, and Public 
or Private Building 
with Gas. 
Gas Moons. 
of the newest designs. 
The Patent Gas- 
ator and 
Purifier reduced 
to 6s. 6d. per Dez. 
Pattern - Books of 
Gas-Fittings, Crystal 
and Ormoln Chande~ 
liers for 1870, are now 
complete. 


City Show-Rooms and Manufactory, 147, HOUNDSDITCH, LONDON. 


Esrasuisnep 1803. 
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REDUCED PRICES 


DONKIN & CO.’S 


pa IMPROVED GAS-VALVES 


WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS, 
From 2 inches to 18 inches, price 9s. Gd. to 12s. per inch diameter. 
List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 48-inch, to be had 
on application. 
These Valves are a!l proved on both sides to 30 Ibs. on the square inch 
before leaving the works, and are always kept in stock. 


VALVES MADZ WITH OUTSIDE RACKS TO ORDER. 
ALSO, 
SCREW WATER-VALVES WITH GUN-METAL FACES. 











nitude 
ng of B. DONKIN & CO., 
— GENERAL ENGINEERS AND IRONFOUNDERS, 
° and MAKERS OF STEAM-ENGINES, 
oved BERMONDSEY, LONDON, S.E. 
th ap. 

Other 
al WALTER FORD, 

159, GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON, 
MANUFACTURER OF 

» &e, WET & DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, &c. 

one SOLE MANUFACTURER OF 
They PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, 
— For ensuring any required consumption. These Regulators are in general and increasing use, and 
ieves references can be given to Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. 
tock 





F. & C. OSLER, 


45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, 
MANUFACTORY AND SHOW-ROOMS: 
BROAD STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 
EsTaBLisHED 1807. 


W. 


= MANUFAGTURERS GF CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, 
WALL LIGHTS, AND LUSTRES FOR GAS AND CANDLES. 
TABLE GLASS OF ALL KINDS. 
t on CHANDELIERS IN BRONZE AND ORMOLU. MODERATOR LAMPS. 








a GCEORCE ANDERSON, 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 


19, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, STRAND, W.C. 


Mr. ANDERSON advises Companies on all matters matters connected with the 
manufacture of Gas and the construction of Works. 

PATENTEE and MANUFACTURER of the following Inventions :— 
RETORT SETTINGS, heated by tar without the production of smoke. 
STEAM-ENGINES and EXHAUSTERS, separately or combined. 
FOUR-WAY VALVES, one of which is equal to three ordinary Valves. 
STATION GOVERNORS—the Gasholder cannot tilt and cause accident. 

BREEZE AND TAR FUEL MACHINE. 


A Pamphlet containing Eighteen Illustrations of the foregoing, with letterpress on the construction 
af Works, post free, 23, 6d. 

N. B.—The second edition of this Work, now ready, contains illustrations of the Machine for con- 
verting Breeze and Tar into Fuel for heating the Retorts. 

“The Author is well qualified to speak authoritatively upon the important subjects to which his 
pamphlet refers.”— Artisan, 


HAMILTON WOODS AND CoO., 
LIVER FOUNDRY, SALFORD, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


SLUICE-VALVES & HYDRANTS, 


As supplied to Water-Works and Local Boards. 


SLUICE-VALVES, from 14s. per inch, 
Tight on both Faces, and fitted with — Valve Faces and Seats, 
and Screws and Nuts 


Every Valve proved to 200 lbs. pi squere inch, 
PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION. 


HYDRANTS, 
WITH 
Gua-Metal Screws, 
Valves, and Nuts, 


Css, 


OTs 
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PRICE’S PATENT COKE & COAL BARROW, 


effecting a great saving 
of time, labour, and ex- 
pense. 

For particulars, price, 
&c.,applyto Mr. E. Prtce, 
Inventor and Patentee, 
Gas - Works, Hamptoa 
Wick, Mrppixsex. 








HOPKINS, GILKES, & C0... 


Lrurrep, 
MIDDLESBOROUGH, 


SUPPLY GAS & WATER PIPES of EVERY SIZE. 
Plain, Turned and Bored, and Coated. 
CAST-IRON RETORTS. 

Castings for Gas-Works of every description. 


EXHAUSTERS. 
Lonvow Orrice: 95, CANNON STREET 


IRTLEY IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DUBHAM. 
Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas-Works and Water-Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-Iron Pipes and Coa- 
nexione of al! sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Whar‘, 
Bankside, Southwark. 
Agent in London, Mr. 
Street, E.C. 
THOMAS LAMBERT & SONS, 
SHORT STREET, LAMBETH, LONDON 





J. Manwarine, 101, Cannon 





PATENTEES OF THE 
HIGH-PRESSURE EQUILIBRIUM BALL VALVES 
AND DIAPHRAGM BIB & STOP VALVES, 
MANUFACTURE EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


GAS-JOINTS, CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, BRACKETS, ETC.; 
WROUGHT-IRON 


WELDED TUBE AND FITTINGS, 
BLACK AND GALVANIZED ; 


BRASS, COPPER, LEAD, TIN, AND COMPOSITION TUBING, 
STOCKS, TAPS, AND DIES, 
And Every Description of Gas-Fitters Tools ; 
IRON MAIN COCKS, WITH WHITE METAL PLUGS; 
GAS SLIDE AND SLUICE VALVES; 
CARTER’S SAFETY GAS-VALVES 
GAS-STOVZ8, REGULATORS, BURNERS, &c., 


Large Pattern-Book and Price List of Gas-Fittings, 
prise 7s. 6d., supplied on apptication. 


AMES NEWTON & SONS, 
(Established 1820,) 
PIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANTS, 
Waolesale ani for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 an» 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON, 8.£., 

Derér for STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCASTLE 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and FIRE-CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 
WALTER MABON & CO., 


Engineers, 
ARDWICK IRON-WOERKS, 
FAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
IRON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS, 
PIPES, VALVES, IRON ROOPS, 
WROUGHT AND CAST IRON GIRDERS. 


DESIGNS, wk ty = ESTIMATES 
FURNISHED 


B. “CARPENTER’S 


IMPROVED 
WOOD SIEVES FOR GAS PURIFIERS. 
WORKS: 
22, HERMES STREET, PENTONVILLE ROAD, 
LONDON, N. 











The above Sieves are used by the principal Gas Com- 
panies in London and the country. Their utility, dura- 
bility, and cheapness combined, render them superior to 
all others. 

Testimonials from Gas Engi neers who have tested their 
qualities forwarded on app! lication 

All orders punctually atten ded ‘to, and estimates given 
if if required. 


INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 1862. 
CLASS X. 
PRIZE MEDAL 
For excellence of Fire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 
* HONOURABLE MENTION” for 
sod quality of Fire-Bricks. 
ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 
THROCKLEY, 








P 18s. each. 
al sinaiitiiias 
“a 
BALL 
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NEW SASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
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THOMAS PROUD, 


GAS ENGINEER, 
Invites attention to his 


ALL-PLANED 


WOOD CRIDS 
FOR PURIFIERS, 


And r tfully states that he has 
erected improved Steam Machinery 
for their manufacture, and devotes 
great care to supply Grids which 
will give satisfaction in quality 
and price, 

He also solicits attention to his 


IMPROVED GAUGE 


which indicates pressure or vacuum 
in ONE TUBE. Having but one 
joint, the Gauge can be taken 
asunder, cleansed, and refixed in 
a few minutes. 

Plans and estimates furnished 
for improvement of existing, or for 
the erection of new Gas- Works. 


Sole Agent to 
GEORGE SKEY & COMPANY, 
Limited, 

For FIRE-CLAY RETORTS: 





Gas Apparatus Manufactory, 
7, UNETT ST., ST. GEORGE’S, 
BIRMINGHAM. 


THOMAS CARR & SON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


FIRE -BRICKS, —e TILES, RETORTS, 
&c 


SCOTSWOOD FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR 
BLAYDON-ON-TYNE. 











THOMAS EDINGTON & SONS, 
PHENIX IRON-WORKS, 
GLASGOW, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS AND WATER PIPES, 
All sizes up to 4ft. diameter; 


RAILWAY CHAIRS AND SLEEPERS, 
and general Castings. Also 


GREGORY'S & COCKBURN-MUIR’S 
PERMANENT WAY, 
London Office: 63, OLD BROAD STREET, E.C. 


WATER-WORKS FITTINGS, 
SLUICE-COCKS, FIRE-COCKS, 
METERS, STEAM FITTINGS, 


GAS & HOT-WATER VALVES, &c., 


Of First-class Materials and Workmanship. 


BECK & CO., Limited, 
Brassrounpers & Hypravutic ENGINEERS, 
GREAT SUFFOLK STREET, SOUTHWARE, S:E. 

Illustrated Catalogues on application. 


J. T. B. PORTER & CO., 
GAS ENGINEERS, 
MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS-WORKS 
Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 
GOWTS BRIDGE WORKS, LINCOLN, 
ND 
5, QUEEN SQUARE. WESTMINSTER, 5.W. 











-_—_— 


Established 1811, 


READY & SON, 


BILSTON STREET BRASS FOUNDRY, 
WOLVERHAMPTON 


MANUFACTURERS OP 
8UN BURNERS, GAS CHANDELIERS, 
HALL LANTERNS, BRACKETS, PENDANTS, 
And every Description of 


GAS-FITTINGS, 
Including 


EDLEVAL FITTINGS FOR CHURCHES, &c. 


Large Pattern-Books complete, with Book of 
Prices, 7s. 6d. 
Ziss @F t838903— 
We are prepared to supply, on moderate terms, 


HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON (BOG OCHRE), 
Same quality as supplied by us to several of the most exten- 
sive Gas Companies, and which has given entire satisfaction. 


FRANCIS RITCHIE & SONS, 
BELFAST. 





| 





“THE GAS MANAGER'S HANDBOOK, 


TABLES, RULES, AND USEFUL INFORMATION 


For GAS ENGINEERS, MANAGERS, 
And others Engaged in the Manufacture and Distribution of Coal Gas, 
By THOMAS NEWBIGGING A.I.C.E. 


WILLIAM B. KING, 11, BOLT COURT, FLEET STREET, LONDON, EC. 
TO GAS COMPANIES, ENGINEERS, BUILDERS, &c. 


THE PATENT ANTI-GALVANIC PAINT 


Is guaranteed to prevent and arrest Rust on all Ironwork, and to cover Tar most effectually. It is most 
valuable for protecting it from the action of salt water, rain, sulphurous and gaseous exhalations. It has 
been well tested at various Gas-Works, in covering Tar on Gasholders, Purifiers, &c., and has given great 
satisfaction. 

Testimonials given if required, and sample cans for trial sent free of charge. 

All communications to be addressed to 


Messrs, STEVENS & CO., 156, CHEAPSIDE, LONDON. 


JAMES MILNE & SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, 
Gas-Meter, Gas Apparatus, and Gas-Fittings Manufacturers, 
EDINBURGH, ayp 
KING EDWARD STREET, 
NEWGATE STREET, LONDON. 


Station-Meters, Governors, Consumers Meters, Gas Lustres, Chandeliers, Brackets, &c., and every 
description of Gas-Fittings and Gas Apparatus. 


SCHOLL’S 


PATENT PLATINUM 


GASLIGHT PERFECTER, 


Extract from Report by Dr. Letheby :— z 


“ The results have been very remarkable, for they show an average increase of 63 per cent. on the illuminating 
power of the gas. I am of opinion, therefore, that the invention is of great practical value.” 


Extract from Dr. Frankland’s Course of Lectures at the Royal School of Mines, February, 1868. 
“*Scholl’s Platinum Perfecter is one of the most important inventions of modern times in coznexion with the 
burning of ceal gas.” , . 
’ Price 1s. each for Fishtail Burners. 
To be had retail of Gas-Fitters and Ironmongers. 
JOHN SCHOLL,' Manufactory: 41 & 42, BERWICK STREET; 
Retail Depot: 198a, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W. 
Terms on application. N.B.—A specimen sent free on receipt of Twelve stamps. 


*,* Further testimonials from Drs. Frankland and Crooks, showing the great practical value cf this invention, 
will be shortly published. 


JOHN WRIGHT & CO., 
30, BROAD STREET, ISLINGTON, BIRMINGHAM, 
MANUFACTURERS TO THE TRADE 


OF EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


GAS-STOVE FOR HEATING OR COOKING, 
GAS-BURNERS, OPAL REFLECTORS, SMOKE CONSUMERS, &c. 
ROUND AND SOUARE Si 


GAS STOVES OF EVERY q 
GAS coomne STOVES DESCRIPTION =: 
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3A 
GEEEN & WHITE QgAt’ 
\REELEGTOR, . ~ 


Pattern-Books, with Prices and Discounts, sent free on application. 


GAS COMPANIES & LOCAL BOARDS 


) Requiring New Street-Lamps are recommended 


KEEN’S PATENT DOUBLE-CLIP STREET-LAMP. 


\ A great improvement on the old-fashioned 14-in. Lamps. 





pr They have been sold to various Gas-Works throughout the country, and the 


I highest satisfactory testimonials are given as to their superiority, 


For particulars of price, &c., apply to 


EDWARD JEEVES, Manufacturer, WEYBRIDGE, SURREY. 


M 
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ROTATORY AND DOUBLE-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, aif. 


With many recent improvements, from 1500 to 150,000 cubic feet per Hour. 
JAMES BURTON, SONS, & WALLER, 


MAKERS OF ENGINES, MACHINERY, and IRONWORK for GAS-WORKS, 
Efficient and durable TAR, LIQUOR, and SYPHON PUMPS, 
GAS-VALVES, with or without Wedges, worked with powerful Worm and Rack, 
SELF-ACTING BY-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lever, 












E.C. BOTATORY, TUMBLER, and CAPILLARY WATER DISTRIBUTORS for SCRUBBERS. 
— SMALL-SIZE EXHAUSTERS KEPT IN STOCK. 
C. HOLLAND STREET, SOUTHWARK, LONDON, S.E. 








Cc. * W. WALKER 
CONSTRUCT THE LARGEST SIZED 
GASHOLDERS, TELESCOPE AND SINGLE-LIFT, 
Midland Iron-Works, Donnington, near Newport, Shropshire; 8, Finsbury Circus, London. 


LAMBERT BROTHERS, WALSALL. 
ALPHA TUBE & FITTING WORKS 


GEORGE NEWTON, 
UNION STREET WEST, OLDHAM, 


MANUFACTURER OF 


IMPROVED WET & DRY CONSUMERS GAS-METERS, 


GAS STATION -METERS, 


With all the Joints planed, 


GOVERNORS, GAUGES, INDICATORS, EXHAUST GOVERNORS, &c. 


TERMS, &c., ON APPLICATION. 
: eg a vip 1 PATENT oi 
Established 44 L-| EMAMELLED_CLAY_RETORL_} QE 


JOSEPH CLIFF & SON, 


THE ORIGINAL 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
Near LEEDS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 
FIRE GOODS, and Salt-Glazed Drain-Pipes. 
Lonpon AGENT: 
MARCUS BOURNE NEWTON, 


Wharf No. 4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Cross, N. 
Where is always kept a Stock of Retorte, Fire-Bricks, Terra Cotta Ware, and 
Drain- Pipes. 


FIRST PRIZE ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SHOW, 1869. 


ALSO, 2 . 
alt A FIRST PRIZE 
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22 OTHER PRIZES 
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| Liquip MaNuRE “14 QW) or STONE 
CART RS CRUSHER 






FOR 


HAND or POWER. 





=i (ae S 
MORTAR TEMPERER, GAS TAR & STREET WATER CART. 
I. JAMES, TIVOLI WoR ES, CHELTENHAM. 


GAS AND WATER PIPES. 
CLARIDGE, NORTH, & 60., 


BIiEnTs TON. 
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UNVARVING WATER-LINE GAS-MET ER. 


(SANDERS AND DONOVAN’S PATENT.) 








































“Unquestionably the best Water Gas-Meter now 
in use.” 





Over 60,000 in action. 








MANUFACTURERS : 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY, 
KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON; 


Branch Manufactories at DUBLIN and OLDHAM. 


| ALEXANDER WRIGHT & CO. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


“WET” & “DRY” GAS-METERS 


of the highest excellence. 
STATION -METERS AND GOVERNORS. 


STREET-LAMP REGULATOR S. 
TESTING APPARATUS 


of the most perfect description for all purposes relating to Gas. ; 
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Just published, HANDBOOKS by F. W. HARTLEY:— 1 
‘PHOTOMETRY,” 2s. id., post paid; “THE ESTIMATION OF AMMONIA AND SULPHUR IN GAS,” 2s. 1d., post paid ; 
“GAS-METER TESTING UNDER THE SALES OF GAS ACT.” &c. (Second edition, revised and 
extended), 1s. 1d., post paid. 


55 and 55a, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W. 


PATENT OAS EXEAUETED R s L A. I D L A WwW & S O N * 


GAS ENGINEERS, CONTRACTORS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS, 
Iron-Works and Foundries, Meter-Works & Brass Foundry, 
GLASGOW, EDINBURGH, 
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oa &ce.; WROUGHT-IRON TUBE and FITTINGS for Gas, Water, or Steam; GAS-METERS 
(Wet and Dry) of the most approved Construction, STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, 
&c.; GASELIERS, BRACKETS, PENDANTS, PILLARS, & GAS-FITTINGS of every 
description; LAMP-POSTS and LANTERNS for Streets, &c. 


London Address : 106, CANNON STREET, E.C. 
D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 


PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY G00D MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
Invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their _Im-roved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to any 
in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without being 
duly registered, 











MANUFACTURERS 
GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; “ 
DOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, .& EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and everv article connected with Gas Apparatus. 
CAST & WROUGHT IRON PIPE, BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER, TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 
D HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—65s. net. 
Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns 
Sole Manufacturers of Charch and Mann’s Photometer. 
“arge Yattern-Books, with every description of -Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 12s. 









London ; Printed by Wstr1am Bovewton Ervi (at the office of Clayton and Co., ‘17, Bouverie Street, Fleet Strect) ; ond pulsed yy him st No. 11 Bolt Court Fleet Street, 
in the City of London, —Tuesday, Mareh 28, 1871. 





